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USSRH Joint Committees 7 Day Meeting Opens 


New Soviet Committee Mead 
OM OTOIE Todi ADODO iH Petit GOON OMe 
Jt dan NN 


Peat) Tokve, fan 2) RVODMD  Retdanren, Hapan's 
Arpent Wuatieas orpanization, adil Saturday Vidwlialas 
Malhevieh, deputy efaiman of the USSR lapan bea 
Werntnie Ccventttoe, will head the Soviet delegation te the 
WENT FUE OOH WHIN tte Fapanone commterpart ached 
led tu be held in Tokve lannany 2? Pelwuany } 


Torer committee chaiiman Maria Atiatey who was 
COME METOMETY fomengen trade aniniater reaipned as chat 
Hand anvel rvtiator dn the aflermath of the Soviet enine 
siry's reahuitle last week, in which the Toren Trade 
Miniatey art State Commition for Pareige Pecmnennit 
Relations were combined into the Pareign Peaonnenin 
Relative Miniatey 


Keidanien (the Pederation of Doane Onpanizationa) 
said Malkovich, who has become chaiiman af the Chan 
ber of Commerce and Tnduatty USSR. is expected: to 
represent the Soviet aide at the Ulth lapan Soviet loin 
Cummimnitioe meeting 


More than 60 Soviet government officrala including 9 
Vive enininter claas delegates, will jot about 100) lage 
Were participate led ty Malkoviol's conmierpart Hirnty 
Angai in the meeting, Reidanren said 


They will diacuas Japan's cooperation in long tern 
Soviet projeecta, sveh as forest development, and the 
Poaibility of pote Ventures between the two counties, 
natal 


Matkevich Moots Takouhita 
OW ONIONS Toki AVODO in bane Oboe 
AN dan NN 


Text} Tokyo, tan OR RYODO Prime Miniter 
ubor Takeshita told a Soviet Nuaineas leader Thue 
ay that he welcome eoonomin exehanges between 
a and the Soviet Union, a Pareqn Miniatry official 
nal 


The atfetal quoted Viedialay Mathevieh, present af 
the Soviet Chamber of Commenve and taduatey, as 
telling Takeshita that he had been asked by Soviet 
Premier Nikolay | Ryshhoy before leaving for Japan to 
convey hia congratulations ta Takeshita on becoming 
Japan's priine eiiniater 


The Soviet premier ayo asked Malkeviol to tell the new 
Japanere prime miniater that bilateral relations can be 
developed Nirther, according to the offeial 


NORTHRAST ASIA ' 


Try the SO eietete ceeding Takentita wan apuetest as 
NAV HH He Drenprem ad Fhiennetly relatintiigy wall be ental 
Tintioad Wetween the tyr cemnetenen  Tabentieta altace waned 
Veagreany wurnnlad eveennteiey tte peeling yd tenwaert tle Ser ned 
Ulovdenen oot cuneve tenetieng @ peace treaty aflen teceeten nal emmaens 
Wave loon tater 


Lahentita sand HOOT BS Teton exerentiie tedeheen Cree 
WHe Hever cerned ete wventlel Medpe precio (rently Uslateral 
velatiennnn 


NGatbher tale wre aamarenneed the pont tant week and on fers 
ty attend a thewe abay  bageae Neiet ecenennie  foneeny 
Which apened ty Takyver Weelnewday wan quieted as 
waving Mat the Naiet Clive attan ten preat snap tanee 
Hey webeatierenn Watley Veagraey am ce rreaptelvne ty tthe Dae tant 


The Neoviet Uaatneas leader aly sant relation Detween 
Veagreany aval the Nevvset Ulevserey Have ann cnecenrnteneteatele 
Wantere de al Vege y Coen thrat bee tbvenvben ct oe grernaatile tee bevah 
Hive a wevtntienny Death wtelen cate accept aeeaatenpe tee Olt 
tlic tal 


Shevardnadze Vieit 'b vpocted' 
CUM ONO E Toki ADODO in Pel OM OMe 
‘N dan NN 


[Test] Tokve, dan OR RVG) Soviet Panengey Mines 
ter Paluatd Shevardnadze ta expected ta cit bagean 
sennetiine i the last hall of FUNK for regular consalta 
tone, Dapanese Poredgen Miniatey ofliciate sant 


Soviet tuattess leader Viadialay Matheviel) tvaate tte 
comet during a meeting with Tapanewe Pore Min 
inter Noauke Ula. the oflietals aan 


Malkevieh, president of the Soviet Chamber of Con 
merce ail Tuatey. (a here to attend a three day lapan 
Soviet economic Horui whteh opens in Tokve Werlines 
lay 


Knvoye on Soviet Withdrawal Prom Afghanivtan 
OW PTIN? Toki ADO Paglih Wab one 
2° han AN 


[Teat} Tokve, fan Se A VOI) Tapanene anitaanadtins 
atationed i the Soviet Ulivi and Pant Parapean conan 
tries ended a three day meeting here Wedneutay with a 
concerted view (hat the withdrawal of Soviet trap (an 
Atyhaniatan will be a key titicaton at changes in Savtet 
foreign policy, a Pareian Miniatey afteial saul 


The conference, alan joined Wy Tapanene arilaanaihors 
from the United States, Weat Glermany, Auatiia and 
Mongolia, agreed that the Soviets have remained 
Vnneohanged in thett Waste external potioy although they 
have anid it ie changing The diplomats apreod that an 
actual withdrawal of Soviets troape fom Atphaniatan 
would be @ barometer of Maacaw's diylamatic patiey 


HIN PANS AN OUR 
WN tannery TORN 


Thies settel Note tet eeeveverettie neltenrnnes Pred PObbed cpt eat oenen 
Treren Cyan Verte Weeneelel gree CMeeeneagly a cettie al stage enven tly 
COMM ke Metal Veen 


They abner prreetie test that the Neavsete will atrengptlyen 
pie dee COVEN TENN HET Elbe WNemtenen Uolen aanel agreed cnn tlt 
pevegtere terete ne cof nentiehae ety enveveig the Wanton prennenn te 
sentient thy UN cay eho ent eeeteenevn cone atone eenenneint cane 
ilbee trav HED tthe Nerv beta the altheual saved 


Coy te Pagraey Neve vet cetetvenrne tlhe clapehennnate seveel Vaqean 
strcvealel preewenerte waehkeng level coptaeta with the Nev nets 

Hh a Well Dalatvceed mevaniier anel press foe Che netunn of 
ferene Neve net Uebel antanveds coh cverettveney Tapyaen anit tls 
cules Tee Of a pledee treaty 


Tie ere erys atnas aprweed Chat Vagvany atrevnlel cavntiinine te 
PeeNen dette ee enevenebnne detel pre enennvenel anneal cultural ewe Nanges 
Wit Pant Chennvnaeny Pevtanvel anvel Viiperntania ter hewgy oye 
UR CY Ue 
Nfitvinten Vianeaterees Nob camevene wcdiey tevnneed ys cenme oneateennen 
A \eme apes the ofthe tal sant 


Study af UN. bree Trade Zone Urped 
CUNO TP IOS Toke ADO Pinel TIN OMe 
han NS 


[Peat] Dakve Tan O° RV OUND dapanone Anvitvannacher 
te) Wantiinpton Nea Mataunaga adil Weedltenday he 
prevagrermend toy Pevcie Mitovinton Nevtear Tabomtiita the sans 
slay that Vagvan atiely the feasibility af a lapan UN thes 
treated gavene 


Matsunaga here ter attord a meeting af lapanene arnitvas 
seeleren atatioread dy the Ne tee Ulivi anne Nt PD vnnuaprean 
Hatin toh reparters that whether on tet the idea 
VAT T Hate DON Teagraey ntrenetel View UE an a NEpHNeE TO ENE Cenpnte 
fey wean th 


Matsunaga said he tae the aiggeation ata meeting with 
Taheatita at tis oflicial residence when axked alvaut the 
eevee Pe Dy te pectin eeeevinter 


The bilateral free trade gone comet waa rented 
when tS Senate Majority Leader Robert Wynd met with 
Fakeatita in Washington eartier iia month 


Mataunaga raicl te alney tated Takentita that detitveraticnys 
in the UN Congress on an omnibus trade bill are 
expected to De delayed and may nat be completed antl 
after Manch 


The ervey alae told Takeshita that TS) Chovernenent 
OMe tala, inaan media ane citizens generally bathed the 
Takeshita Reagan meeting tn Waatingten 


Matsunaga adi he axhed the premio: to atthe Iilateral 

Hracde inaes stich as Fapan’s liberalization of agricultural 

the and pUiTie Wworka prajecta to matitate gered 
1S Dagan relations 
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UN Vevdeatiy Seeks Steleten C ledge Soave thas 
COM NOE ED Pokaan A DOMME Dei Ooo Oo Mee 
‘NS lan AN 


[Peat] New Veh bam COR VOM MD Thies EN Negev 
eleie tere Vevebeontey Anmere catinmn CNEAD Hae cegeat the Reagan 
THVNUNONE HEH Oey Ged Halbeek centete Crenen eter een bape 
Here eles Heevenee tte even chee Cle prenenenede Chyat Fagan Fauteet tes 
Werevere the ENG Ualateral elegy aeeuveel 


ive apreennnent calle fon the UN ctype stvane ci ttt 
Veagrdrvene enebet ter cfevalile tay CO prereeet y bt 


\lan Wall the SEAS attention tebel nepreartons on Wash 
devteoed Clyat Cle atvne Wan aed Cae veete Meet cvedy EO pre recat 
Atel tere connate at tle baw level at TO prereset apannat ta 
prereene eeagenedh Oy the Vea entel ter attanen Ce OO pereent 
poral 


Tie Vaprvatvene veeebet tx creat Cally cen te GN pre diteta 
lie notiel 


UN Prenshemt Basal Reagan rinigramedt EO preneennt 
PHT FETS cute en tetiey Fapianene eles Ceavenie gunetefane ta 
vive Hnebienp center EN neta tant Agent b> weenetty SOO enpettecin 
cbevtlnn es eve thre prenseetely that Hapranene elyage aakers Nave 
Voereran clannnngyennpe Crete proevelane ta vey the Uleveteel Staten ane 
tWinwd conennten warhkets 


The “closed nature oof the lapanexe market wan alan 
citesl as a vem@acey Fete ate ty ategin Tt aetie of the peatets 
Viren venieler the a@eeetel were Tifled last New erilier ta the 
trpeve ot NA A veel chatlara since Tapanene enakers lad 
Waltect ttre clevnnegveng 


Contact To Continue With DERA on Seamen 
CMT EEE Toki ADO in Pneinh DSO 
** fan NS 


Vent} Tebkye tan 37 RVOWIO  Panetge Miniates 
Soatike Uline adil Werlienday Tapan will inake efforta te 
COMME ComtaCct With Nath KRarea tn Heqing ta arder ta 
five tw Fapanere seanien detained in Neath Kared anee 
PUR Tan apy charges 


Uli Made the vrermtarka when He aver Vertyteent Vaan 
cHrateenae of the Tagan Nacialiat Party a Spee nal © conn 
tee OM Rarean Taawes 


Uli adil Tappan will mnake the efforts even (hough 
comaetl hetween lapanese diplomats and North Karean 
fTiciala ts baniedd aa part af sanctions apatnat North 
Kowa The sanctions were announced Tuemday aver the 
alleged bombing of a South Rarean pettiner last Naser 
Wer 


Vives comment Werdenday is the Git continnation 
that Japan haa contacted North KRaorean officials in 
Heiing concerning the Japanese seamen of the 214 ten 
“Me TR Pagina Mara’ cane step 


tHIN BAS BA OUK 
2A Janwary 19RN 


Vani asked Une for continued efforts to settle the cane 
and other measures to rmprove relations between lapan 
and North Korea The two counties have ao diplomatn 
relatienns 


Vietnamese bnvoy Welcomes More Investment 
WIT ES Toke AVODO in bagivh 0006 OMT 
PP Jan NN 


[Vext} Tokve, lan 3) KYO) Vietnamene Charge 
WAllairs to Japan Luong Manh Tuan sand Proday his 
country will welcome more lapanese investment based 
on ots foreign inveaunent law which became elective 
lanuary | 


Tuan made the remark at a press conference held at the 
Vietnamese Tinbaasy in Tokyo. saving that he will hold 
meetings shortl with lapanese tracdiig companion to 
linctons the cletaits 


He said Vietnam will be rmioat ivterested in lapanese 
NVERtMeNt In agriculture Fisheries armed covateue than 
vevefvontey 


Tvneren cabiney medict Win cennnentey 8 ches nneney ted pte tne tpate an the 
Seoul Olvipics does not reflect its political stance 
toward Novth Karea 


He said Vietnans decided to participate Decauae iin a 
mere of the Titeenatianal Myris Committee (OW) 
raat lec lined to coment Methes 


Government Nat lo lntervene in hokarve Case 
OW ONONTY Tokyo AVODO in baglink ONOS OMT 
AN lan NN 


Text) Tokve, fan OR RV ODO Pete  Minentes 

Obor Takeshita said Thurday that hia government 
Will refrain Crom exprenning ita view at (hin stage over a 
court case HW which Ching is claiming ownership of a 
ntudend arevitery ay Ryente 


Th replying to Team Troe, a Diet mente of the tap 
“ypyprnition Japan Sactaliat Party, ata House of Repre 
sentatives plenary aeasion, Takeshita said the govern 
MENT Aout He cautiows i commenting on The bane are 
That HW is in principle a mation for the puadtetary 


The prtinve miniater said the government will maintain 
ita one China’ policy under the 197) Tagan (tema pont 
communique and the (97K Japan China peace and 
Hriervetatyiyy treaty ane (hat ite position will not ehange 


Takeathita sat the tase miuat not be allowed to have an 
adver effect on good Iilateral velations and that both 
lapan and China should make efforts to resolve the 
liapute 


The local court awarded ownership of the dormitory to 
China i a ruling handed down in 1977) but the Onake 
High count overturned the ruling i @ verdiet in PON? 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


( hina «lanes the ruling was againat lapana one China 
jeilicy set ction the 197) pont statement which normal 
raed thew chipvlornatic relatives 


Chinese students living in the dormitory have appealed 
againal the Cisaka high court decosnean te the Seapmnennte 
( ort 


MITE Reports Decline in Crude Oil tmports 
OUD TDIO9 Tohve AVODO ind mel O81E OMT 
>? han NA 


Excerpt) Toby lan 2? RV OID Fagan ns crite cnt 
eiprorta declined 4 7 percent ta ENS U9 eaten kalotiters 
my TON? fot the previous year cue pamarihy te 
He reased Hpts of oid prodweta: the Maniati of bates 
watirnal Trade and lecluatey OMETED sand tn a preter 
ary rept Weelnencday 


The figure marked the loweat level aimee 1969 when 
WHpOrtA Were at LOO RA million helatiters: MUETE officals 
nail 


The iicreaned tnports of ail products reflected MITES 
call for more Unpearta of Fintahed proodiicts and fewer 
ievagrevetan av poetenaey materials in the Hee of recteiy ang 
trace vnbalances with trading partners the aflictale sated 


The United Aral Piniiates was the largest supytier of 
crite oil to Tapan. shipping (49% anitlion kilaliters in 
ION? down TN Y penent from the year before [passage 
onnitted] 


Poll Measures Takeshita Cabinet's Support 
OW ONOTST Tohvwe AVODO in bene OOS} OM] 
AN Jan NA 


Vues Tokve, lan ON RVODO The cabinet ot Prime 

iniater Notion Takeshita has patties! mere = 
suppert in the past month a POMPE STETMIAUIN gral 
shawert Thaenday 


The VOMIUERE pall, taken Saturday ard Sunday, pet the 
papular approval rating forthe Takeatita calinet at 3) 6 
pervent, wp Mam AN) perent in December and VES 
perment in November 


The poll covered 1.000 eligible voters nationwide. of 
who 2.240 at 74 percent responded 


Those opposing the calinet fell ta 24 tperoent fawn 27 4 
pereend iy Decensher 


Takeshita’s ruling Liberal Democrats Party GDP) 
seized S14 perent of the voter support up fom VE 
pervent while the No Eapponttiany fepan Now talist Party 
anaredd 111 perment down fram FTO penment the 
VOMIUIRD wate 


bHIN BAN AR OUR 
IN Tanwary (ORR 


Vetter sengighenet Gene tlie Rectrvne ates penne fey ES peered ange 
Tyenvy ED prereennt the Pdentien eatee Neve valent Party 
prevent chevy Creve 2 4 pene eent Tagen © conversant Phan 
ty) Uptereent chow fram 2 6 pemcent ane the United 
Neve cal Phere natin Party CNMiaeemeenn) OD peneeint ceva 
fren OY prone 


Labeotiita GF what stecceochest Vantin Nakane as 
TED beacon cn Oh tales UL foettedd the calmer Naweun 
Tree GO crperveatiately aflen We was clea tend proce orerintes 


Harrh Damages Regional Defense € hiet's Eleame 
COOP OE Tehve ADO in DP medinh Celta Mer OO 
lan NN 


[teat] Vekohana fan Oo RVOUMOD A trate emgpihanins 
he vite iprvite of atid Dried a rant of the Tone of the 
repronal chiet iat the Defense Pacahtios Aclneiateatecn 
Ape te tere Draeday pretties sand 


The eagrlosive Durtiedd @ seven sepenaee etneter grant ont thee 
feesnt efetete couling dived walla af the tyey ater Meta anf 
serve tee Pheevenva nn a venehertial ctontenet Dchay evneve nang 
Hhonina sufteredd a stipht Darn albert fhe tered ter pout cnet 
the thos 


Police whe foie Darieedt Qrapivenmts of a gvhaatie can 
Haine t ated alt y Datterton stenpiee tect (he cence an week otf 
e Nero ebeeats 


Velice sand the device was planted senetitie Detween 
revectipht Tbaenday ane peechawe Eeteday 


Pdefeving ofTictate satel Phovtia ts tetvedt to talke with 
Vaianaaty Prefecture far renewal af the ame ota paeties 
firing range at the feet ot Mt Pape ty baprarene clefonins 
frees 


A rewapapor atthe lefiiat Ctukaku ha prog) attacked 
Pheveneves tee tte Faniary TR eabitieney fee preepbennieyg pave 
UN Veapraey evnilitary cleitls at the cange 


Mongolia 


UNEN Seores Takouhita Vielt to US. 
COW ONOSO EL laanbadian MONTSN AME in baelinh 
1 00M OT daw NN 


[test] Ulaanbaatar lanwary OT OMONTSAME) Conn 
HOTT CH Ee citeaien at atic dal vinita Fy Tapanene 
Prine Minister Takeshita and Niph ranking officials of 
Hin cabinet ta the United Mates the ational daily 
“UINEN © writes that aeite ade ecanertiie comtraverny 
Wetween Tapan and the TOS At te way abated the 
all roid development of lapanese American caper 
Tice Ge eT aDy aphere 


Drip Negotiations With representatives af the UCN 
Acdiniatration weiter Takeatita tar hia ottictala cote 
achieve even forthe sake af appearances agreements in 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


clnebe ey Gal one Wie ae wette traebhe aatel cu ctenenettne eetentecnees 
ried Mevreetnee thet cit eemeam grarteveen Bry ates eng te 
teclevee the teaches cheficet wath then Par Paatern ally 
fe Lele wate dy net Gene thy sernaene gutatvbe che eriaavede aanel «laren 
eoeh ptew ferential ard free aeeceae af tS pr iedeta tas Vaagrans Me 
iaehe ts 


Nevertivetens theme cfeapintect rmaaes have met cn any way 
allan towl Gye clortecteneee anf Whee prertates al Veale rgears Ihe tener 
tlie Feaprarnene poeeenne ernanenten anne EN Cretreeaenennt oft 
ctala Ploe eee tinge ave taths Hebel cy Wantyongtenn «leant 
show that lapan will follow an ihe wake of TON aggres 
neve phelie ys nee the Par Pant avd tnagyite cof tte pre aes 
COMUNE erteedey Of TE eevee OOm eenetitary allene aticnenn canned 
steps pt the rycdermenatvan of Tapanene Self Defences 
' eltee sd 


Ven tthe Toplit ent praaatine «fame cry wc bel pretitees sertee the 
Well haven Neve vet Annee ete cen senseurened ory VO aabvongteres ane! 
siprinig of the treaty af the elimination of mntermedtiate 
ariel atverter tangs reanites the clanperean tenele ne 4 
tevmarel renters crip reelitany canengreraticnn Peteneeny Fagean 
ariel the UNA cabic ally rentee conpeited toy the cenennennene 
efhirta af Asian and Pactlic commtries aitned ata 
Strengthening peace aetel see ceeety ty then vant aened letras 

Ty qrergrentatend veieney thre cfaaly preneevtn event tee eens: Lepmnene 


UNEN on US. Military Ald to Pabiatan 
OU CVO Ulaanbaatar MONTS AME on banelink 
1°a7, MT OC’ lan AN 


[text] Ulaantaatar lan OV (MONTSAMED The sige 
wig hy US Present R Reagan of the bill on granting a 
ANC) vvvitlrcey clotlar enilitary package aid to the Pakitan 
repirie ch the cuneet Fine al year ts ert tinng Erant ee engvent 
supped to Ustarnabvadd’s nilitariat anibitiana writen the 
watienal daily UINEN: 


His ot aaecret the chilly wetes that the UNA s getters 
Hip) will Be mail) channeled ta realizing Pakistan s 
Hiieleae achorien Sieh an extremely trrengranaitite dee 
nieve eM thee CON Acbereienintraticney colic ally centen caneiter te 
the clavacs of the international treaty on the nenpeatite 

HAT ierAd CVE dene tome We ayteNeNN Lee phe tie lat Con Me Gentnenedins 

Tiere of compehenaive anal effective sane tienta apaiiat 
tHevae states whey rwalize hede ewe taeleae preiprantienies 
Tr thie content very telling ts the seriea of ac anedabans 
O Np VME carried ct Dy enany leading papers an secret 
deliveries af enriched uranivi te Pabkiatan fae nants 

RT) MO De) EL 


Meanwhile the Ilamallad repiitie seen to be iitent an 
wepaving’ thin generis ald at Uncle Nan aned fis 
cloweat Peieneda yy ttenaity ing ta Taatile prevlie y apatniat 
thee ere nplebrvcrnedeyp contin 


Tiven the eilitary eerie anatatance af the UNA and 
its NATO) allies and the intensification of Pakistan's 
eeorbitant militariatic ambitiona dato be conmatdered in 
the light af an overall policy aimed at hindering the 


THIN FAS AR OUR 
8 January 19ORR 


Afghan Pabestans taths anvel qrvtitecal lialopire unelerpeung 
tHe ve erverat pengrenaatyle greeted ry Ceenten a antl the general 
tevnicl teowareda the aettloanent af copecnenal proaitvbenen ths 
ebaaaty curtis lenedes 


Central Committee Marks Shevardnadze Wirthday 
au ‘hole i deat deatear Iris Peatie Meal Nottie 
im Pmelinh OOO OMT OA lan NN 


[leat] The MPR C enteral © onmmiittoe has sent a me xsage 
M greetings to Soviet Poredue Miniter Shevanediadze on 
Hin GON Wetintay The telegram nates the great perenal 
contrition of Shevantiadze to the clevelapanent ane 
Uarebebirrp oof tovebanncrtantote Cricerebalyagy caved all cevenened energy 
eration between Mangetia and the Soviet Ulan 


The Mongolian people kiaw and reapert Shevardnadze 
as an at e fighter fey strengthening Chrenvebatyagy anne 
OR a) Alind cevenenteten  coprpnetlecbatingp 
prec © canned evvenpvenatieney bavel Puvcnnete dnvelantinve td] mew prevtit 
teal thiking iy international alain said the mensape 


Hatmonh Csreets Romanian President's Miethday 
COU ONOEE? Ulaanbaatar International Neri 
in Prelih OOO OME MW lan N 


[Peat] Mongolian party leader and prenttent, Matinent, 
Wan greeted general secretary af the Romanian © ane 
tint Party and president Nicolae C eauaexcu. on tea Oth 
Wirthiday Ceduaeacd ta hie in Mangoatia ax ane of the 
Preevenneeve nnd Prweveata Gevebind iene CP Gentee ened ienenal cevennenvannvent 
aie Workers clams ia venent ane a Cphtior for peace and 
nels HATENIND Neng What iOtN Aaya the We asage of proetings 


Nicolae Cedar has been awanted the ONeler ot 
Suklie Bator i necopiitiont ot tea comtritations ta the 
development of fiendahip and cooperation bemveen 
Afeverpertia anvel Revnarnia and te the cane of peace ane 
mere vealinnny 


Article Notes Publivation af Garbacher Mook 
OW ONON] CU laaniatat MONTN UMD in bnelih 
1°20 OME OT dan NN 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, lanwany Jt CMONTSAME) | the 
Watimnal daily “UNE N® devotes a signed article to the 
Publication ofa hock by MON Chorbachey “Reatiuetueinge 
ard New Phibing for aie Cotes atte foe the Whale 
Work in the Mongolian language The book ta quali 
fied as Pievelopedia of Perestrikya’ 


The publication of MON Chartaetien's Dak i Manigetian 
is Halll in deepening the theoretical and practical 
hive lodge of Maigetian covneneninta ane all working 
prererple Hy mee taliat cotatraetion and offers them a pervert 
OPPO) FO creatively learn Thom the experience af 
reatruc tiring (nh the Soviet union, the daily writes 


EEE EE OOOO EO EOE er 


NORTE AST ASEA 
North hovea 


‘Leam Splett AN War Rehearsal’ Annonneod 
NA CNION] DPromenune Ae N tan Dmeliat 
POM a MT ON Lan NS 


J UN  Vengrernatontn carved Neveetle Recrre carn Pengnpnet © Tregen 
Make Palit Phan ot Teane Spurs NN fee Mittens 
Rehearsal  WKONA teactline] 


[Peat] Pvevnpranp Harwaey TR ORO NAD The UN cnnepes 

volute anvel Neneh Roceecaan prengnpyet «leagene anvevennineeed tly 
pan of the coomal Lean Spat SS wat releaimal a 
preteens Were ariel a tent erento cae wae serneeltaneenenty 
ity Weantinnpterny ariel Necrael at renee farmer oS 


Phasring the proven ative War relvearsal frame Mart te 
May. they thy te titereane the charger of war cn the 
Revreaey prerernla By eeaaancely crteedie rnp appre ssn 
fervpe es Feeneee the UN evecsnentaniel aavel Pattie repren vente 
South Kawa 


Cdareyp toy then polanevest teat meetea: war pare  Nenath 
Reread worth De farther comvertedt cate the fettiest ofa 
Herenver ene leat war 


The Keveeann preagite anne thre werrtel’s prea etencip preengls 
ve WDNR cheevennette ten Nene Te cnngeanebevenatele ceeeenal act of 
tHe UN cenpreetatinte aened Nevtle Beenmegen prengigyet « lraqiies 


The UI SN cevngrertatonta cat clearly Rite alata miunera 
Whe ettel thane whe were fond at necktoas pilayenp with tes 
Het pebelpeed Uyy Tenterey canted cfiweenntinie the Dean 
Spirit War releataal aceoking te tivaedde the Newth ane 
Witham at attee thet apprensieny fereen ante mine lene 
walageis Fre South Kewea 


The Karwan people ane fatlowiip with hiplitenedt vip 
fares The roves at the UN tenaprentalinta ane thet 
Niele ges 


TE tte nena) COND lettin heen ck peengagyy Retene tet tte feae ont 
Tiger tet heeding cn warning died clare attach wn we 
WeTE ateneed OE WHEN Manette Favela thenenanned footed 
Were tens dete cler dave eetabiatian 


US. MAC Chitet on Holding b vertae 
NAC Sd Pronenane Donte Serie ot Keren 
by hd al ,” han ASN 


LVent] Acceveetinng ter a taetiey cegreet Chevy Neel the aseenien 
neers af the UN athe te the MAG) atatest that the 
Peay Spee poet ilitary ewenedae will Be wagedt this 
year ala 


ALA HOW COMM ONCE HED foreign conmeapenidonta an 26 
January. he balled that the Team Spirit exer tae will 
aliviat certainly We atapedd (his veat. te ane that an 
cVETic to) aevevevenee erent cree Chae UTE Boe aint aenenny 


PHIN FA* AN OUN 
Ih January 1ONN 


Ddine boomerang teat a chy all guicey Cove thee yee s | Teen Ngveret 
erereime Than long Pen aterchieel Ne aukebest that there os 
Dattte prennmaloaloty fere coeveeteenge the kets ame 


Thon cranes atate niet pe ttes tig the appresasve revteetenn 
the CON cperatiats ia foohiah maneuver te threaten 
scvetieeinie With steel a the teat War enereine aa the — Lemen 
Npret whet the wrets hen stage every year 


Rally Denawioos US 
NA ONIO44 gc rcomevame ACN Gan Damelih 
aN (el ‘ han SA 


flea Pyongyang Hammary OR ORONAD  Pvongyanig out 
cern eked a cally thas atlernennn at Che Pyeng y aenp Peveberes 
Ntaehiveny — cfewnenenete tong thee thane ete wae pee vets at aeons 
meen of the TON cpeecnaliata and the Sowth Kawean 
prnnypred cliee cn the bape of VO) yearn ainee the TON 
vevagye reatints Urepeant sfvagpverng eine lear weagregia cntey Neath 


Avera 


Vy This apie ty at the rally secretary of the Central 
Commrnittew of the Workers Party of Kewea € hoe Tae 
jerk adie That aver the poet VW) yeas the CS ceteperealints 
Trev e abragngnercd penten Nanenely Peenewed thane Leen weerepnenntn abe tenten 
TYPOS aetoenenentonng toy crvee TOM) preecee cht fear Gheten an 
Hie Th ae Octane cheyrheryeed tay the NA TOD pneaticnenn ten tev enen anf 
sHervnity atte Cunecneet of ventes a cunenbyentend atarebvenine cf 
Wire leat Wepre etal he Tigpont michear armenal in the 
Par Past This i a wanton veolation of the Kearean 
AVIA ICe ApH eenie nt evel @ Vee bene coveted aad ten Drang 
the acvtrpe of Min tear war to the Korean peaple he 
rhartedt 


Having stages a frantic anti DPR cannpaign aller fab 
‘ip vp the “peaalin of investigation ite the KAT 
Wie ter He halle nge ter cine prennpernal for the conven atin 
Ma Noth South jot conference the South Korean 
pHangngrertn cbevoreranene erat at veeneres Hereby tanpettyen with the tS 
Hvperiatonta the plan af the Poa Nperet ANS pete 
Wilitary velwarral apainat the DRA agent) declaring 
Nore tly Nenette ccvenbvanentenitenny Fe prensentent ovat 


We will net cerniain an onlooker at the situation on the 
Rerewaer pronrvervionnles Cenreneenp anttey aut la mee neneen gotveane Event 
WATT cemented ly ceneentee Ay Pree ative HNTtary eve 
Wied at te enemy the speaker werent 


An appeal te te Seth Romean peaple wean achapted at 
ihe sally 


US, Holds Military Meeting With South 
SA Noe e Prongvane ACN Cin Pnelivh 
O4ON GMT ON Dan NN 


[tent] Pyongyang fanwary OR CRO NA) C onnenaneder 
mahieh at the US inperiatiat armed forces of appres 
sion tn the Pacific Hayes few inte South Korea on 
Fanuary 6 ant bat a military confab with the South 
Karen pupped miniater of national defence an acoard 
ithe tay a repent 


NORTHEAST ANIA 


The pheegigte t oevtertenter of mateonal clefence Degpest fev 
cebitoneneet anentantee — «haevncveerseng abtennt vag grevnagtal 
11) cdf peers atoeten Evy menetbenvene wa etly thre agyprrenae fy cnt the 
C My rvhgtee s 


Thin stiches ates that the UN cengrereatoats and the Neath 
Rrreant prnpiptets are exgeloeteng the CM yenipies on ategypveng 
ip) theese pire pearateone foe a war of apprenancnen cnn the 
Nowth and puatifyong out 


C dey Dareeary tt ce Newath Rane the CN Anny chet of 
Stall alae) trowel ter peentefy these peegparatoana fay a war 
aparniat the Newth on the pretest of the My egies 


After clectaring that all Nenwan anced material reaaunees 
werselel De envenbeatizedt feve the see eeeety oof the Newel CM yen 
pies the UN cenprereatiate ane acrvcding then war act 

Vaavita ter Neverthe Retreat tet aepeeemnneten fore the prenegrerme of 
CNA ariel Naateeiieng cone the aprent pore gran atecnena feoe thee 
Pree nvnevennd ode aagpaticnen oof Nerethy Rene fy the CN cennges 

rralint aretieed forees of apprenaiern ated the exec enteenn of 
theiy tues Reena prealicy cep the CM yrigies aaa lever 
Vere Wear veabenantecnen 


Sawth's ‘Olympte Support’ Pretest for War 
NAO C04 TY Puomevane ACN tin Drnelih 
OG GNET OO han AN 


Test) Pycnprang lanwary 07 CRONAD The Senth 

CHa pappet etieater af matianal clefence abrewenl ayy 
al the “Defence Committee of the National Aaserlly 
od Verrvenaey 2% creed palobrered thet any Cooly engine nengngnenet 
command well So fharedd age on feluary te peice 
Ae TENe Neapypeet ates Ce plan for et Had been warkedl oat 


Ace eleubinip fey a@ negvens 


The claremredt alvaut the Uasthelig of security foaeda 
teres allegedly fey cenpre Watle aereenecete a clade tive 
even with the agree hoof the OM yengiie partes 


Phin crnnte rte Peete ey ee ANTE NNNgNE Hey Ntegy vnpy prregaraticnttn 
fey a Wat apaiiat the moth and create “two Rares 
itteler the pretend at the CMyengies 


The UN tipertaliata ane aprering cnn Daihdiagy of agpies 
RC MC th en 
dev laring that thett proud naval ancl aie forces ane all 
Wisin ated material peawnces wentlel We mabilized: foe 
the Neat OM ype a | 


In step with theae moves of the wa master the South 
Rerreany pengpet clique ds try trig te eae Cull pregvaraticina 
fin a Wat Apainat the northern half of Korea 


Hy se choing. the puppets attempt to put dawn the 
ANTE EN | eee Phe terteventyapy stevgple gertevernge evvenennenitinen 
aeong the South Korean peaple and divert elmewhere 
thete ationtion before the Chyiipie games while exaaper 
Alig the tension between the Neweth ame the Seueh 


PRIN DAS AN OIN 
8 January 1908 


South ‘Provacative’ Naval t vertee C ritheived 
SA CNOGIO Ds Cevane ACN tion Laelinh 
OO OMT ON lao NN 


Teast] Pyongyang fanwary OR CRO NAD The Seth 
evewen epnelitany Heveligaren stagesl a@ prrerven ative nares 
molile exeriae of a unit of the paagpet naval fares 
allegestly ter cungre Watley mevenpeenene m cebemte ane Coenene ter Oe 
CMyrragrie ss — aeweteebeng ter a negwest 


Thre grengrgre ta rvventoala geet atthe abvagea anne bigh apeodd bvats 
in the exereene foe ante anee rath ante warnhagy and ant 
sulinarine Warfare inciting war fever apainat the North 


This war rehearsal which was staged when the com 
matter im ehiet ot the UN Arineet Pencen on the Uae otic 
flew inte Newt and had a war confal with the puppets 
strewn the evelitary meen af the UN cevgooesatents anne the 
Chon Tu twan Ne Tae uw fanceat clique are bec evn 
ote teehlens 


Th recent ten clays the pragypeta atagesl an | extaluticn 
travning ey cenlel worntes ever ie of preparediens fev 
cite clay antel three clay cnpteraticnn  aned other military 
ever ies ane after another ieiting Neowth Seuth oan 
feeventatocnn 


Reagan's State on Union Address Reviewed 
NA CNOE] Pronenane ACN Gin Dnelih 
Ota WT ON han AN 


[Test] Pyongyang lanwary ON CRO NA) tn his Mate of 
the Ulyieen acbeteean at a pent sewatn of Congress an 
January 3% Reagan deactilect hia ecaneniis proliey of 
wien years weakened yy scandal and defeat aa veces 
aired obine tevmeel Than Teentile and aggressive characters 


Wiasing that chasing hia tenure af aftice the Meg of the 
Uiivited Mates has been rebuilt and revived: he said We 
have regtlaceal Marne Annericd with fork ap te America’ 


Dhring the seven years of tis office the UN eccnennny 
ve precatenl ateapovanre y aavel ataredatill state Uedpet anal trade 
etic ita steadily ime reaaed and the United States haa heen 
rerhced to the work's aa better conntey 


According to cata curtailed fas received) by the US 
Dabo Department the number ot Amencana who are 
wider “otticial poverty line surpasaes VO million at 
peaent 


Hin achdvwas ts ne more than a trick to enbellialh and 
Weautil) Che trarrbkruget eoererenirte protien anned deceive the 
Arenas 


His harangue fll of lies and deception i aiming to 
embetiiah all hia failures in policies during hin seven 
years office ao aa to improve the poor image of hia 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


asbovveeventeatociny anvel wom faves of the Arvere ane and 
thyaen bay a prerlites al Cerenevebatocney fere aune es enateal « aenprange of 
Wagrertybes arva ore the pore asehennteal eles tree atatedt few thes 


Vea 


Phe cogreenly leaned Evane fyen cevtenntucnen tere apeannel arnns tae by 
rwegee ating evieree epveletany agrenteleege Nnvel tren c halle apes te 
C cgrwan tite lindesd cove tee atone stantng free lndpet 
reaqueats fe the appressive strategy clefenune cneteatins 

a slangeren tone lear war ayatenn 


Hy paleboe cern teat Tran cabenverventeatecnen wennelel ccnentinvane ane 
te) freeads fighters fe Detravend fen aereater ententian 
Hey prenennad lhe prerton y cof agewnaicney annel center vennteenen on 
stiflenent veogeenene cnne teaching Nec aragua and other € onteal 
Artverte ate connnteres anvel the Coutts 


Tee than Neate cof thee Ulevecees aebelewan the Heeaell ne veateet tes 
cruel character as @ clieflain of the warkts Neo | 
ferreint state the congleacder of apprenatn and wo ay 
Whrerme reeds cf ew eatennee om engnene aetneed tente ee cnntecnny anne 
Neeley TREN Met N atte apenennt eothees censntines 


Hin achdiwns tn a rretahedl Heralds that the reac tronary 
Ariel appew naive matenne oof UN cenngveecatent qrevtes cen call Ie 
Heeree preveenerenrve eed cen the clave alveaed 


Vi Wen mo Neots New Savtet Antbassader 
NAS OEE Pruonervane AON Can baer 
41a a WT OO” haw NS 


[Peat] Pvengvang lanwary Oo ORC IN AD Brenner ot the 
Acboverventeatociey © cree el Vie Beene caves con baneany 6 vvet 
ail hal a coomversatocny woth Cremnacddiy Martoahevih 
reel y agrgreneenteret anvalvcaamaelsny ee tecernadeenany acvel pole nnagey 
tertiary of the Sovtet Ulan te Reread whe pant a 
eemeteny call con teen 


Chey Wand wan Rave Vevng seg vice eniater af foneupn 
allan 


VTetals Celebrate Indian National Ia, 
SA 2 O4dY Pronenang AON tan Paelih 
OO WI OO? han NN 


[leat] Pyongyang lanwary 27 CORONA) Tevetian Anityan 
ach to Kora SS Chill gave a reception on Lannary 26 
al the Cohive restaurant an the occasion af the Wh 
ANTIVOUNATY OOF tte Cevenenebienpe eof the Beqnatelin of Tieden 


Present on tiv itation were Pak Song cfrat rnvertver of the 
Poltiical Marea of the Central Committee of the Wark 
or Party of Koved and View President Kim Vong nam 
member of the Political Mureau of the ( enteal © omnis 
tee of the Workers arty of Raorea, vice premier of the 
Achiviniatration Commteil and foreign miniater Vang 
Pi vernng nergy, ec Hateenaene oof Che Ntanvelinng © cnnemittioe af the 
Supreme People's Assembly. and others Paneign dipte 
Hale CnVoOve in Pyongyang were tivited 


buts FAN AN OUN 
8 January (ORR 


Tin Fran agree Ty Nenaleannaeters SON Coal prerentend ter ae tne ns 

ments pacteel Dy the Resear precgile on tnchuatenes ages 

ciltiine devel proche s levee canned other fheleds of the sen eal 
pat ccnmentotie teem Phe oapeaaeed fas behed that the Korean 
peuple werk make greater stecens on the steuggle to 
carey ot the lat Seven Year Plan under the wore 
leastoratiagy of the great leadker C cnnrade Rare ob acng 
Reforring ter the freemedly  anned comperative relation 
between the tye commtten . fhe ateensedd that lichia and 
Korea are new further dhewehopang the Crremdly relates 
Acting woth commen views on the New Aligned Mave 

wert Phe sengeprerrtect the peeengprernal of the Udoenen cates 
People s Republi of Korea to ease the tension on the 
Korean ponerinala and achieves the peacetil counilic ation 
of the covseteny wathent feoreige interferons e 


Minister of Doren Trade © tae € hong han i tas apeedh 
wished Che Titan poaple greater siecess on them work 
five the grvtetec al security af the camratey and the anity of 
the wlhele eratec and foe the preagress and prosperity of 
the commtey ander the cortect leadership of reaper tod 
Hise Minster Rag Cramdhs Te wenton The Korean 
Coovermenent ane poogle Haghly appreciate the grvsati- 
rile of the Tashan Gawernment im the Now Aligned 
Mesecment and on the mternational arena 


The Korean people value the favenrally developing 
velaticnin of Creeevebatiagy aned commpreration wath beelia ane 
Will strive tere ngpanel aned cle welep there Crremdly relatives 
i all fields oe comfonnty wath the dese of the work's 
repressive prele amd the wea of the Now Alipnod 
Marvennent 


Dior Ul song Coroots President 
NAC OOTS Piste nine Thetentin Neri it Aorea4 
“hha Wd OS Lan NSN 


Text) of compratulatory mensage from Present Kam 
Taonp toe Nemkataraman president af the Reguibti of 
Vivebncd cree Chie cree cannenen cot tfye UOGDe fevnnenetieng: anevenaary 
of the Begeatetic of Tretia] 


[ts st] New Pdothe 


Your Tacetlemy RO Venkataraman 
Waegratelin oof Tevebea 


Chi the cee aan af the Uth anniversary of the fonnenbling 
of the Republic of ladia. toon behall of the DPRA 
Crvernment the Korean people and ony own, extend 
Wate Connnpeatinlation a toy vere excelente y ated yarn gen 
CUNEO UNE aenel prerergele 


The Korean peagtle are glad aver the groat proprees mnade 
Ty yer proegite on the work foe the cdependent develap 
Went Ot the commtry sitee the founding of the Reprattn 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Nv arlene ery elt cof thon copeprerrtornety Po betes eng that the 
froetelly aenel comnprerative telatiuons Detween cnn twee 
corerteres wall feerther stecepthe nn and chevetogy armecenely 
wast verse eevee tlere \) antel vere procpile greater success on 
the work tes ae teeee matecnal anety and mremternezation of 
the coventey 


[Sigrid] Kame Tsong president of the DPRA 


[Pdatet) OS Panary PONN Pyernpy ang 


No Responsible for Price Rise in South 
NA CS10448 Pyomernane ACN tin db nelih 
LOSS GMT ON Lan NS 


[teat] Pyongyang lanuwany )ORE NAD The tranten No 
Tae uc banwary OS actesd as ef he were already pres 
lent) tre seeeveeteiedd thre prengipet chegrety preeee mniates 
atl aneberesd Tae te take measures apannat | facto 
slangereras te prrtee stabality because the prices show an 
i aornenest sepe of late on Nath Korea aceon to a 
regret Crevene Nenad 


Livan stiannvetens senplveneny cenniida one of an ananeat 
ctving fine’ Before anvente etx 


The vive cntetlatle patce take on South Kaneda ona direst 
emitecne af Nev Tae us nabhery af “peawer and treach 
OUR CH ENIEN 


Natethelews No Tae ute stiamnelens enenaply te rngnite 
the rrtee Hehe ter semethang elae pretending to be inter 
Oxted on taking measures te handle the pattem and 
“atalvlining the prtces cn a Ded ter resteded putin agin 
ven 
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that it was difficult to cope with the situation by relying 
on physical force, the ruling circles came out with the 29 
June No Tae-u declaration through a careful calculation 
under the rnanipulation of Washington. However, the 29 
June declaration also resulted in fanning the people's 
democratization fever and in fueling moves for reunifi- 
cation. 


In the situation where a mass labor movement, unprec- 
edented in the history of the South Korean labor move- 
ment, continued for as long as 3 months, the theory of 
the (?combination) of the movement for democratiza- 
tion with the movement for reunification and the theory 
of mass-oriented reunification were being raised among 
the people, and the trend toward procommunist reunifi- 
cation was growing conspicuous. 


Going along with this trend, the opposition camp openly 
talked about the theory of reunification through confed- 
eration and the theory of denying the threat of south- 
ward invasion and even demanded that a candidate with 
a manifest theory on reunification run for the presiden- 
cy. If the tenor of the times had been left intact, the 
pretext for prolonging the military dictatorship would 
have been lost and the existence of the liberal democratic 
system would have been endangered. 


The ruling circles tried to find an alternative to deal with 
the situation, but still had difficulties groping for any 
good key. No Tae-u, DJP presidential candidate, could 
not but become nervous. Candidate No, who sought to 
gain popularity through the 29 June No Tae-u declara- 
tion, but was faced with a sharp decline in popularity 
because his move was labeled the 29 June deceptive 
declaration, became a target of the people’s curses and 
rejection for his involvement in the 12 December inci- 
dent and the Kwangju incident. 


Furthermore, information from the other side of the 
ocean, America, signaled an ominous hint that key 
figures in the U.S. political circles modified their policy 
of exclusively supporting No Tae-u, expressing appre- 
hensions about the aftermath of the South Korean pres- 
idential election, and wee considering the question of 
supporting an opposition candidate. 


As a matter of fact, the United States had a strong doubts 
about the appropriateness No Tae-u’s assumption of 
power based on the viewpoint that it could not cope with 
the South Korean political situation by such methods as 
military coups like those of 16 May and the 12 December 
or by the method of an indiscriminate crackdown, such 
as the Kwangju incident. It also suspected that the 1988 
Olympics would be jeopardized, resulting in the negation 
of the significance of the existence of U.S. forces in 
South Korea. 


No Tae-u, who perceived this and became oversensiti- 
ve,felt uneasy. One day in August, No Tae-u called his 
close aides to a swimming pool and clamored that 
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emergency measures to hold the forthcoming presiden- 
tial election slated for November and smoothly guaran 
tee a transfer of power and the holding of the Olympics 
should be taken. 


The scenario of the KAL incident was contrived under 
this political background. 


A (?Secret) [words indistinct] [subhead] 


A close aide, who grasped No Tae-u’s intention at the 
conference on that day, promptly issued a strict order to 
DJP staff members to come up with emergency mea- 
sures. The first key point of the plot, which was mapped 
out by DJP staff members after several days of deliber- 
ation and discussion, was to turn the situation in favor of 
No Tae-u through another No Tae-u declaration just as 
the fever of the June resistance was cooled through the 
29 June declaration of democratization. The second key 
point of the plot was to employ a new shock treatment 
which would abruptly change the people's [words indis- 
tinct]. 


In a nutshell, the second No Tae-u declaration was 
aimed at securing popularity by putting forth an idea on 
peaceful reunification by capitalizing on the people’s 
aspirations for reunification. And a new shock treatment 
was designed to shift responsibility onto the North by 
perpetrating an abortive attempt to assassinate No Tae-u 
or by bombing the main stadium of the 1988 Olympic 
Games. 


This draft plot was reported to No Tae-u at once. After 
discussing this plot with his aides, No Tae-u obtained 
Chon Tu-hwan’s approval. But the first option was 
reserved and the second option wa revised and supple- 
mented for action. This proceeded from a judgment that 
at that time, measures to cope with the situation by 
shocking the people with a security issue rather than with 
a declaration of a policy on reunification would be 
effective for turning the atmosphere of the elections in 
favor of No Tae-u. Also, the reason for revising the 
second option was that in light of the bombing incident 
at Kimpo airport, the possibility of securing evidence to 
implicate the North in an incident would be scanty and 
the shock effects at home and abroad would not be great. 


Thus, No Tae-u’s group tried to revise the second option 
with new specifics by redirecting the focus abroad where 
effectiveness would be boundless and the fabrication of 
an incident would be favorable. 


What the group used as a model for its idea was the U.S. 
scenario of warfare against North K urea, a mock perfor- 
mance of which was conducted last July. According to 
this mock exercise of the scenario, staged with the 
participation of high-ranking generals of the U.S. forces 
including the commander of the U.S. Forces in South 
Korea, and Chon Tu-hwan, No Tae-u, and other high- 
ranking South Korean officials, the situation is coun- 
tered by igniting a restricted war along the truce line 
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under the simulated situation in which crises have been 
created in South Korea prior to the 1988 Olympic games. 
In other words, bombing an airplane on its way to Japan 
with the South Korean foreign minister aboard in the 
airspace over the East Sea and inflicting temporary 
retaliation on the North after blaming it for incident 
were the key aspects of the mock exercise. 


This was reflected in mapping out the scenario of the 
KAL incident. To put this idea, on which Chon Tu-hwan 
and No Tae-u reached an agreement, into practice, a 
separate command and operations team was formed 
with No Tae-u’s close aides in the Agency for National 
Security Planning Agency [NSP] and the Defense Secu- 
rity Command [DSC]. This team became a top-secret 
team directly under the command of No Tae-u. The 
reason why this team was not assigned to the NSP and 
the DSC, but separately formed, was to maintain secrecy 
and to [words indistinct] because No Tae-u was merely 
the president of the DJP. According to information 
obtained by an SKNDF organization, the question of 
pretending that an international airliner was bombed by 
a spy from the North and subsequent detailed opera- 
tional guidelines were recorded in Memo No | on the 
process. 


Its essence is as follows: 

Date: Mid-November 1987 

Flight route: Singapore to Seoul 
Target: a Korean Air passenger plane 


In addition, memo No | dictated that an operating team 
to blow up the passenger plane and ancther team to 
cover up the former with R08 [as heard] as the director 
of the operation be formed and laid down guidelines for 
the operation, including the conditions to ensure it and 
means to be employed for their escape, and how to act. It 
also explained in detail guidelines for public relations 
and measures to be taken later, including what to do to 
ascribe the bombing of the passenger plane to the North 
through the media in the wake of the bombing. 


The memo also contained an additional explanation that 
if the operation was carried out successfully, the unfa- 
vorable development of the situation concerning the 
election could be reversed at one stroke and that it could 
be as effective as killing four birds with one stone in 
changing the political situation. 


Memo No. 2 on the (?Process) [subhead] 


The choice of people for the assignment of blowing up 
the passenger plane was the most difficult task concern- 
ing the implementation of memo No. | on the process. It 
is because the people who were to blow up the passenger 
plane had to be chosen from among the NSP agents and 
the people who were to cover them up by posing as the 
ones responsible for the bombing had to be people who 
could be identified as coming from the North. 
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For the selection of the people to act as criminals 
responsible for the bombing of the passenger plane, the 
Operating team chose a few among the foreigners listed as 
those the South Korean intelligence agency had to keep 
an eye on who could be identified as having connections 
with the North. The team sent urgent directives to NSP 
agents working abroad to locate those among the above 
listed people then traveling abroad, without delay. 


Among the replies from NSP agents operating abroad 
was a cable dated 19 November last year from Vienna, 
Austria: Two carrying Japanese passports, father and 
daughter, spotted. Shinichi Hachiya, 69, male. He is 
considered to be a (?pers:'.n) who has visited South Korea 
a few times since 1984. Mayumi Hachiya, 27, female. 
Detailed personal facts about her are not available. On 
19 November the two purchased air tickets with the 
itinerary of leaving Vienna on 23 November and arriv- 
ing in Manama on 29 November via Belgrade, Bagdhad, 
and Abu Dabhi. 


After carefully studying and analyzing this cable, the 
Operating team decided that selecting the father and 
daughter as the ones to carry out [as heard] the mission 
of blowing up the passenger plane was the best tactic. 


Shinichi Hachiya was a person whom the South Korean 
authorities concerned put on a list of people to keep an 
eye on as he had committed such illegal acts as smuggling 
on his visits to South Korea. These two had been selected 
by the operating team for the assignment of blowing up 
a passenger plane on the understanding that they carried 
Japanese passports and that they traveled along a course 
where there are North missions and where there is a 
relatively large number of travelers from the North, and, 
therefore, they would stir no controversy even if they 
were made to appear as if they were members of the Red 
Army terrorists who, acting on order from the North, 
infiltrated the Korean Air plane. 


According to this decision, the operating team hurriedly 
changed and revised their Memo No | by revising and 
complementing their earlier plan to use the international 
air route between Singapore and Seoul and instead use 
the route Shinichi and Mayumi often traveled and [word 
indistinqt}. 


Memo No 2 on the process which clearly stated 29 
November 1987 as the date for the operation; air route 
from Baghdad to Seoul via Abu Dahbi and Bangkok; and 
KAL Flight 858 as the target to destroy further explained 
why KAL Flight 858 had been selected to be destroyed, 
along with the fact that H107 [as heard], a crew member 
aboard the plane in question, had been selected as the 
operative to destroy the plane. 


KAL Flight 858 plane was an old aircraft which had been 
purchased in 1972 and had twice made belly Tn It 
was also insured against accidents for as much as $500 
million. 
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This memo on the process was confirmed as the final 
memo on the KAL plane incident and was then named 
“Operation 87.” 


“Operation 87” [subhead] 


The curtain for the KAL passenger plane incident was 
finally raised. From Seoul a directive was radioed to an 
agent operating in Vienna ordering him to accompany 
the two to Baghdad and deliver them there, to agents 
Operating in Bahrain to tail the two upon arrival there 
and make contacts with them in hotel, and to agents 
operating in Baghdad to have the |! Foreign Ministry 
officials, who were on board the passenger plane along 
with the two, deplane in Abu Dhabi. 


This emergency directive was fully carried out. In Abu 
Dhabi airport the father and daughter; nine crew mem- 
bers including the purser of Flight 858, Pak Kil-yong; 
and |! Foreign Ministry officials got off the plane. Only 
the South Korean construction workers, most of whom 
were returning from the Middle East, remained on the 
KAL plane. 


Among those who got off at the airport was H107 [as 
heard], an NSP secret agent who placed explosives on the 
plane. As a result of the explosives planted on it by the 
NSP agent, the KAL passenger plane with nearly 100 
workers aboard blew up in midair in the sky over Burma 
at around 1400 on 29 November as scheduled. 


Shinichi and Mayumi Hachiya, who had nothing to do 
with this incident and who knew nothing about it, 
boarded another plane in Abu Dhabi that left the airport 
shortly and checked in the Regency Hotel in Manama 
after arriving in Bahrain. 


(Kim Chong-ki), second secretary in the South Korean 
Embassy in Bahrain, in fact an NSP agent, who tailed 
Shinichi and Mayumi Hachiya cabled his headquarters 
in Seoul regarding their arrival in Manama. 


In a bid to lend authenticity to Seoul’s story, the South 
Korean Foreign Ministry made an official inquiry into 
the identification of the two at the Japanese Foreign 
Ministry. 


Even before an official reply concerning their identifica- 
tion arrived from the Japan se authorities, (Kim Chong- 
ki), acting on directives from his headquarters, went to 
the Regency Hotel after diiner on the evening of 30 
November, without letting the Bahraini authorities con- 
tact Shinichi and Mayumi to confirm their identifica- 
tion. His aim was to galvanize the two people into 
moving and eventually making them appear to have 
been involved in the KAL plane incident. 


As expected by the South Korean plotters, Shinichi and 
Mayumi Hachiya, frightened by (Kim Chong-ki’s) sud- 
den visit to them in the hotel and by the questions about 
their identification, (?suddenly) changed their earlier 
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plan to stay in Manama and decided to head for Rome. 
The next morning, on | December, they went to the 
airport to catch a plane bound for Rome. 


Shortly before their leaving the hotel, the South Korean 
secret agents who had already been sent hurriedly to 
Manama and who had been staked out to keep an eye on 
the two took a cigarette pack out of Shinichi Hachiya’s 
pocket and planted in it an identical, poisoned cigarette 
pack they brought from Seoul, without the knowledge of 
the two. 


When the two arrived at the airport, the Japanese 
Embassy in Manama requested that the security police at 
Manama airport subject people carrying Japanese pass- 
ports to thorough checks, according to a request from the 
South Korean Embassy. 


According to the information gathered in advance by the 
Japanese authorities concerned, the passports the father 
and daughter carried were forged ones. Fearful of his 
past record of forging passports and smuggling being 
exposed, Shinichi Hachiya began to smoke the cigarette 
replaced by the South Korean secret agents in detention 
and suddenly died. 


His death was not suicide as reported by the South 
Korean mass media, but murder by poisoning by the 
South Korean secret agents. It was out of the calculation 
that one is better than two in making the two appear to 
be the culprits responsible for the KAL plane incident 
that the South Korean secret agents murdered Shinichi 
Hachiya by poisoning and let Mayumi survive. 


Shocked by Shinichi’s (?sudden) death, Mayumi 
Hachiya, too, collasped in a faint. Mayumi’s passing out 
was promptly reported as a suicide attempt. There was 
no way Mayumi could have attempted to kill herself by 
poison as she carried no poisoned cigarettes. 


The Concealed Circumstances Behind the Extradition 
[subhead] 


The operation had been carried out as scheduled. All that 
remained to be done was to make Shinichi and Mayumi 
Hachiya appear to be the culprits responsible for the 
bombing of the passenger plane. However, a problem 
cropped up. Fearing that her past smuggling record 
would be exposed during her interrogation by the Bah- 
raini investigation authorities, Mayumi did not open her 
mouth. 


Anticipating that the Bahraini authorities would not be 
able to falsely link Mayumi to the bombing of the 
passenger plane since she had nothing to do with it, the 
operations team in charge of executing the plan had even 
mapped out an operation to make the extradition of 
Mayumi come to pass. What they had failed to foresee, 
however, was that the extradition of criminals can turn 
out to be a difficult task in view of international law. 
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According to the dictates of international law and 
accepted international norms, the right to investigate 
Criminals of other countries goes primarily to the coun- 
try that detains the criminals, next to the country of the 
criminals, and finally to country where the crime was 
committed. 


In order to claim that the downed plane was blow: up in 
midair and to have Mayumi extradited, it was impera- 
tive for South Korea to produce material evidence, 
including wreckage of the downed plane, to prove that 
the plane had been blown up in midair, as well as to have 
Mayumi’s confession. 


Nevertheless, Mayumi remained silent from the begin- 
ning, her nationality and identity remained unproven, 
and not even the wreckage of the plan had been found. 
As a result, the operations team arranged to conduct 
diplomatic negotiations with Bahrain and produce mate- 
rial evidence to prove the incident. 


According to this, Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su sent 
a memorandum to his Bahraini counterpart Mubarak 
asking for his cooperation and arranging for First Vice 
Foreign Minister Pak Su-kil to hurriedly visit Bahrain 
carrying a lot of money and gifts to seek Mayumi’s 
extradition. Pak Su-kil admitted himself that tens of 
millions of dollars had been spent to have Mayumin 
extradited. 


In the meantime, from the beginning of the incident the 
Operations team began to spread false rumors such as 
Mayumi was a Korean national or that she spoke Korean 
fluently; that the dead Shinichi was a member of the 
Japanese Red Army, or that he was a spy from the North 
known as Miyamoto, also known as Kozumi, or that he 
was a secretary second-class at the North Korean 
embassy in Malaysia to prove the theory that the North 
was behind the crime. 


However, with no material evidence produced to bear 
out their claim that Mayunmi and her companion were 
responsible for the bombing of the passenger plane in 
midair, that is to say they failed to produce any clue in 
her personal effects to prove that the couple had actually 
carried explosives on the plane or to produce the wreck- 
age of the downed plane, the extradition hit a snag. 


As they needed some evidence to prove their claim that 
Mayumi and the dead Shinichi were the criminals, they 
invented false evidence saying that they had managed to 
find some trace of gun power in the belt buckle of the 
dead Shinichi. In addition, they planned to secretly 
scatter some airplane wreckage pieces, false ones, of 
course, in the sea for Burmese fishermen to spot. 


This was a mission that had to be carried out in complete 
secrecy. If they were to carry the fabricated wreckage of 
a plane to Burma from Seoul by air, they ran the risk of 
being exposed at the Burmese airport. So, under the 
excuse that it was impossible to search for the wreckage 
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in Burma, they planned to withdraw the search team and 
then return it to the spot under an appropriate excuse 
and smuggle the wreckage of the KAL plane in by air in 
the plane ferrying the search team. When they went out 
to sea, they could scatter the false evidence on the water 
pretending that they were searching for the wreckage. 


According to this scenario, the operations team suddenly 
halted the search and sent the search team back to South 
Korea on 9 December 1987. On 10 December, after 
spreading an unofficial, false report that a U.S. military 
patrol aircraft had spotted the wreckage of the KAL 
plane in the Andaman Sea near Burma, the operations 
team sent the search team back to resume the search at 
dawn on 13 December. At this time, the airplane that 
ferried the search team brought the false wreckage of the 
downed plane and scattered it in the Andaman Sea. A 
Burmese freighter then spotted it. 


In the meantime, according to information leaked by the 
South Korean authorities concerned, the South Korean 
authorities had extracted in advance an understanding 
from the Japanese security authorities before planning 
and carrying out the bombing of the KAL plane, going to 
such lengths as reaching an agreement with their Japa- 
nese counterparts that since Mayumi and Shinichi 
Hachiya were not Japanese citizens Japan would not 
seek their extradition. 


This is the why the Japanese security authorities offi- 
cially waived the extradition of Mayumi immediately 
after news of the incident broke, while joining in spread- 
ing the No Tae-u group’s theory that the incident had 
been committed by the North and spreading falsified 
information to prove their claim. 


In this manner, the ruling quarters in South Korea were 
unable to extradite Mayumi for some time. However, by 
managing to get their way through buying off and threat- 
ening the Bahraini Foreign Ministry officials involved in 
the investigation and by dramatically succeeding in 
extraditing Mayumi on the eve of the presidential elec- 
tion in South Korea, the South Korean ruling quarters 
succeeded in stirring the public psychology and managed 
to use the extradition to garner votes in their favor. 


It was according to the scenario already written by the 
No Tae-u group that the NSP announced the theory of 
the North’s involvement in the crime through the results 
of an investigation of Mayumi. And therefore, it is a 
fabrication and self-made drama not worth believing in 
or considering even for a moment. 


This is the true picture of the incident. The No Tae-u 
group, which has undertaken such a tragic incident of 
sacrificing many innocents in pursuit of insidious polit- 
ical purposes, will never be able to avoid stern judgment 
by history and the nation. 


[Dated] 21 January 1988 Seoul 
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People in South Want Cohosting of Olympics 
SK280122 (Clandestine) Voice of National 
Salvation in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[Text] Recently, voices calling for the cohosting of the 
Olympics by the North and South and opposing its 
unilateral hosting are growing day by day among the 
popular masses of all walks of life in South Korea. 


Madame Yun Chong-won of the station has a comment 
on this. 


[Begin Yun recording] Finding it hard to suppress their 
indignation over the Chon military dictatorial group's 
antinational and antipopular act to disrupt the cohosting 
of the Olympics by the North and South and to stub- 
bornly carry out its unilateral hosting, our popular 
masses unanimously hope that the 1988 Olympics will 
become a national festival that helps the reunification of 
the country. 


As is known, the North, after putting forward a proposal 
on cohosting the Olympics, has exerted every possible 
effort to realize the proposal. Our popular masses who 
hope for reunification, too, have unanimously hoped for 
the realization of the proposal for Olympic cohosting 
and have struggled for its realization. 


Even the international community has actively sup- 
ported the proposal for the cohosting of the Olympics 
and also unanimously hoped for its realization. 


Nevertheless, the vicious maneuvers of the United States 
and the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u clique that are against 
the idea of Olympic cohosting has led to an abortion of 
the cohosting of the Olympics by the North and South 
and has in effect finalized its unilateral hosting. 


Our popular masses should clearly see why it was neces- 
sary to unilaterally host the Olympics, who will benefit 
from it, and who will be sacrificed by it. 


In essence, the awarding of the rights to South Korea to 
host the Seoul Olympics was engineered by the vicious 
intentions of the United States determined to keep South 
Korea as a permanent colony and dominate it by fabri- 
cating the two Koreas and by the ambitions of the 
current military dictatorial group bent on prolonging its 
stay in power. 


The unilateral hosting of the Olympics by Seoul is an 
antinational and antipopular (?sporting event) that is 
being used to trample the unanimous aspirations of our 
popular masses who hope for national reunification and 
democratization of society and to only serve the interests 
of the United States and the military dictators currently 
in power. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The United States and the military dictatorial group are 
so excited that they are dancing and noisily advertising 
that they are to unilaterally host the Olympics. 


If we just watch them dancing and do nothing about it, 
what will become of our nation and our people's future? 
Our national reunification will become more remote, the 
misery suffered by our popular masses due to national 
division will continue on, the military dictatorship will 
be prolonged, and the cause of turning society into one 
governed by independence and democracy which our 
popular masses hope for so much will become further 
remote. 


This being the case, our popular masses who hope to 
achieve national reunification at an early date by realiz- 
ing national reconciliation and unity are indignant about 
the unilateral hosting of the Olympics by the authorities. 


Under no circumstances should our popular masses 
welcome the unilateral hosting of the Olympics which is 
of no help to national reunification. They should instead 
frustrate the attempt to unilaterally host the Olympics at 
any cost and vigorously struggle to realize the cohosting 
of the Olympics by the North and South. [end recording] 


South Korea 


Efforts To Get North to Olympics To Continue 
SK280924 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0915 GMT 28 Jan 88 


{Text} Seoul, Jan. 28 (YONHAP)—South Korea will 
continue efforts to pursuade North Korea and five other 
countries into participating in the 1988 Seoul Summer 
Olympics, Sports Minister Cho Sang-ho said Thursday. 


The five countries that failed to meet the Jan. 17 
deadline for giving official notice are Cuba, Nicaragua, 
the Seychelles, Albania and Ethiopia. 


In a briefing to President-elect No Tae-u on preparations 
for the Seoul Olympics, the sports minister said such 
efforts will be exerted until the opening of the 16-day 
Olympiad on Sept. 17 to keep the number of non- 
participants to a minimum, although a record number of 
161 countries are to attend the games. 


No is scheduled to be sworn in as the Republic’s 13th 
president on Feb. 25, succeeding President Chon Tu- 
hwan. 


Noting that the International Olympic Committee-led 
[IOC] inter-Korean sports talks on Pyongyang’s demand 
that it be made a co-host of the 24th Summer Olympics 
are pressed for time and hardly possible to bear results, 
Cho said his ministry will ask the IOC to end its efforts 
to mediate the talks at an appropriate occassion. 
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He also reported that if it is turned out to be difficult for 
the five countries to send their teams to Seoul, they will 
be encouraged to participate in demonstration events or 
send officials only. 


The IOC has offered to North Korea that it be allowed to 
host five of the 23 official Olympic competition events. 
South Korea accepted the five-sport proposal, bui North 
Korea demanded more sports and the right to co-host the 
games. 


President-elect No said after being briefed on the Olym- 
pic preparations by Cho and Pak Se-chik, president of 
the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee, that South 
Korea has been getting a growing limelight from the 
international community because of the coming games. 


No, who had assumed the first sports minister and once 
served as head of the Seoul Olympic Organizing Com- 
mittee, called for utmost efforts to live up to the inter- 
national expectation and make the Seoul games a global 
festival of harmony transcending ideology and politics. 


Report on Security Measures for Olympics 
SK270719 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0651 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[By Chae Song-hui] 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 27 (YONHAP)—The 1988 Summer 
Olympics, slated to be held in South Korea’s capital city 
of Seoul, will surely be the most heavily guarded inter- 
national sports event the world has ever seen. 


Seoul is located barely 45 km south of forward area 
where two hostile groups of hundreds of thousands of 
armed soldiers are confronting each other across a mili- 
tary armistice line, which has left the Korean peninsula 
divided during the past four decades. 


The South and North Koreas have been less successful in 
forging a basis for solving the military and political 
tension in the peninsula despite several peace overtures 
initiated by both sides in early 1970s and la’ <r on. 


The enmity between the two Koreas was dramatically 
underlined last Jan. 15 when a 26-year-old woman 
confessed she was a North Korean agent and planted a 
bomb on a South Korean airliner that was presumed to 
have been blown up with 115 people on board over the 
sea off Burma last Nov. 29. A few days before she 
appeared at a press conference in Seoul, North Korea 
announced it would not attend Seoul Olympics. 


South Korean officials believe the attack by the North 
Korea against the airliner was part of its scheme to scare 
world countries away from the Seoul Olympics, which 
South Koreans see as the crowning touch of their eco- 
nomic growth in recent years. 


15 
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South Korean Government is planning to officially acti- 
vate a combined military-police task force with a mis- 
sion to protect athletes and to guard the Olympic games 
facilities from any attempt to disrupt them. The task 
force, to be officially called, 88 Olympics Security Corps, 
will be manned with 120,000 police and military person- 
nel and equipped with a huge array of 117,000 security 
gadgets, Olympic officials disclosed. 


The United States, which stations 40,000 of its troops in 
South Korea, is allegedly seeking to support the South 
Korean government’s security measures by placing its 
Korea-based troops on alert alongside the South Korean 
Army during the games. ASSOCIATED PRESS has 
recently also quoted U.S. officials as saying that aircraft 
carriers and other U.S. Navy units may be moved into 
the region to boost defenses. 


The Olympic-related security measures will be con- 
trolled by the Security Coordination Control Headquar- 
ters housed at the Olympic Center. The controllers are 
comprised of representatives from the armed forces, 
police and other security-related government offices. 


Security measures, Olympic officials say, would be 
divided into three major segments—anti-terror opera- 
tion, guarding of the sports venues and accommodation 
facilities, and protection of delegates and athlets partic- 
ipating in the games. 


The Security Coordination Control Headquarters has 
formed scores of 12- to 16-man anti-terror commando 
squads out of the members of the Olympic Security 
Corps and elite police units. For this purpose, the 
Olympic Security Corps allocated 600 of its personnel 
while the National Police Headquarters and the Seoul 
city police bureau backed up with 150 of its specialized 
counter-terror elements each. 


The headquarters officials say they have already worked 
out detailed operation plans aimed at preventing terror- 
ists and their weapons from sneaking into the nation’s 
international airports or harbors. 


The machinegun-equipped crack troops will be deployed 
in and around the Olympic center and other key facili- 
ties. The commando squads will also be armed with 
various kinds of weapons and equipments specially 
designed for usage in anti-terror operations. Police dogs 
are to be employed in their routine activities for search- 
ing explosives or other impure terrorist weapons that are 
not easily discovered by metal detectors. 


The southeastern corner of Seoul where the major sports 
venues and accomodation facilities are located will be 
declared special security district during the games. It 
means the district will be placed under an intensive 
security cordon while the games are underway. 
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A total of 32,000 janitors will be hired to guard in shifts 
the 18 major games venues, six athletes, villages, 29 
hotels, 32 warm-up sites and 23 venues arranged for 
cultural functions in the district around the clock. 


The athletes’ and press villages will be protected by 
three-fold electromagnetic security fences. The guards 
are warned immediately if an intruder attempts to get 
over. Those who are to enter the athletes’ village must go 
through three-fold checks before reaching the manage- 
ment office of the village. 


The Olympic park is equipped with various security 
gadgets, including metal detectors at all entrances, tele- 
vision cameras watching all areas and x-ray machines 
that can detect plastic explosives. 


The closed circuit television cameras will look into every 
nook and cranny of the stands of the games venues to 
check movements of any spectator who moves out of his 
reserved seat. Should the spectator do something unex- 
pected, the guards on duty at the spot will be immedi- 
ately instructed to rush to him. 


The foreign delegations and international sports digni- 
taries will be under constant guard of the South Korean 
security personnel during their stay in Seoul. About 400 
woman guards, who have been trained in self-defense 
martial arts and foreign languages, will be assigned to 
protect female athletes and delegates. 


More Nations Condemn North’s Terrorist Acts 
SK280245 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
28 Jan 88 p I 


[Text] New Zealand’s Foreign Minister Russell Marshall 
yesterday strongly condemned the “wanton” terrorist act 
by North Korea of killing 115 people in the bombing of 
Korean Air Flight 858 last November. 


In a statement released to the press by the New Zealand 
Embassy in Seoul, Marshall said, “On the evidence 
available, North Korea has carried out an act of wanton 
terrorism.” 


Recalling North Korea’s other bombing attack on the 
Korean presidential entourage in Rangoon in 1983, he 
said, “These horrendous acts are futile and only add to 
North Korea's isolation.” 


He added, “Civilized countries have no choice but to 
condemn them in the strongest terms, and to call on 
North Korea to desist immediately.” 


His condemnation was by far the strongest of the state- 
ments which have been issued by foreign governments. 
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Danish Foreign Minister Ellemann Jensen Tuesday sum- 
moned Chong Un-kyo, charge d'affaires at the North 
Korean Embassy in Copenhagen, and expressed Den- 
mark’s condemnation and “abhorrence of the terrorist 
act.” 


According to a report from the Korean Embassy in 
Denmark, the Danish foreign minister informed the 
North Korean diplomat of the contents of the joint 
condemnatory statement issued by the member coun- 
tries of the European Community. 


Papua-New Guinea Deputy Prime Minister and Acting 
Foreign Minister Julius Chan condemned earlier this 
week the heinous act by the Pyongyang regime saying 
‘“‘~Papua-New Guinea does not support state-sponsored 
terrorist acts and has consistently condemned them in 
the past.” 


Japanese Official on Antiterror Cooperation 
SK271106 Seoul YONHAP in English 1017 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 27 (YONHAP)—Director-generals 
for Asian affairs of the South Korean and Japanese 
foreign ministries are expected to assume the responsi- 
bility for a projected Korea-Japan joint anti-terror coop- 
erative committee for the Seoul Olympic games this 
autumn. 


An official at the Japanese Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday that the committee, tentatively named 
Korea-Japan Cocperative Committee for the Seoul 
Olympics, will hold working-level talks once or twice a 
month with deputy director generals from the two 
nations’ foreign ministries attending. 


The committee is expected to be inaugurated on Feb. 25, 
when Japanese Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita comes 
to Seoul in celebration of the swearing-in of Korean 
President-elect No Tae-u. After No’s inaugural ceremo- 
ny, Takeshita is expected to hold sumit talks with no 
discussing various issues concerning the 24th Olympic 
games. 


The binational decision of Olympic cooperative measure 
is said to have followed the North Korean engineering of 
the midair destruction of a South Korean Airlines jet- 
liner near Burma late in November as part of attempts to 
impede the upcoming Seoul games. 


The Japanese ministry official said that Seoul and Tokyo 
had agreed to establish the cooperative committee after a 
North Korean woman agent confessed on Jan. 15 that 
North Korea’s Kim Chong-il, son and heir apparent of 
Kirn Il-song, abetted her and her dead male companion 
in a bombing attack. The passenger plane carried 115 


people. 


FBIS-EAS-88-018 
28 January 1988 


The two North Korean azents were passengers on the 
ill-fated South Korean jet on an earlier flight part before 
the Boeing 707 disappeared on Nov. 29 en route to Seoul 
from Baghdad via Abu Dhabi. 


Japanese chief cabinet secretary Keizo Obuchi said on 
Tuesday in a statement that Japan will help South Korea 
prevent any further attempts by the North to disrupt the 
Seoul Summer Olympics. 


Tourism E ed With Communist Countries 
SK280159 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
28 Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] The government will encourage tourism-related 
exchanges with north Korea and East European coun- 
tries after the Seoul Olympics, the Transportation Min- 
istry announced yesterday. 


Briefing President Chon Tu-hwan on the ministry’s 
major programs for the new year, Minister Cha Kyu-hon 
said the government would “‘push ahead wwth tourism- 
oriented exchanges” with north Korea, China, the Soviet 
Union and other countries that have no diplomatic 
relations with Seoul. 


A ranking ministry official said he expects Korea to 
promote sports and economic exchanges with Soviet- 
bloc countries after the Games. 


“It may be natural, then, for us to initiate contacts with 
those countries in he field of the tourist industry,” said 
Choe Hun, director of the ministry’s Tourism Bureau. 


Foreign tourists visiting south Korea could be encour- 
aged to visit north Korea, Choe said. 


Nevertheless, he acknowledged it is not likely that north 
Korea would accept the Seoul bid in the near future. 


According to another ministry official, north Korea has 
joined only one international tourism organization to 
date, the World Travel Organization [WTO], Which it 
joined in 1987. 


Representatives of Seoul and Pyongyang attended a 
WTO meeting in Spain, but didn’t contact one another, 
he said. 


A senior tourism official participated in a meeting of an 
international tourism organization in Beijing in October 
1986. He met with Chinese officials during the confer- 
ence, informed sources said. 


He proposed that the two countries initiate tourism- 
related exchanges but the Chinese officials showed no 
response, the sources said. 


There have been informal contacts between Korean and 
Chinese tourism officials in other international forums, 
the sources said. 
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North Korea has accepted a limited number of foreign 
tourists from Hong Kong. It displayed its tourist publi- 
cations in international tour fairs last year through travel 
agents in Hong Kong. 


Seoul expects many tourists, as well as athletes and 
sports officials, to visit Korea during the Olympics from 
the Soviet Union and other East European countries. But 
they expect few tourists from China. 


Nonetheless, Seoul could encourage Korean residents in 
China and the Soviet Sakhalin to visit their motherland 
during and after the Games, the sources said. 


Interest in China ‘Booming’ Since Election 
SK280321 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
28 Jan 88 p 9 


[By Yi Yong-chol of YONHAP News Agency] 


[Text] Koreans’ interest in China has boomed recently 
boosting Seoul’s stock price index to a series of record 
highs since the nation’s Dec. 16 presidential election last 
year resulted in the victory of No Tae-u, the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party candidate. 


No pledged during his campaign to improve Seoul- 
Beijing relations, unveiling his ambition to improve 
relations with mainland China, if elected president, 
including binational trade. 


Many influential South Korean newspapers have carried 
optimistic features heralding the expected prosperity of 
Korea’s west coastal region, which would profit from the 
opening of direct trade with China in the near future. 


Recently, mainland China officially announced that it 
will participate in the Seoul Summer Olympics this year. 


China studies are becoming more popular among South 
Koreans, this year, with Chinese language classes at 
private language institutes overflowing with students, 
while in-house Chinese language training is growing in 
popularity among general trading companies and busi- 
ness conglomerates in Seoul. 


Seoul bookstores have installed additional book corners 
focusing on China-related materials, in an effort to meet 
the rising demand for more detailed information on 
China. 


Despite the geographical proximity between China and 
South Korea, ideological differences since the 1940s 
have shattered the two countries’ strong relations which 
have been cherished for thousands of years. 


However, since 1976 when China’s strongman Deng 
Xiaoping rose to power and later adopted an open 
market policy, South Korea and Red China launched 
bilateral indirect trade via third countries. 
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Since then, the increasing trade between the two coun- 
tries has established a close economic partnership 
between the two. 


Seoul has already intensified its efforts to maintain 
non-political exchanges with Beijing. Economic experts 
estimated South Korea’s exports to mainland China in 
1986 at 1.5 billion U.S. dollars, while those of North 
Korea amounted to no more than $1 billion. 


In recent weeks, the Chinese government reportedly said 
that it plans to establish a trade office in Seoul, soon after 
the Seoul Olympiad slated for Sept. 17-Oct. 2. 


Monthly enrollment at the Chinese language institute in 
Seoul, was tallied at about 300 in January, marking a 
threefold jump from a month earlier. Those enrolled 
included university students, employees at trading com- 
panies, purchasing agents, bankers and public officials. 


A 35-year-old purchasing agent registered at the CCC 
{expansion unknown] said, “So far we have had to rely 
on an indirect route via Hong Kong to trade with 
communist China. Looking forward to the day when 
direct trade with China comes true, I’ve also made up my 
mind to learn Chinese here.” 


Song Chae-pok, head of the CCC, said, “Riding on the 
current China boom, enrollment has shown such a 
remarkable increase that we have had to add 10 more 
classes to the 18 previous classes.” 


Enrollment at the YONHAP Chinese Language Insti- 
tute, another private academy in downtown Seoul, has 
soared from 20 to 70 students in a one-month period. 


Wang Chi-wen, an ethnic Chinese running the school, 
said, “In recent days, we have had about 30 telephone 
calls a day asking for information on classes. I believe 
that it will take about five months for a student here to 
master daily Chinese conversation.” 


Reflecting the ballooning popularity in Chinese studies, 
the number of Chinese language publications has also 
shown a dramatic increase. At one large bookst«re in 
Seoul, 20 kinds of Chinese conversation textbc ..s and 
15 kinds of Chinese language cassette tapes are on 
display. 


Yom Sang-kyu, a manager at the Chongno Bookstore, a 
leading bookstore in Seoul, said, ‘“‘We used to sell no 
more than seven or eight copies of Chinese textbooks a 
day. Now we sell at least 15. We’re doing pretty we!l with 
books on China's politics, economy and culture, not to 
mention its language.” 


Recent popular books on China mentioned by Yom were 
“Mainland China’s Principal Economic Law,” “Deng 
Xiaoping and His Political Structure” and “Mainland 
China’s Politics toward Southeast Asia.” 
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In a move to meet the growing demand for books about 
China, Chongno Bookstore established a special book 
corner specializing in China-related publications. 


Kyobo Bookstore, Seoul’s other bookstore giant, also 
plans to unveil soon its response to the burgeoning 
interest in China. 


business conglomerates have recently intensified, or 
newly opened Chinese training programs for their 
employees. 


The Daewoo Co., Ltd. intends to send a number of 
officials to Hankuk University of Foreign Studies in 
Seoul for a five-month Chinese course before dispatch- 
ing them to universities in Taiwan for two years of 
additional Chinese language studies. 


Hungarian Trade May Initiate Diplomatic Ties 
SK280133 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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(“News Analysis”’column by staff reporter Kang Song- 
chol: ““Korea-Hungarian Trade May Help Spur East-bloc 
Exchanges”’] 


[Text] A Hungarian trade office is slated to open in Seoul 
in March amidst freer and more lively discussion of 
“Nord Politik” in Korea. 


As contributing factors, analysts point to Korea’s rapid 
economic success and the changing international politi- 
cal situations. 


Hungary must have judged that it has many things to 
gain from commercial and capital exchanges with Korea, 
which is considered an economic role model for devel- 
Oping countries. 


The East European country is said to have pursued trade 
exchanges with Seoul with the tacit approval of the 
Soviet Union, which has recently been promoting open 
policies called glasnost under the leadership of Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 


The establishment of trade offices in Seoul and Budapest 
may be regarded by Korea as a breakthrough in its efforts 
to accelerate commercial and other exchanges with the 
East-bloc nations. (A Korean trade office opened in 
Budapest last December.) 


Government officials may hope that the improvement of 
ties in nonpolitical fields will help, in the long run, to 
establish formal diplomatic ties with Communist coun- 
tries. 


The analysts point out the fact that the developments are 
being made at a time when President-elect No Tae-u is 
talking about improving relations with China and the 
East European countries. 
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No has promised to set up formal diplomatic ties with 
China before his five-year presidential term which starts 
on Feb. 25 is over. 


His diplomatic overtures toward the Communist coun- 
tries are “not impracticable,” said the analysts, adding 
that international situations are developing favorably for 
Seoul. 


They predicted that din the years to come, Korea will see 
rapidly increasing exchanges with the East-bloc nations 
in such nonpolitical fields as sports, culture and trade. 


The commercial exchanges between Korea and the Com- 
munist countries amounted to about $2.3 billion last 
year, according to unofficial statistics. 


The Soviet Union's glasnost, along with the fact that the 
Communist superpower is giving increasing importance 
in its foreign policy to Asia, will help foster an atmo- 
sphere under which the East European countries can 
more easily make contacts with Korea, said the analysts. 


The Seoul Olympic Games this fall will also help foster a 
favorable ambience between the host country of Korea 
and the Communist participants. 


As Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su suggested, the 
opening of a Hungarian trade office may be followed by 
similar steps with other East European countries. 


Officials are talking about the prospect of two or three 
more Communist countries setting up trade offices in 
Seoul this year. They may include Yugoslavia, Poland 
and East Germany. 


The improved ties with Communist countries are 
expected to help the nation to further consolidate its 
diplomatic edge over North Korea. 


As President-elect No Tae-u said, Seoul will be able to 
deal with inter-Korea problems “in an elder brotherly 
manner.” 


No even suggested that he would not oppose the United 
States and Japan recognizing Pyongyang first, if there 
were guarantees that the Soviet Union and China would 
take similar steps toward Seoul. 


The improving ties between Korea and the East Euro- 
pean countries may also help press North Korea to 
accept realities, and contribute to fostering a favorable 
international milieu for such proposals by Seoul as joint 
admission of the two Koreas into the United Nations. 


It may be too early to predict, but the analysts say the 
establishment of trade offices may be considered a step 
toward opening full ties between countries that now have 
no formal diplomatic relationship. 
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They say the trade offices may develop into trade mis- 
sions, which would help opening consular and ul.imately 
full diplomatic ties. 


Some even predict that the Hungarian trade office may 
be allowed to handle de factor consular affairs. 


Poland Expected To Establish Trade Office 
SK280148 Seoul YONHAP in English 
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[Text] Seoul, Jan. 28 (YONHAP)—Poland is expected to 
establish a trade office in Seoul soon after Hungary 
becomes the first East-bloc nation to set up a trade office 
in Seoul this March, business sources here said Thurs- 
day. 


Yugoslavia and East Germany are expected to follow the 
footstep of the two East European communist bloc 
countries with which South Korea has no diplomatic 
relations, according to the sources. 


The Korea Trade Promotion Corp., a non-profit semi- 
governmental organization, opened a two-man branch 
office in the Hungarian capital of Budapest last Decem- 
ber. 


A Polish official of a Poland-Japan joint venture firm 
came to Seoul late last month to inform the Kotra [Korea 
Trade Promotion Corporation] that joint venture trad- 
ing firm was willing to establish a branch office here, 
according to the sources. 


Giving positive response to the Polish proposal, the 
Kotra in return expressed the hope of opening its trade 
office in Warsaw. 


An official from the Yugoslavian Chamber of Commerce 
has recently visited South Korea to tap possibility of 
opening an office in Seoul. A detailed negotiation is 
expected to be under way shortly, the sources said. 


Daewoo Business Group, one of the top 10 conglomer- 
ates in South Korea, has become the first private enter- 
prise to open its office in the East-bloc countries by 
establishing an office in East Berlin, paving the way for 
possible direct trade contacts between East Germany 
and South Korea. 


A government authority was quoted as saying that future 
trade offices to be establised in Korea would be modeled 
after that of Hungary, adding that South Korea is open to 
any country in exchanging trade offices. 
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Trade Group To Open Offfices in East Germany 
SK280249 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
28 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] The Korea Trade Promotion Corporation (KO- 
TRA) has received approval from East Germany to open 
its trade office in East Berlin and preparatory work is 
already under way, it was learned yesterday. 


The Daewoo company has also been approved to set up 
its trade branch office in East Germany and the company 
officers frequently visit the country. 


The establishment of a trade office by private cornpanies 
in Czechoslovakia will be possible during the first half of 
this year. 


The Foreign Ministry yesterday refused to comment on 
it. 


Private Sector Readies for East Bloc Trade 
SK280502 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0241 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 28 (YONHAP)—South Korea's pri- 
vate sector, encouraged by the government policy to 
expand trade and economic links with Eastern bloc 
nations, is seeking channels for direct trade and other 
ways to advance into the region. 


Business sources here said Thursday that the trading 
arms of South Korea’s big businesses, which have been 
involved in trade, mostly through third countries, with 
the Eastern bloc nations, are mapping out the prepara- 
tory steps for their direct trade with those countries. 


The sources said the Korean enterprises are planning to 
step up their public relations activities through active 
participation in a series of international trade fairs to be 
held in those countries this year and expand their con- 
tacts with the local businessmen. 


The Korean businesses will also push ahead their plant 
exports and technical joint ventures, areas which have 
been overdue due to the lack of institutional device to 
back up financial transactions with those countries, 
according to the sources. 


The sources said the Korean firms like Lucky-Gold Star 
and Sunkyong expect the volumes of their trade with the 
Eastern bloc countries would increase two to three times 
their past performances this year. 


The Lucky-Gold Star’s trade volume with the Eastern 
bloc nations is expected to rise from the 7.5 million U.S. 
dollars of last year to 21 million dollars this year while 
that Sunkyong will climb from the 32 million dollars of 
last year to 47 million dollars this year, the sources said. 
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Meanwhile, a leading Korean electronic goods manufac- 
turer, Daewoo, will take part in an electronics show to be 
held in Moscow next month in a bid io sound out their 
possibilities for making inroads into the Soviet market. 


Daewoo will send some 30 of its empicyees to Moscow to 
set up its booth in the exhibit. Daewoo is mauufacturing 
special samples of color tv sets, refrigerators, and audio 
equipments fit io the local systems. 


Other major Korean electronic industries such as Sam- 
sung and Gold Star are also seeking to arrange direct 
shipment of their electronic home appliances which have 
been made so far through third countries. 


Korea’s shipping businesses are also moving to expand 
their links with the Eastern Bloc. 


Shipping sources said the YKL [Yukong Line Ltd.] 
Agency has agreed with the Poland’s national flag carrier 
POL (Polish Ocean Liner) to conclude an agent contract 
next month. 


The sources said a 17,000-ton POL freighter flying the 
Polish flag docked already in last December at Korea’s 
Kusan port on the West Coast. The “Professor Rilke” 
left on Dec. 15 after loading Korea’s plywood and steel 
products. 


In March, the YKL will send its freighter to Poland. 


The Kongyoung s/1ipping has resumed its freighter ser- 
vices to North America under the contract with Chinese 
national flag carrier CCSCO line, which it has suspended 
for years due to lack of sufficient cargo orders. 


In addition, Yugoslavia’s Yugolinia line and East Ger- 
many’s DSR line which had already been in business 
dealing in Korea are ferrying 1,000 tons and 470 tons of 
cargoes a month, respectively, according to the sources. 


Analysis of U.S., EC ‘Trade Pressure’ 
SK270349 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Jan 88 p 6 


[By staff reporter Choe Won-sok from “Export Markets 
Under Attack” special column; “Intensity of Trade Pres- 
sure Dumbfounds Local Business Circles”’] 


[Text] [Begin reporter’s note] Korea has been coming 
under increasing fire from its rivals to open up its 
markets in recent months. A showdown has been loom- 
ing for a long time, but the force of the assault from the 
EC and U.S. has taken business circles by surprise. Trade 
pressure shows little signs of abating and there is confu- 
sion among the ministries— especially those connected 
with beef imports—on how to side step the threat. [end 
reporter's note] 
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Never has Korea been prodded by its major trading 
partners the United States, the European Community 
(EC) and Japan to liberalize its domestic market for their 
products as it has this year. 


Even though all at home conscious of the economic [as 
published] foresaw that these countries would strap 
unprecedented trade pressure on against Korea, they are 
now dumbfounded by the depth and intensity of their 
demands. 


The first chilling wave blew in from the European 
Community when it announced the removal of its gen- 
eralized system of preference (GSP) favors levied on 
imports of Korean products from this year. 


The community tersely said that the lift was retaliation 
against what it called the Korean government's failure to 
protect its intellectual property rights as it had done 
these of the United States. 


Soon after the EC’S scrapping of its GSP benefits for 
Korean products, the United States followed up with a 
most shocking blow with its threatlto mobilize Section 
301 of the U.S. Trade Act against imported Korean 
goods unless the Korean government reduced the retail 
prices of foreign cigarettes, open the insurance market 
wider and import beef. 


Keenly aware of the possibility of the worst trade retal- 
iation against Korea ever with the mobilization of Sec- 
tion 301, the government made concessions, some of 
which it regarded as humiliating, to all U.S. demands on 
the three issues only to be met by a United States refusal 
to accept them. 


For their part, U.S. cigarette manufacturers filed a 
petition with their government, calling for the invoca- 
tion of Section 301. 


It is generally expected that U.S. insurance companies 
and cattle raisers will follow suit, thereby rendering futile 
the Korean government’s efforts to avoid the most 
powerful U.S. trade scourge wieldable against Korean 
products. 


In addition to the likely mobilization of Section 301, the 
United States is moving to scrap its GSP favors imposed 
on imports of Korean products, effective from July | this 
year or Jan. | next yearlat the latest, thereby further 
driving the Korean government into a corner. 


Even though the nation has already been [as published] 
unbearable pressure from its trading partners since the 
start of this year, most government officials and business 
experts are of the opinion that pressure will be upped 
several notches over the remaining period of the year. 


They predicted that the United States, the European 
Community and Japan would press hard not simply 
Korea but also all their trading parners dubbed “newly 
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industrialized countries such as the Republic of China, 
Hong Kong and Singapore during the period in vonsid- 
eration of the slowdown in their economic growth this 
year. 


They said that those countries would go all out to protect 
their manufacturing industries whose international com- 
petitiveness has sharply deteriorated and would join 
together calling for the acceleration of the won appreci- 
ation against their currencies. 


They apprehended most of all that such countries would 
launch all-out efforts to advance into the still incipient 
Korean service industry, threatening to resort to some 
retaliatory measure or other unless the Korean govern- 
ment accedes to their prodding. 


Regardless of their general predictions, the United States 
is sure to screw up the pressure to speed the appreciation 
of the won against the U.S. dollar and to open Korean 
markets wider in the days ahead in order to reduce both 
its revenue and trade deficits. 


U.S. government officials are reportedly considering 
wheeling out their most devastating weapons for the 
opening of the Korean market in the belief that the 
Korean government has shown a negative response to 
the demand for liberalivation of its markets or at least 
intentionally wound things up in red tape. 


Peter Allegeier, assistant U.S. trade representative, 
recently denounced the Korean government, saying that 
“it still restricts imports with high tariff rates and other 
regulatory measures.” 


In the meantime, Assistant Treasury Secretary David 
Mulford indicated the need to step up the U.S. pressure 
to revalue the won against greenback this year, arguing 
that even though the won should have appreciated at 
least 15 perctnt against the greenback last year to main- 
tain a trade balance between the two countries, the rate 
was a mere 6.5 percent. 


On the heels of the general mood prevailing in the U.S. 
government, U.S. businesses are expected to combine 
their efforts to block imports of Korean products, espe- 
cially those of automobiles and semiconductor chips, 
with allegations of their dumping on the U.S. market. 


Canada is likely to strongly restrict imports of Korean 
products via the United States. 


In the case of the European Community, it will 
strengthen trade barriers against Korean ships, footwear 
and steel products in order to revive dying industries 
making such products. 


The community is expected to call upon the Korean 
government to import wine, whisky and some textile 
products. 
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Japan is intensifying its vigil against Korea, the Republic 
of China, Hong Kong and Singapore to protect its 
shipbuilding, steel and textile industries whose interna- 
tional competitiveness has been sharply eroded due to 
the strong value of the yen vis-a-vis the U.S. dollar. 


Japan has recently called upon the Korean government 
to protect its intellectual property rights on an equal 
footing with those of the United States, inferring that it 
might withdraw its GSP benefits levid on Korean prod- 
ucts if the Korean government fails to do so. 


Agriculture Ministry Views on Beef Imports 
SK270405 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Jan 88 p 6 


[By staff reporter Kim Chae-il from “Export Market 
UnderAttack” special column: “Agriculture Ministry 
caught in Cross fire’’] 


[Text] The Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry 
is under crossfire from both farmers and the United 
States over the issue of beef imports. 


To avoid a dire situation resulting after the beef market 
opening, the ministry, directly in charge of the matter, is 
seemingly stepping out of the knotty issue, handing it 
over to the Economic Planning Board. 


Despite the lack of a clear-out position, the ministry 
seems to be moving to acceptance of the inevitability of 
beef imports, but it cannot make public this fact because 
of the political sensitiveness of the issue. 


Even declining to reveal the content of the trade negoti- 
ations between Korea and the United States, the minis- 
try ostensibly sticks to the principle that “beef for other 
than hotel use should never be imported.” 


A high-ranking official at the ministry yesterday said, 
“In case of an inevitable resumption of the beef imports, 
they will be limited to tourist hotel use and high-quality 
beef.” 


“Expansion of imported beef to general restauranis is 
unlikely,” he stressed. 


Asked about the extending effects in the case of full 
opening of the beef markets, he replied there has never 
been any assessments of the results expectable, except 
personal speculations, because the full opening is “im- 


possible.” 


Coming under the scope of tourist hotel use, according to 
him, are 210 tourist hotels and 12 other tourism facili- 
ties, including the Foreign Correspondents Club, Korea 
House, restaurants in and at Kimpo airport, train dining 
services and, Sejong Cultural Center, FKI building and 
63 Taehan Life Insurance building restaurants. 
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Ministry statistics showed that the natior.’s beef market 
is scaled at 1,000 billion won or 150,000 tons a year. 


Based on the beef imports which peaked at 2,400 tons in 
1984, ministry officials said, even if the importation of 
beef for hotel use is permitted, it will only make up 2 
percent, more or less, of domestic consumption. 


However, they conceded that the imports will have 
serious psychological effects on cattle farmers, shrinking 
their business activity. 


In fact, the price of calves is reportedly on the decline, 
apparently affected by the government move to import 
beef. 


In a recent meeting with Deputy Premier-Economic 
Planning Minister Chong In-yong, representatives of the 
cattle breeding industry strongly called for price stabili- 
zation in case beef imports are approved. 


They argued that the government should purchase beef 
cattle without limit in case the price falls below 
1,530,000 won a 400-kg head. 


Also requested were the abolition of tariffs on compound 
feed and facilities, and increased financial support for 
the livestock industry. 


At the beginning of this month, tens of thousands of 
cattle farmers mandays were up in arms, staging rallies, 
to forestall the beef imports. 


To soothe the irritated farmers, the ministry was 
reported to be working on measures to prepare for the 
beef market opening. 


Ministry officials said that the government will buy beef 
cattle if the price, influenced by beef imports, drops 
below the given level, approximately |.2 million won per 
400-kg head. At present, beef cattle are priced at around 
1.1 million won a head. 


A sharp reduction in tariffs on imported feed is under 
study. Tariffs currently are between 7 and 20 percent, 
with tariff revenue totaling 40 billion won a year, accord- 
ing to them. 


The ministry's tally shows that Korea imports about 
$407 million worth of feed from the United States or 70 
percent of total feed imports. 


The ministry is considering increasing financial support 
for formation of green field, currently standing at the 40 
percent level. Last year, 4.000 hectares of green field 
were developed. 


Farmers involved in the livestock industry will be given 
soft loans in case they expand facilities and introduce 
improvements, they said. 
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To compensate the property damages incurred by cattle 
farmers, some portion of the proceeds from beef imports and 
benefit from auto and electronic exports will be funneled 
into the livestock industry promotion fund, according to 
them. 


The officials, however, said that the measures are only 
drafts and plans have to be finalized through consulta- 
tion with other ministries concerned. 


Students Rally, Denounce ‘U.S. Trade Pressure’ 
SK270127 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] About 500 students from 10 Seoul universities, 
including Seoul National, Korea, Hanyang and Seoul City 
and members of the Catholic Farmers’ Movement yesterday 
staged a rally on the campus of Seoul National University to 
denounce the U.S. trade pressure against Korea. 


In the rally which started around 2:30 p.m., participants 
insisted the United Siates is pressing Korea to import its 
farm products including beef and thus “stifling” Korean 
farmers’ right to survive. 


They demanded U.S. President Ronald Reagan immedi- 
ately end the ongoing trade pressure. 


The ralliers also sent an open letter concerning what they 
claimed was U.S. heavy-handed import pressure to Amb. 
James Lilley. 


In the letter, they asked the American envoy, “Does the 
United States pressure Korea to import its products in order 
to transfer its own contradiction to another country?” and 
“Can the United States understand the feeling of Korean 
farmers who are disappointed at the trade pressure?” 


Justice Minister Expects Amnesty After 25 Feb 
SK280137 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
28 Jan 88 p I 


[Text] Minister of Justice Chong Hae-chang Tuesday 
said he expects President-elect No Tae-u to grant a 
special amnesty to a record number of political prisoners 
after his inauguration Feb. 25. 


Testifying before the Legislation and Judiciary Committee of 
the National Assembly, he said 480 of the 1,250 people who 
broke the Presidential Election Law are in prison. 


Three of the four deputy directors of the National Police 
Headquarters [NPH} were summoned to be questioned 
about their roles in the cover-up of a torture death, 
Chong said. 


The remaining one, who resigned, will be also questioned 
at an early date, he said. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The minister of justice was answering questions by Reps. 
Mok Yo-sang, Cho Sun-hyong and Pak Chan-chong 
about the torture death of Pak Chong-chol, a Seoul 
National University student, in January last year. 


Mok demanded a probe into an alleged cover-up attempt 
by officials from Chongwadae, the Agency for National 
Security Planning and the NPH who held a secret 
meeting on the torture case. 


Cho and Pak asked why the prosecution banned the release 
by police of Pak’s autopsy results and photographs. 


No Tae-u Comments on Briefs by Ministers 
SK280313 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
28 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] President-elect No Tae-u said yesterday that the 
government must be alert against nay laxity of discipline 
among public officials during the political transition. 


No also said the government must eliminate remnants of 
time-worn authoritarian practices, and create an auton- 
omous system of social order. 


He said, “Democratic development will be possible only 
on the basis of solid and autonomous social order.” 


The president-elect made the remarks after being briefed 
on the policy programs by the ministers of home affairs, 
justice, labor, education, and culture and information. 


On establishing social order, No said the government 
should deal sternly with acts that endanger people's daily 
living and acts of child abuse such as kidnapping. 


“Recent cases of child abduction, and family-related 
crimes are making the people very uneasy,” he asserted. 


“At this juncture, the police are required to make stren- 
uous efforts in order to restore public trust,”” No emphat- 
ically said. 


Speaking of the forthcoming general election, the presi- 
dent-elect said that the government should trg to make it 
totally free and fair. 


“Illegal acts by subversive elements regarding the elec- 
tion must be prevented to ensure that people exercise 
their rights freely,” No remarked. 


He added that people in higher social positions should 
take the lead in observing law and order. 


Turning to labor affairs, the president-elect said relations 
between labor and management must develop into a coop- 
erative partnership, discarding previously confrontational 
animosities. 


No urged the government to promote policies which will 
improve people's welfare and income. 
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The president-elect also instructed that the pertinent minis- 
tries prepare detailed measures to carry out policies which he 
promised during the presidential election campaign. 


Minister of Education So Myong-won said his ministry 
plans to send about 3,000 schoolteachers abroad for 
training. 


For this, he said his ministry is seeking to secure a budget 
of 6 million won. 


The education minister made these remarks when Pres- 
ident-elect No asked what steps the ministry is taking to 
implement his presidential election campaign promise to 
send schoolteachers to foreign countries for training. 


DJP increasingly Favors Small Constituencies 
SK270214 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] The Democratic Justice Party is approaching an 
overture of the Reunification Democratic Party for a medi- 
um-sized constituency system, discarding the small district 
formula favored by the Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD]. 


Ruling party secretary general Sim Myong-po indicated 
yesterday that the DJP would slash the number of 
districts electing only one lawmaker as a compromise 
with the RDP, prefering to choose two to four members 
from each district. 


In return, the DJP hopes that the RDP, led by Kim 
Yong-sam, will consent the allocation of two-thirds of 
proportional representaiion seats to the first party, ruling 
party sources said. 


Sim, who leads the six negotiators with opposition 
parties, told reporters after their strategy meeting that he 
is convinced of revising the Parliamentary Election Law 
with some modification to the party’s original scheme, 
which is a mixture of small and medium constituencies. 


DJP sources disclosed that the RDP has informally 
notfied the negotiators of its intention to positively study 
the DJP formula, if the number of medium-sized dis- 
tricts electing more than one is substantially increased. 


The main oppositoin party, with 52 seats, was learned to 
have offered to guarantee the DJP’S majority power in 
parliament in the same way as the present one. 


Under the idea of the RDP, which seeks to remain as the 
largest opposition party, two to four members are to be 
chosen as lawmakers from each district. 


The DJP sources said that the districts electing only one 
would number about 130, a decline of 30, and those 
electing more than one would total roughly 80, according 
to the new overture. 
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If the two larger parties come to an accord on a new 
election law, the DJP is liekly to pass a unified bill in a 
current parliamentary session which it is moving to 
extend for a week. The RDP is, however, reluctant to 
prolong the extraordinary session. 


Rep. Yi Tai-sun, DJP floor leader and negotiator with 
the PPD, said that the new bill should be passed by the 
Assembly no later than Feb. 5 as “it will be hard to 
convene a session again.” 


Despite the long-standing formal position combining the 
small electoral district system and the medium-sized 
one, DJP strategists have carefully weighed the “pure- 
small constituencies proposed by the PPD. 


Apparently under the influence of Chongwadae, the 
government party was once determined to railroad its 
own bill featuring the small constituency system to 
enable parliamentary elections during the tenure of the 
incombent President. 


But lawmakers, especially from the capital area, strongly 
opposed the small constituency system under hwich they 
have little chance of winning because of a general unpop- 
ularity in urban areas. 


Others, notably those from Kim Tae-chung’s power base 
of Kwangju and Cholla prinvices and Kim Yong-sam’s 
Pusan and Kyongsangnam-do areas, feared that the 
small constituency system could not assure a majority of 
seats in the Assembly. 


The compromise plan was devised last weekend in a 
top-level consultaton between the DJP and the govern- 
ment in which Kim Yun-hwan, presidential secretary 
general, was learned to have toned down his call for the 
February elections, the source said. 


RDP Seeks To Absorb Opposition Parties 
SK270059 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party yesterday reiter- 
ated that all opposition parties and democratic forces should 
rally behind the party to realize a grand opposition reunion. 


A statement produced after a meeting of the party’s 
policy-making Executive Council stressed that it is the 
call of history for the RDP to become the central force in 
integrating the divided opposition. 


It added that all RDP post holders will exert their best 
effort to realize opposition integration, by absorbing the 
Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD], new minor 
Opposition parties and other democratic forces. 


nail 
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The RDP expressed serious concern over the recent 
move among a group of dissidents and lawmakers to 
form new oppositior parties, adding that the new parties 
will further divide the opposition and eventually help the 
ruling camp. 


The statement was issued yesterday upon the exit of one 
PPD vice president and four lawmakers from the party 
led by Kim Tae-chung. 


Women’s Set Proposals Before No Tae-u 
SK270031 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Jan 88 p 9 


[Text] The Korean Women Voters League has asked 
president-elect No Tae-u to make greater efforts to 
secure equality in the society as a whole. 
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In an open letter sent to the Democratic Justice Party 
leader Friday, the league made a nine-point recommen- 
dation which calls for the revision of the Family Law in 
the legal provisions relating to family relations. 


The recommendation also included demands for equal 
Opportunities and wages for men and women who are 
employed at workshops with the same educational back- 
ground and capabilities, and for more day-care centers 
for working couples. 


The league called on the president-elect to enforce a 
system under which 10 to 15 percent of the total man- 
power supply for government offices are alloted to 
women. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


More on Indonesian Defense Minister’s Visit 
BK261303 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network | 
in Malay 1200 GMT 26 Jan 88 


[Text] Malaysia and Indonesia will further strengthen 
cooperation in the defense industry. Officials and 
experts of the industry from the two countries will study 
the feasible potentials of such cooperation. This was 
disclosed by Deputy Defense Minister Datuk Abang Abu 
Bakar Mustafa to newsmen after Indonesian Defense 
and Security Minister General Poniman called on his 
counterpart, Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, at the 
Defense Ministry. 


Gen Poniman arrived in Kuala Lumpur yesterday 
together with a 14-member delegation for a 4-day visit. 
They also held talks with officials of the Defense Minis- 


try. 


This afternoon, Gen Poniman called on Foreign Minis- 
ter Datuk Abu Hassan Omar at Wisma Putera. Accord- 
ing to Mr Abdul Majid Ahmad, secretary for Southeast 
Asian affairs at the ministry, the two ministers discussed 
steps to further enhance relations between the two coun- 
tries. 


Gen Poniman told Datuk Abu Hassan about the need to 
undertake a program of exchanging junior military offic- 
ers. Datuk Abu Hassan cited several [words indistinct] 
facilities and ‘nilitary equipment available in Malaysia. 


Election Validity Hearing Postponed Until Feb 
BK280443 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0406 GMT 28 Jan 88 


{Text} Kuala Lumpur, Jan 28 (BERNAMA)—The High 
Court here Thursday postponed to Tuesday the contin- 
ued hearing of the suit brought by 11 members of the 
United Malays National Organisation (UMNO, the larg- 
est Component in the ruling National Front [Barisan 
Nasional] coalition government), challenging the valid- 
ity of the party’s general assembly and elections last year. 


The hearing was postponed to enable lawyers for the 
parties concerned to prepare documents in support of 
the facts relating to the suit which they had agreed on 
earlier. 


Justice Harun Hajhim, who made the postponement in 
chambers, was supposed to continue hearing the case 
which started last Tuesday. 


In the suit, the 11 want the court to declare the party’s 
general assembly on April 24 last year null and void and 
to order a fresh general assembly and party elections. 
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They claim, among other things, that 30 unregistered 
branches had sent delegates to the divisional-level elec- 
tions and that the election of the delegates from the 
divisions concerned to the general assembly was invalid. 


The defendants, in their statement of defence, main- 
tained that the assembly was properly held. 


Named as defendants are UMNO Secretary-General 
Sanusi Junid and the secretaries of the several divisons 
in the states of Pulau Pinang, Kelantan and Pahang. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin, Hun Sen Greet Indian Leaders 
BK271235 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1107 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


{Text} Phnom Penh SPK January 27—Kampuchean 
leaders have extended warmest greetings to their Indian 
counterparts on the 38th national day of the Republic of 
India (Jan. 26). 


In a message to his Indian counterpart, R. Venkatara- 
man, Heng Samrin, president of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea, said: 


“We highly appreciate the courageous struggle of the 
heroic people of India against the imperialists, colonial- 
ists and regional reactionaries for national indepen- 
dence, sovereignty and territoial integrity as well as for 
the progress of their country towards the prosperity of all 
the Indian people of all generations. 


“We are greatly elated to see the constant development 
of the relations of friendship and all-sided cooperation 
between our two peoples and strongly convinced that 
these ties will be further strengthened for the interests of 
our two peoples, thus contributing to strengthening 
peace and stability in the region and the world at large.” 


President Heng Samrin expressed his deep thanks to the 
Indian Government for its wholeheaited support and 
assistance to the cause of national construction and 
defence of the Kampuchean people, describing them as a 
great encouragement for the Kampuchean people in the 
development of their country. 


He wished Indian President R. Venkataraman good 
health, longevity and new and ever greater success in his 
noble tasks. 


Another message signed by Kampuchean Chairman of 
Council of Ministers Hun Sen and addressed to Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi said: 


‘We highly appreciate the just policy of the Government 
of India, under the wise and clearsighted leadership of 
Your Excellency, in pursuance of the nonaligned and 
peaceful coexistence policy which had been initiated by 
the late Prime Ministers Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira 
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Gandhi, the eminent son and daughter of the Indian 
people. Such a policy has gained large support from the 
Indian people of all strata and the peace- and justice- 
loving people in the world the international prestige op 
the Republic of India has been constantly upgraded 
thanks to India’s noble contributions to safeguarding 
peace in the region and the world at large. 


“We are strongly convinced that the government and the 
heroic people of India will make still greater successes in 
further consolidating national unity, safeguarding terri- 
torial integrity, foiling all dark maneuvers of the impe- 
rialists and expansionists, and bringing about social 
progress, prosperity and happiness to the country.” 


Chairman Hun Sen expressed his deep thanks to the 
government and people of India for their all-out support 
and assistance to the government and people of Kampu- 
chea in their national construction and defence. 


He wished friendship, solidarity, and cooperation 
between the two peoples and countries in constant 
development in the interests of peace and stability in the 
region and the world as a whole. 


Planning Ministry Holds Meeting 26 January 
BK280244 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[Text] The Planning Ministry held a meeting at the 
Chatomuk Conference Hall on the morning of 26 Janu- 
ary to distribute the 1988 state plan to various minis- 
tries, departments, cities, and provinces for implemen- 
tation. The meeting was presided over by Comrade Chea 
Soth, member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers. 


The participants listened attentively to the report on the 
implementation of the 1986-87 socioeconomic tasks and 
the targets of the 1988 state plan which was read by 
Comrade Chea Chanto, alternate member of the party 
Central Committee and minister of planning. 


The participants learned from the report that during the 
past 2 years despite many difficulties, all sectors and all 
levels have strived hard and scored satisfactory achieve- 
ments thanks to their comprehension and attention to 
the implementation of the resolutions of the fifth party 
congress and of the party Central Committee’s second 
plenum as well as [words indistinct] regarding the 5-year 
— restoration and expansion plan for 1986- 
1990. 


The report also noted the general development regarding 
the food production, acreage for extensive rice cropping, 
rubber plantation and exploitation, forestry, and fishery. 
Moreover, progress has also been made in the fields of 
industry, trade, communications, education, and health. 
At the same time, weak and strong points have been 
drawn from past experiences for use to successfully 
implement the 1988 state plan. 
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Speaking on that occasion, Comrade Chea Soth (?exhort- 
ed) participants to pay great attention to implementing 
the 1988 state plan. The comrade stressed that the 1988 
tasks [words indistinct]. Therefore, all participants must 
pay attention to [passage indistinct]. 


Report on Sihanouk Letter to Son Sann 
AU271752 Paris AFP in English 1248 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


{Text} Paris, Jan 27 (AFP)}—Vietnam will never agree to 
negotiate with Cambodia’s tripartite opposition coali- 
tion, the coalition’s leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
said in a letter made public after he left here for Beijing 
on Wednesday. 


The prince, who held two rounds of talks here with 
Cambodia’s Vietnamese-backed Premier Hun Sen, 
wrote the letter to one of his two partners in the 
Opposition coalition, Son Sann, leader of the nationalist 
Khmer People’s National Liberation Front. 


The United Nations recognizes the coalition, which calls 
itself the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampu- 
chea (CGDK), as Cambodia’s legitimate government. 
The third coalition partner is the Chinese-backed Khmer 
Rouge. 


“If you hope that Vietnam will one day agree to negotiate 
with your CGDK and the party of Khieu Samphan 
(Khmer Rouge leader), it is nothing but wishful think- 
ing,” the prince wrote. 


But Prince Sihanouk stressed his determination to con- 
tinue the talks he began here last December with Mr. 
Hun Sen, which focused on the conditions for with- 
drawal of some 140,000 Vietnamese troops based in 
Cambodia since Hanoi intervened to topple the bloody 
Khmer Rouge regime in 1979. 


“I will continue along the path dictated by my con- 
science,” the prince wrote, adding that he would fight 
“until the end” against the Vietnamese occupation of 
Cambodia. 


Prince Sihanouk and Mr. Hun Sen have agreed to meet 
again in the North Korean capital of Pyongyang in April, 
in France later this year and in New Delhi next year. 


The Paris talks ended last week with tentative plans for 
Prince Sihanouk’s party to share power with Hun Sen, 
prompting Mr. Son Sann to accuse the prince of “playing 
into the hands of the Vietnamese.” 


But the prince on Tuesday stressed that two-party rule 
would be considered only if the Khmer Rouge and the 
KPNLHF rejected a four-party power-sharing agreement. 


Mr. Hun Sen proposed a three-phase withdrawal of 
Vietnamese forces over two years on condition that the 
Khmer Rouge be disbanded as a military force. 
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On Tuesday Mr. Hun Sen said in Moscow that his talks 
last week with Prince Sihanouk had been “fruitful,” the 
Soviet news agency TASS reported. 


A Khmer Rouge radio broadcast monitored in Bangkok 
expressed support for Prince Sihanouk on Tuesday. 


The broadcast said the three allies in the opposition 
coalition, “will strive to maintain unity in accordance 
with samdech’s (his highness) guidance in the struggle” 
against the Vietnamese occupation. 


China has yet to comment on the talks between the 
prince and Mr. Hun Sen, but analysts said Beijing would 
not favour a plan calling for the elimination of the 
Khmer Rouge’s military might. 


Neither the Khmer Rouge nor the KPNLF attended the 
Paris talks, which were the second round in the first 
negotiations between Phnom Penh and a Cambodian 
Opposition faction since Vietnam sent troops into Cam- 
bodia. 


Along with the main resistance backer, China, the Cam- 
bodian opposition factions insist that Vietnam should be 
present at peace talks. But Hanoi has said the Cambo- 
dian factions should settle their problems among them- 
selves. 


Sources in Paris said Prince Sihanouk, who is to return 
to Pyongyang after his visit to China, planned to visit 
Japan and countries belonging to the Association of 
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in May and June. 


Press Communique Issued on SRV Maneuvers 
BK280630 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] According to a press communique issued by the 
KPNLF on 26 January, Vietnam has engaged in maneu- 
vers to undermine the coalition government that is 
Struggling against Vietnam and those who support this 
Cambodian resistance movement. Moreover, Vietnam 
has made every effort to maintain its position of power 
in Cambodia. 


The KPNLF press communique also confirmed that His 
Excellency Son Sann, prime minister of the Cambodian 
coalition government and president of the KPNLF, will 
meet with the Heng Samrin-Hun Sen regime if Vietnam 
also participates in the talks or at least pledges in a 
message to the UN secretary general that it will imme- 
diately withdraw its troops after the talks. 


The KPNLF also confirmed that His Excellency Son 
Sann was in France during the talks between Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk and Mr Hun Sen to be ready to meet 
with Mr Hun Sen together with the Vietnamese reprc- 
sentatives and the other Cambodian factions to seck 
solution to the current conflict. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


VODK Calls for Vietnamese Troop Withdrawal 
BK280154 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[Station commentary: “If Vietnam Really Wants To 
Have Good Relations With Countries in the Region and 
the World, It Must Withdraw All Its Aggressor Troops 
From Cambodia in Accordance With the Nine UN 
Resolutions” } 


[Text] Hanoi leader Nguyen Van Linh said in Ho Chi 
Minh City on 21 January that Vietnam wants to hold 
talks to improve relations with the ASEAN countries, 
China, and the United States and that Vietnam is ready 
to negotiate with the ASEAN countries in order to solve 
the problem of peace and stability in Southeast Asia, 
including the Cambodian problem. 


This sounds as if Vietnam really wants peace and desires 
to solve the Cambodian problem. However, for those 
who watch the Vietnamese well there is nothing new in 
Nguyen Van Linh’s statement. In fact, the Hanoi author- 
ities have long been launching this maneuver of regional 
dialogue between Vietnam and the ASEAN countries in 
an attempt to turn the Cambodian problem, which was 
caused by Vietnamese aggression, into a regional prob- 
lem so that the aggressor could avoid being condemned 
by the world, thus enabling it to continue its occupation. 


The world community is of the opinion that: 


1. Due to its war of aggression and occupation of 
Cambodia, Vietnam has been isolated from the countries 
in this region and from the whole world. The world has 
condemned Hanoi, severed or restricted political, eco- 
nomic, and commercial relations with it, and stopped 
giving all kinds of aid only because it has committed this 
war of aggression and occupation against Cambodia. 
Various countries have told Vietnam that only after it 
ends its war of aggression by withdrawing all its aggres- 
sor troops from Cambodia in accordance with the UN 
resolutions, will they restore normal relations and 
resume aid. 


2. Peace, security, and stability in Southeast Asia have 
been threatened and destroyed because of the Vietnam- 
ese war of aggression in Cambodia. This Vietnamese war 
of aggression in Cambodia is the first step of the imple- 
mentation of the Vietnamese-Soviet strategies of aggres- 
sion and expansion in Southeast Asia. This war has 
threatened not only the survival of the Cambodian 
nation and race but also peace, security, and stability in 
Southeast Asia for the past 9 years. Therefore, if the 
Hanoi authorities really want peace, security, and stabil- 
ity to be restored in Southeast Asia and want good 
relations with the countries in this region and the world 
as Nguyen Van Linh has said, all they have to do is to 
withdraw all their aggressor troops from Cambodia in 
accordance with the UN resolutions. By so doing all 
problems will be resolved. This is because if Vietnam 
withdraws all its aggressor troops from Cambodia, the 
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Cambodian problem will be resolved automatically and 
then peace and security will be restored in Cambodia 
and peace, security, and stability will be restored in 
Southeast Asia. By then, countries in this region and the 
world community will be happy and restore their normal 
relations and resume their aid to Vietnam. 


Therefore, the key to this problem is the total withdrawal 
of the Vietnamese troops from Cambodia. And to enable 
its troops to be withdrawn in an orderly and honorable 
fashion, Vietnam must negotiate with the tripartite 
CGDK, which is leading the Cambodian people through- 
out the country to struggle against the Vietnamese 
aggressors, in accordance with the eight-point peace 
proposal dated 17 March 1986. 


There is no point in Vietnam negotiating with any other 
countries not involved in the war in Cambodia. Neither 
the ASEAN countries, China, nor any other countries 
have their troops in Cambodian territory. They have 
joined with the world communit: in supporting the 
Cambodian people’s just struggle only in order to defend 
regional peace, security, and stability and to oppose the 
Vietnamese-Soviet strategies of aggression and expan- 
sion in this region. Their activities are just and in total 
accord with the norms governing international relations 
and the UN Charter, thus Vietnam should not try to 
involve them with its own crimes against the Cambodian 
people. So long as the Hanoi authorities refuse to with- 
draw their aggressor troops from Cambodia, these coun- 
tries will continue to oppose Vietnam by continuing to 
support the Cambodian people’s just struggle and further 
exerting all kinds of pressure on Vietnam until it is 
compelled to sit at the negotiating table to really settle 
the Cambodian problem politically with the tripartite 
CGDK by withdrawing its aggressor troops totally and 
unconditionally from Cambodia, thus allowing the Cam- 
bodian people to solve their own destiny by themselves 
in accordance with the nine UN resolutions. 


VONADK Reports on Fighting in Sisophon 
BK280148 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
feature] 


[Excerpt] Sisophon north of Route 5 battlefield: On 24 
January, our national army attacked a Vietnamese bat- 
talion position and an artillery position at Phum Ku in 
Thmar Puok District [Battambang Province]. We killed 
five Vietnamese soldiers and wounded another. We 
destroyed 2 122-mm guns, a 12.7-mm gun, 15 AK’s, 5 
B-40’s and B-41’s, an ammunition depot which exploded 
and burned for an hour, a rice warehouse, a battalion 
command post, 8 barracks, and some war materiel. 
[passage omitted] 
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Thai Side Said To Continue Shelling 
BK280054 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] According to a local news report from Boten 
District, from 1300 yesterday, Thai ultrarightist reac- 
tionary troops fired more than 20 105-mm artillery shells 
at various positions of the Lao regional armed forces in 
Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, Sayaboury Province. 


A further report said that earlier, on 26 January, they 
also fired at the various positions of our Lao regional 
armed forces with more than 100 rounds of 105-mm, 
130-mm, aud 155-mm artillery and 81-mm and 106-mm 
mortars. Simultaneously, the Thai side dispatched many 
more companies of Rangers to reinforce its forces in the 
area in preparation for new attacks to further annex our 
Lao territory. 


Paper Criticizes Thai Foreign Minister 
BK280430 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 28 Jan 88 


{28 January PASASON commentary: “New Farce of 
Sitthi Sawetsila’’] 


[Text] The two Lao-Thai joint statements of 1979 have 
not been implemented due to the obstruction, sabotage, 
and subversion of the ultrarightist reactionaries in the 
Thai ruling circles with Sitthi Sawetsila, the current Thai 
foreign minister, being the main architect. As a result, 
the fine traditions of the time-honored fraternal and 
neighborly relations between the two peoples of Laos and 
Thailand have been affected as never before. 


The cause of this situation is the fact that despite the as 
yet unresolved problem of the three Lao villages in 
Paklai District, the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries, with 
their expansionist pan-Thai ambitions, have since 15 
December mobilized troops to launch attacks to annex 
Lao territory in Na Bonoi canton, Boten District, Saya- 
boury Province. This is an open violation of the sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity of Laos and a clear breach 
of international law in direct contravention of the com- 
mon trend in this region and the world toward the 
settlement of problems through talks, and not through 
the use of force. 


Because of the strong attacks launched on him by inter- 
national and Thai public opinion over this matter, Sitthi 
Sawetsila has avoided the public. But, instead of being 
aware of the situation and finding ways to settle it, Sitthi 
Sawetsila, as the person directly responsible for the 
deterioration of relations between the two countries, has 
worsened the situation by organizing troops of the army, 
air force, and artillery corps from other regions to join in 
the attack on Lao territory. 
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Sitthi Sawetsila has also shown his skills in organizing 
pantomimes. Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon and 
other important officials of the Kingdom of Thailand 
were even given supporting roles in the farce of Sitthi 
Sawetsila’s so-called inspection tour to the Thai-Lao 
border area where the incidents have taken place. Not 
long before, Sitthi Sawetsila also directed another farce 
in which he invited Thailand-based foreign reporters, 
together with representatives of the Thai media, to visit 
the area. Sitthi Sawetsila expected that as a result of this 
particular farce the reporters and media would agree 
with him, but so far no reporter has come out in support 
of the unjust and ambitious act that has led to such great 
losses in blood and lives to the children of the Thai 
people. On the contrary, more clearly understanding the 
true nature of the ultrarightist reactionaries, the media, 
and especially the Thai media, have lost confidence in 
them. 


Denunciations of the Thai militarists and the irrespon- 
sible performance of Sitthi Sawetsila—who apparently 
can only say no—by Thai public opinion and the media, 
which does not like war, has grown greatly. For example, 
a columnist of SIAM RAT, whose pen name is Ai Ruang, 
in his column published on 7 January writes in part: 
Why does Thailand make war? For whose benefit has it 
made war with the blood brothers of Laos? We do not 
want war. 


Despite this, there is still no indication that the ultra- 
rightist reactionaries in the Thai ruling circles, particu- 
larly Sitthi Sawetsila, will stop their irresponsible activ- 
ities. On the contrary, Sitthi Sawetsila has even planned 
another farce by inviting members of the diplomatic 
corps in Bangkok to view the so-called site of the 
incidents. The diplomats are scheduled to leave Bangkok 
today. However, although they have not arrived yet, they 
are all well aware of Sitthi Sawetsila’s goal, which is to 
give them a stage-managed tour. Just yesterday, prior to 
their departure from Bangkok, there was another propa- 
ganda show of the map that Bangkok has falsified. 
However, since all the diplomats are representatives of 
various Civilized countries, none of them will agree to the 
settlement of an international dispute through the use of 
force, as the Thai ultrarightist reactionaries are seeking 
to do, because the world now believes that problems 
should be resolved through talks. For this reason, no 
matter how skillful Sitthi Sawetsila might be in stage- 
managing his deceitful pantomime, he will not be able to 
fool anyone since facts remain facts. 


If the Thai side, particularly Sitthi Sawetsila, is truly 
sincere about settling the problem in Thai-Lao relations 
or the problem stemming from the Thai troops’ invasion 
of Lao soil in Boten District, the solution is not at all 
difficult: simply hold talks with the Lao side early next 
month as stipulated in the LPDR’s statement of 25 
January, put an end to attacks against Lao territory, and 
withdraw Thai troops from Lao soil as was done in the 
case of the three Lao villages in Paklai District in 1984. 
If this scenario is followed, then all the problems will 
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come to an end, Lao-Thai relations will gradually 
improve, and the prestige and reputation of the Thai 
government, and particularly that of Sitthi Sawetsila 
who is directly in charge of the foreign affairs of Thai- 
land, will be engraved deeply in the hearts of the Lao and 
the Thai peoples forever. 


Briefs 


Minutes on Swedish Cooperation 


Vientiane, January 26 (OQANA-KPL)—The minutes of 
the talks between Lao-Swedish specialists on coopera- 
tion for the years 1988-1990 were signed here on January 
23 after three days of meetings. According to the min- 
utes, Sweden is to continue to help Laos in the develop- 
ment of timber exploitation and processing. Sweden is 
also to help in the southern part of Laos. In addition, 
Sweden is to widen its cooperation with the Lao Gov- 
ernment in the protection of environment and forestry. 
Afforestation and training in the field of forest manage- 
ment are to be assisted by Sweden. The two sides also 
agreed upon a plan on reciprocal exchanges of technical 
teams in order to more effectively expand their bilateral 
assistance and cooperation. The minutes further said 
that Sweden is to make investment in the Lao PDR. 
Annually, Sweden shall give aid to Laos amounting to 
70,000,000 kronor (Swedish currency). [Text] /Vientiane 
KPL in English 0917 GMT 26 Jan 88 BK] 


Philippines 


Legislators Discuss Bases-for-Debt Deal 
BK271710 Hong Kong AFP in English 1659 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 27 (AFP)—Several Philippine legis- 
lators are mulling over the idea of granting U.S. access to 
major military bases in the country beyond 1991 in 
exchange for Washington shouldering Manila’s foreign 
debt, a congressman revealed Wednesday. 


The idea was broached Wednesday at a meeting between 
House of Representatives speaker Ramon Mitra and 12 
colleagues, said leftwing Congressman Gregorio Ando- 
lana, who was present in the meeting. 


They discussed a possible termination of the bases 
agreement when it expires in 1991, but the “more 
acceptable idea” that emerged was for Washington to 
“assume all the foreign loans” in return for a three- to 
five-year extension, he said. 


The bilateral agreement governing U.S. access to Clark 
Air Base and Subic Naval Base expires in 1991. It comes 
under review later this year. 
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Several Philippine congressmen have previously 
expressed a desire to obtain more than the 900 million 
dollars in military and economic aid Washington has 
a to give Manila over a five-year period until 
1989. 


Manila is saddled with a foreign debt of close to 29 
billion dollars. 


Mr. Andolana, a member of the People’s Party (PNB) 
which is campaigning for the dismantling of U.S. bases 
in the Philippines, told reporters Wednesday Mr. Mitra 
was “very confident that we have the upper hand in the 
negotiations.” 


He said: “we should let the U.S. know we are not 
dependent on them for survival.” 


President Corazon Aquino has said she wants to respect 
the current agreement and keep her options open after 
1991. 


The Philippine Congress will play a crucial role in an 
agreement to extend the bases pact. The Constitution 
provides that any new treaty must be ratified by a 
two-thirds majority of the Senate. 


Mitra: Government Has ‘Upper Hand’ 
HK280815 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] More legislators want the United States to shoul- 
der the country’s $28.9 billion foreign debt in exchange 
for retention of their military bases here. This was the 
declaration by 12 legislators who met with House 
Speaker Ramon Mitra Jr this morning on the possible 
termination of the U.S.-Philippine Bases Agreement 
before its expiration in 1991. 


According to Representative Gregorio Andolana, an 
acceptable proposal was the retention of the military 
bases in the country for 3 to 5 more years after 1991 in 
exchange for the U.S. payment of [word indistinct]. 


Meanwhile, House Speaker Ramon Mitra Jr strongly 
believed that the Philippines has the upper hand in the 
negotiations owing to the approaching presidential elec- 
tions in the United States. Mitra stressed that the United 
States should understand that the Philippines does not 
depend on the United States for its well-being. 


Aquino on Plans to Visits to PRC, USSR 
HK281131 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] President Aquino today confirmed her plans to 
visit China this year [as heard] even as she received an 
invitation to visit Moscow. Here are full details from Sel 
Baesa: 
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[Begin recording] The president told Malacanang news- 
men that she was still unsure of when she would go to 
China. According to her, this was up to the country 
extending the invitation. 


Regarding the visit to the Soviet Union, the president 
confirmed such an invitation but added that: The truth is 
that I will accept the invitation when it actually comes. 


The chief executive said that there is still nothing defi- 
nite about her visit to the Soviet Union, but stressed that 
if she is to go there, it will be within her term of in office. 
China first, then the Soviet Union, the president added. 


Sel Baesa, Bureau of Broadcast Services News. [end 
recording] 


Vows To Promote Soviet Ties 
HK281219 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1200 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino will visit the Soviet 
Union. Radio Moscow announced that President 
Aquino has accepted an invitation to visit the Soviet 
Union. According to official Soviet media, the date of 
the visit will be discussed through official diplomatic 
channels. 


President Aquino, in a letter to Soviet President Andrey 
Gromyko, stated that she would maintain and 
strengthen Philippine ties with the Soviet Union. 


Earlier, Gromyko also sent a message to President 
Aquino, saying that he would promote relations with the 
Philippines to uphold peace and mutual cooperation 
between the two countries. 


MNLF Move To Join Islamic Body Countered 
BK270627 Manila PNA in English 0544 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan. 28 (PNA-OANA)—The Philippine 
ambassadors to the Middle Eastern countries are arriv- 
ing in Manila next month to map out strategies to 
counter diplomatic offensives launched by the secession- 
ist Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) to acquire 
full membership in the Organization of Islamic Confer- 
ence (OIC). 


Summoned to the home office are the Philippine ambas- 
sadors to Libya, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Abu Dhabi 
and Iraq. 


They will be asked to report on the current activities of 
the MNLF and to assess its chances of being granted 
full-pledged membership in the OIC. 


The influential 46-member OIC is holding its annual 
meeting in March to discuss problems of Islamic nations 
and of Moslems living in non-Islamic countries. 


— 


FBIS-EAS-88-018 
28 January 1988 


The Philippines will “try to prevent developments which 
will hurt us,” sources of the Foreign Office said. “We 
must do something to hedge off this possibility (of the 
MNLF being accepted as OIC member).” 


While the government maintains “good relations” with 
all OIC members, this is not a guarantee that they will 
not be sympathetic to the MNLF, the sources said. “We 
can’t take it for granted that just because we have good 
relations they will side with us.” 


The sources said the Philippines may find it increasingly 
difficult to win the support of all OIC members, espe- 
cially since the MNLF had doubied its efforts to win 
them over. The Philippines for its part, had often ‘“‘de- 
pended”’ on Indonesia and Malaysia to “defend” it at the 
OIC, the sources said. 


The sources also said the Office of the President and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs had been reminding the 
Senate of the “urgency” of settling the Sabah issue with 
Malaysia in anticipation of the renewed hostilities that 
Moslem rebels may spark in Mindanao Island. 


The Senate has set certain condition for dropping the 
Philippine claim to Sabah. 


Maj. Gen. Cesar Tapia, Southern Command (Southcom) 
army chief, earlier said the MNLF and other seccession- 
ist guerrillas in Mindanao were prepared to escalate their 
war in the first quarter of this year. 


Muslim Leader Comments 
HK281327 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 28 Jan 88 pp 1, 8 


[By Lindablue Romero with reports from Rorito de 
Guzman] 


[Text] The Department of Foreign Affairs has recalled 
Philippine ambassadors to the Middle East to decide 
how to block the secessionist Moro National Liberation 
Front’s application to the Organization of Islamic Con- 
ference, a foreign affairs official said yesterday. 


Meanwhile, a prominent Muslim leader warned that if 
the 46-member OIC accepts the MNLF, the government 
will lose ‘“*much more” than the 13 provinces for which 
the rebel group is seeking autonomy. 


OIC members meet in Jordan, March 18, to decide on an 
MNLF application for full membership, which grants the 
rebel group rights equal to that of a de facto state. The 
MNLF, which claims 200,000 armed members, has 
enjoyed an observer status with the OIC since 1976. 


OIC officials have been silent on this recent develop- 
ment but MNLF sources have claimed that the MNLF is 
assured of OIC membership by March 18—a day when 
the MNLF celebrates its “Declaration of Independence.” 
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The foreign affairs official, refusing to be named, said 
the government “does not want to be caught sitting down 
and by a fait accompli.” 


“We must see to it that we have a majority vote,” the 
official said. “How can they be a member when they are 
not a state?” 


The official said the government must not rely on its 
good relations with the other Muslim countries in its bid 
to block the MNLF application. 


“You should not always take it for granted that just 
because we have good relations, we can rely on them,” 
the official said. 


The MNLF automatically gets observer status in the 
United Nations if it becomes an OIC member. 


Macapanton Abbas Jr. of the MNLF-Reformist Group, a 
rebel faction of the Nur Misuari-led MNLF, said an 
“explosive situation” may erupt in Mindanao and neigh- 
boring islands after the MNLF becomes an OIC mem- 
ber. 


“Nothing can stop the MNLF from launching its own 
‘war for liberation’ if it becomes an OIC member, since 
even the OIC countries are duty-bound to be on the 
MNLEF’s side when the organization stakes its claim as a 
separate state,” Abbas warned. 


The MNLF has previously agreed to drop plans to 
segregate a number of Southern provinces, in exchange 
for a pledge of autonomy from the government. But 
peace talks with the government failed when the MNLF 
withdrew from the negotiations, saying the Philippine 
government is “not sincerely” considering a grant of 
limited self-rule to the mostly-Muslim South. 


Abbas said a possible MNLF tie-up with the communist- 
led New People’s Army is “a possibility the Philippine 
government cannot discount.” 


He also said the election as provincial governor of a 
former MNLF general and a number of other Muslim 
leaders, and the likely victory of pro-MNLF forces in 
Tawi-Tawi and Sulu next month, will further boost 
MNLF chances of controlling areas in Mindanao. 


“The government may have adopted some of these 
candidates as its own bets, but we should not discount 
the fact that Muslims who may consider each other the 
worst of enemies become the best of friends when 
confronted by a single enemy, in times that call for a 
unity of forces,” Abbas said. 
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Peace Initiative Outlined 
HK261553 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 26 
Jan 88 p 12 


[Bulletin published as “a public service” of the Peace 
Commission of the Office of the President: ““‘The Gov- 
ernment Initiative for Peace and Development in Min- 
danao”’)} 


[Excerpt] October 2, 1987—Pres. Aquino announces 
new peace initiative in Mindanao. [subhead] 


Pres. Aquino instructs the Peace Commission and the 
newly created Mindanao Consensus-Building Panel 
[MCBP] to oversee the formation of the Regional Con- 
sultative Commission (RCC) and ensure that the RCC 
nominees are selected in open and democratic multi- 
sectoral convenings [MSC] as provided in the Constitu- 
tion. The RCC’s primary function is to participate in and 
assist Congress with drafting an Organic Act on Auton- 
omy. The grant of autonomy is envisioned as the answer 
to the people of Mindanao’s desire for a greater ability to 
determine their own destiny, as well as a solution to the 
problems of poverty and underdevelopment in the 


region. 


October 16, 1987—Peace Commission and MCBP final- 
ize guidelines for the RCC nomination process. [sub- 
head] 


1) Each congressional district in the 13 provinces in the 
proposed autonomous region will have at least one RCC 
representative or a total of 27 district representatives. 


2) Congressmen concerned are to convene multi-sectoral 
bodies in their districts to nominate 5 people. 


3) The Peace Commission and the MCBP will then 
interview the nominees and narrow the list to three per 
district for submission to the President. 


4) The President will interview the nominees and select 
from them the 27 district representatives. The President 
also has the prerogative to appoint 23 representatives- 
at-large to ensure balanced sectoral and ethnolinguistic 
representation. 


November 8, 1987 to February 6, 1988—Nomination 
Process Begins. [subhead] 


The Peace Commission and the MBCP monitor the 
multi-sectoral convenings by Congressmen. In areas 
where the process is deemed democratically deficient, 
the Peace Commission re-convenes to ensure the integ- 
rity of the selection. December 23, 1987—Peace Com- 
mission submits list of 59 RCC nominees to the Presi- 
dent. [subhead] 
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The 59 nominees are shortlisted by the Commission 
from a list of 100 nominees selected in 20 of the 27 
districts. The 7 remaining districts are set to have their 
multisectoral convenings in January and February of 
1988. 


January 13-14, 1988—President meets with RCC nom- 
inees [subhead] 


President Aquino discusses with them their views on 
autonomy, the basic services they lack in their districts, 
and how each of them can contribute to the peace effort 
in Mindanao, whether or not they are named to the 
RCC. January 21, 1988 

Multisectoral convening in the first district of Lanao del 
Sur. January 23, 1988 

Multisectoral convening in the second district of Lanao 
del Norte. January 24, 1988 

Multisectoral convening in the second district of Lanao 
del Sur. 


January 30, 1988 

President to interview nominees for RCC representa- 
tives-at-large and nominees from the first district of 
Maguindanao, the second district of Lanao del Norte, 
and the first and second districts of Lanao del Sur. 


January 31 to February |, 1988 
Multisectoral convening in the second district of Sulu. 


February 4, 1988 
President to interview nominees from the second district 
of Sulu. 


February 6, 1988 
Multisectoral convenings in the first and second districts 
of Palawan. 


February 9, 1988 

President to interview nominees from the first and 
second districts of Palawan. 

February 12-15, 1988 


President Aquino to announce 27 district representa- 
tives to the RCC as well as the representatives-at-large. 
[passage omitted] 


Ramos Appointment Spurs ‘Constitutional Crisis’ 
BK280603 Manila PNA in English 0530 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan. 28 (PNA-OANA)—A constitutional 
crisis has loomed after leaders of Congress acknowledged 
that President Corazon Aquino was being “inconsistent” 
when she swore in Fidel Ramos as defense secretary and 
inducted into office newly-promoted generals last Jan. 
23 while the legislature was not in session. 


Mrs. Aquino asserted on Tuesday that “every move has 


been studied very carefully” by her legal advisers. “I 
have sworn to defend and uphold the Constitution.” 


ee 
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The Commission on Appointment (CA), however, 
insisted that the oath-taking of Ramos and the military 
officers contradicted the earlier position of the executive 
branch and was therefore legally untenable. The debate 
seems to have arisen from differing interpretations of 
when Congress is in recess or in adjournment. 


If Malacanang (executive) would insist on the validity of 
Ramos’ assumption of office without prior confirmaton 
from the CA, the legislators argued, this would render 
“invalid and illegal” the actions of Congress when it 
resumed session Dec. 28 and 29. 


During the two-day session, the two houses in Congress 
approved the tariff and electoral reform bills, which were 
later signed into law by Mrs. Aquino. 


The two laws are now in effect. In fact, the Electoral 
Reform Law was enforced in the last Jan. 18 local 
elections. 


In the house, Speaker Ramon V. Mitra Jr. said the 
president violated the Constitution in appointing Ramos 
and several senior military officers while Congress was in 
recess. 


“Obviously there has been an illegality,” Mitra said. 


He said, however, this was not enough reason to impeach 
the president, as called for by the opposition Grand 
Alliance for Democracy. 


“Just because there was a wrorg appointment does not 
mean a culpable violation of ihe Constitution,” Mitra 
said. 


“We can cure the mistake for this is no great damage 
done by the president,” he added. 


He explained the president could remedy the situation 
by submiiting the names of Ramos and other appointees 
for confirmation, “and the commission will understand 
the urgency.” 


In addition, Mitra said, Ramos and the other appointzes 
could first serve in acting capacities or as officers-in- 
charge. 


Ramos, Mitra Comment 
BK271312 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos today did not 
want to comment on the controversy over his appoint- 
ment and that of General Renato de Villa. The newly 
appointed defense chief was ambushed by newsmen 
outside Malacanang after he attended his first cabinet 
meeting this morning. 
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[Begin Ramos recording] | think we should leave the 
matter, as far as ' am concerned, to the president's legal 
staff, and to the \ ummission on Appointment itself and 
let them debate the issue and make a decision. [end 
recording] 


Speaker Ramon Mitra says as far as he is concerned, any 
official act of Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos and AFP 
Chief General Renato de Villa at this time is illegal. 
However, Mitra does not want to think or talk about 
impeaching President Aquino due to the Ramos and De 
Villa appointment which was still under question as to 
their legality. 


{Begin Mitra recording] In fact, the appointments of 
Ramos and De Villa—their appointments are legal. The 
continuance in office without a new appointment of 
Secretary Factoran and Secretary Reyes is illegal. Both 
cannot be right. If one is correct, the other is wrong. If 
one is legal, the other is illegal because the basis of the 
continuance of Reyes and Factoran in office was that the 
Congress did not adjourn and therefore there was no 
need for a reappointment. But the basis of the appoint- 
ment of Ramos and De Villa—they have the right to 
office—{?is that of an interim appointment). [end 
recording] 


Impeachment Call Dismissed 
HK271409 Hong Kong AFP in English 1317 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 27 (AFP)}—The ruling majority in the 
Philippine Congress Wednesday brushed aside a right- 
wing opposition call to impeach President Corazon 
Aquino for allegedly violating the constitution. 


The Grand Alliance for Democracy (GAD) said Tuesday 
Mrs Aquino violated the constitution by swearing in 
Fidel Ramos as defense secretary and General Renato de 
Villa to replace him as military chief before congres- 
sional confirmation. 


Aquino allies dominate the legislature and could easily 
crush any opposition attempt to launch impeachment 
proceedings. Former Defense Minister Juan Ponce 
Enrile is the lone opposition and GAD member in the 
Senate. 


Former GAD member Joseph Estrada, who defected to 
the pro-administration Liberal Party after being elected 
to the senate, described his former colleagues’ proposal 
as “a joke.” 


Senator Ernesto Maceda said it was “politically motivat- 
ed”’ which “does not deserve serious consideration at 
this time.” 


“Yes, there might be an illegality on their appointment. 
But let’s not belabor it. We can cure this after all,” said 
House of Representatives speaker Ramon Mitra. 


FBIS-EAS-88-018 
28 January 1988 


“Impeachment is resorted to for willful and culpable 
violation of the constitution. There is no showing of 
willful or culpable violation,” Senator Teopisto 
Guingona said. 


Reacting to the impeachment proposal, Mrs Aquino said 
Tuesday she had formally notified the congressional 
commission On appointments before swearing in Mr 
Ramos, and that her lawyers said she was not violating 
the Constitution. 


Aquino Still Opposed to Appointments Bill 
HK271457 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino maintained her strong 
Opposition to the Congress bill providing for broader 
powers to the Commission on Appointments. 


In an interview at Malacanang, the president said it was 
up to Congress to decide whether or not to override her 
veto of a bill that would have given more powers to the 
Commission on Appointments regarding the appoint- 
ments of luwer ranking government officials. 


Nevertheless, the president said she was still waiting for 
a formal letter from Congress. 


Newspaper reports said that the legislative branch wants 
to confer with the executive office on the issue. 


[Begin Aquino recording in English] I have already 
vetoed the bill. Anyway, from the newspapers, | under- 
stand they would like the executive and the legislative 
departments to get together again. I am agreable to that, 
but I am waiting for a formal letter from them. But in the 
meantime, I have already stated my position very clearly 
in my recent measures. This is now something for 
Congress to work on, if they will override my decision or 
not. [end recording] 


Senators May Negotiate 
HK271305 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
27 Jan 88 pp 1, 16 


[By Olaf Giron] 


[Text] The prevailing sentiment of the senators in the 
Commission on Appointments (CA) is to override Pres- 
ident Aquino’s veto of the presidential appointments 
bill, Sen. Aquino Pimentel said yesterday. 


Pimentel pointed out that he cautioned a caucus of 
senators against a confrontation with the President and 
instead try to negotiate and conciliate the conflicting 
positions between Malacanang and Congress “because 
there is room for it.” 
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Senate President Jovito Salonga, who is ex officio chair- 
man of the appointments commission, said the caucus 
agreed to undertake a thorough legal and constitutional 
study of the issues involved. 


Salonga said Senators Edgardo Angara, Wigberto 
Tanada, and Neptali Gonzales would form a study 
committee to cover all the legal and political aspects of 
the issue. 


Angara indicated that it is not just a question of over- 
riding the veto that is involved because there are other 
Options open, such as the President and Congress could 
agree that certain positions in government not men- 
tioned in the Constitution ought to be confirmed. 


He mentioned the positions of Central Bank governor 
and undersecretary, to which the President reportedly 
does not object. 


“I believe the public will be served well with a public 
scrutiny of the qualifications of the nominees,” Angara 
said. 


Angara said the question of bureau heads and lower 
officials has been settled with the Supreme Court deci- 
sion on the case of Customs Commissioner Salvador 
Mison. 


But public officials above bureau heads and below 
department heads is an “open question.” 


Angara agreed that another bill can be filed or the bill 
that was vetoed, which covered all positions in the 
government can be reformed or amended. 


He explained that the decision on the Mison case 
includes all bureau heads but it does not foreclose the 
question of confirmation of officials above bureau head 
but below department head. These include officials per- 
forming quasi-judicial functions. 


For the sake of good government, there must be a middle 
ground not only for the benefit of the present govern- 
ment but also for future governments,“ Angara said. 


He pointed out that it is a political decision and that each 
one must rise above partisan interest. 


Angara said that the interim appointment of Gen. Fidel 
V. Ramos as defense secretary and the promotions of 21 
generals will be part of his committee's study. 


The problem posed by the oath-taking of Ramos and the 
rest is that the President, through Executive Secretary 
Catalino Macaraig, said the resumption of sessions on 
Dec. 28-29 took place when Congress was in recess, and 
not adjourned, Angara said. 
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“Therefore, because of that position, the President did 
not issue and another appointment to Secretaries Reyes 
and Factoran [as published], he pointed out. “To be 
consistent with that position, then the President cannot 
issue an interim appointment to General Ramos because 
Congress theoretically is still in session,” Angara added. 


Coalition Said To Renew Support for Aquino 
HK271449 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 27 Jan 88 


{Excerpt] House Speaker Ramon Mitra Jr said the Con- 
gress has taken a prompt move to prevent the possible 
collapse of the ruling coalition. Many sectors have pre- 
dicted the disintegration of the ruling coalition due to 
the defection of many members of PDP-Laban [Pilipino 
Democratic Party-Strength of the Nation] and Lakas ng 
Bansa [Lakas—Power of the Nation] to the Liberal Party 
shortly before the elections. 


According to Mitra, members of the coalition have 
reiterated their support to the Aquino government dur- 
ing yesterday's meeting to discuss the land reform issue. 


[passage omitted] 


Aquino’s Brother To Give Up Party Leadership 
HK271425 Hong Kong AFP in English 1319 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


{Text} Manila, Jan 27 (AFP)}—President Corazon 
Aquino’s controversial brother is willing to give up 
leadership of a major party after their relatives suffered 
humiliating defeats in the January 18 local polls, a 
partymate said Wednesday. 


Congressman Jose Cojuangco, younger brother of Mrs. 
Aquino “is willing to give up his leadership” of the 
PDP-Laban party, his predecessor Senator Aquilino 
Pimentel told reporters here. 


The PDP-Laban, one of four parties making up the 
ruling coalition, holds a national congress next month. It 
garnered the highest number of gubernatorial posts in 
the January 18 polls. 


Mr. Pimentel said that Mr. Cojuangco had been criti- 
cized by members of the party for recruiting politicians 
linked to the authoritarian regime of deposed president 
Ferdinand Marcos. 


He supported some of these personalities in the last 
balloting, along with several members of the Cojuangco 
and Aquino clans who lost. 


Mr. Pimentel said Mr. Cojuangco had called for a 
top-level meeting of the PDP-Laban next week, ahead of 
the national convention. 


“We're now going to revitalize and reorganize the par- 
ty,” he said. 
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Aquino Chides Relatives Who Lost in Election 
HK280801 Hong Kong AFP in English 0754 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


{Text} Manila, Jan 28 (AFP)}—President Corazon 
Aquino Thursday chided relatives who ran and lost in 
recent local government elections, saying the people had 
punished those who wanted to set up political dynasties. 


The January 18 local elections had “completed the circle 
of democracy,” Mrs Aquino told a national prayer 
meeting here. 


“The people showed they could vote on the issues and 
not just for or against personalities,” she said. “Sadly for 
some, the people voted on the issue of dynasty by 
punishing those who refused to heed the signs of the 
times.” 


Relatives of Mrs Aquino were defeated in bids for office 
in Quezon City, where she lived before becoming presi- 
dent, and in Rizal province. 


Other wealthy families also lost in what was seen as a 
popular rejection of the traditional stranglehold of clans 
on local politics. 


Mrs Aquino also said she regretted the election of several 
right-wing figures associated with her exiled predecessor 
Ferdinand Marcos, calling them “living repudiations of 
our ideals of decency and humanity.” 


Comelec Proclamations in 27 Areas 
HK271254 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 27 Jan 88 pp 1,9 


[Excerpt] The Commission on Elections yesterday sus- 
pended the proclamation of winners in at least 27 
provinces, towns and cities pending resolution of com- 
plaints filed by some losing candidates. 


As this developed, Malacanang declared as special holi- 
days the dates of the rescheduled local elections in the 
Lanao provinces, Leyte, Northern Samar, Sulu, Tawi- 
Tawi and Sta. Ana town and Pampanga. 


Malacanang also allowed employees and students in 
Metro Manila to go home to their respective provinces 
for the special elections without being marked absent. 


Provinces where declaration of winners have been sus- 
pended by the Comelec were: Cagayan, Camarines 
Norte, Rizal, Nueva Vizcaya, Pampanga and Eastern 
Samar. 


Cities and towns included in the suspension order were: 
Quezon City, Pasay City, Surigao City, Olongapo City, 
Cavite City, Paranaque, fifth district of Manila; 
Balagtas, Bulacan; Balanga, Bataan; Bulacan, Bulacan; 
Balete, Aklan; Tacurong, Sultan Kudarat; Bindoy, 
Negros Oriental; Naguilian, La Union; Mariveles, 
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Bataan; Balayan, Batangas; San Rafael, Iloilo; Alicia, 
Zamboanga; Labangan, Zamboanga del Sur: Gabaldon, 
Nueva Tcija; San Rafael and Ilocos. 


Canvassing of votes in the areas specified by the Come- 
lec were, however, ordered to proceed. 


According to Horacio Apostol, chief of the Comelec legal 
division, the poll body has received 280 complaints from 
losing candidates. Charges included widespread terror- 
ism, vote-buying, tampered election returns. [passage 
omitted] 


Communist Rebels Kill Mayor, School Official 
OW280841 Tokyo KYODO in English 0915 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


{Text} Manila, Jan. 283 KYODO—Communist guerrillas 
killed an acting mayor in Arayat, Pampanga Province 
and a university official in Manila, military and police 
officials said Thursday. 


An undetermined number of guerrillas also engaged 
Philippine constabulary soldiers in a four-hour gun bat- 
tle in Santa Ana, also in Pampanga, north of Manila, 
where three rebels and one soldier were killed. 


The rebel attacks came as an apparent response to 
President Corazon Aquino’s order for renewed and 
intensified offensives against the New People’s Army 
ye which has been waging a guerrilla war for the past 
19 years. 


The military said Acting Arayat Mayor Anastacio 
Malang, 48, was taken from his house at gunpoint by 
rebels and shot dead near a river dike less than a 
kilometer from his residence late Wednesday. 


Earlier the same day, troops backed by two helicopter 
gunships, swooped down on the village of Santa Maria in 
Santa Ana south of Arayat, where rebel presence was 
reported. 


Pampanga Constabulary commander Col. Alberto 
Quiaoit said the rebels were seen withdrawing toward 
nearby Candaba carrying their wounded. 


As the battle raged in Pampanga, an NPA “Sparrow 
unit” hit team shot and killed Humberto Moran, the 
chief security officer of the Far Eastern University, as he 
was leaving the campus around 6:30 p.m. Moran's 
19-year-old grandson, who was with him in his car, was 
injured but is out of danger at the university hospital. 


Witnesses said a woman dropped what appeared to be a 
box in front of Moran’s car as it was approaching a street 
corner near the university gate, forcing it to slow down 
and allowing time for two gunmen to shoot him with 
45-calibre automatic pistols, the preferred weapon of the 
“Sparrows.” 
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Police said the ambush was staged less than a kilometer 
away from Aquino’s Malacanang presidential palace. 


The Manila-based Alex Boncayao Brigade claimed 
responsibility for the attack on Moran and the killing of 
Ruben Alvina, an official of the nearby University of the 
East last November. 


The last reported attacks by “Sparrows” in Manila was 
in late December when they killed two leaders of a 
police-backed anti-communist vigilante group in Manil- 
a’s slum district of Tondo. 


In a recent interview published in a Manila daily, an 
NPA officer said the group will concentrate on “quality” 
targets and top military and police officers since “Spar- 
row” attacks on ordinary policemen and soldiers last 
year were widely criticized. 


Ramos Supports Civilians Fighting Insurgency 
HK280217 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has vowed to 
strengthen civilian participation in the government's 
counterinsurgency program and designated two underse- 
cretaries to work towards that goal. Under Secretary 
Fortunato Abat was tasked to set up links with the 
civilian sector through dialogues and various fora; and 
Undersecretary Leo Quisumbing, to head the committee 
that will supervise and liaise with the peace-and-order 
councils throughout the country. These councils, com- 
posed of civilian and military officials and private sector 
representatives, were reduced to inactive status follow- 
ing the February revolution. But many of them, mostly 
in 55 of the country’s 73 provinces, have been reacti- 
vated to fight the insurgency. In an interview, Ramos 
said their participation in the government's counterin- 
surgency program will enable the civilians to get a 
broader picture of the overall campaign. 


400 Dismissed in Move To ‘Clean Up’ Customs 
HK281021 Hong Kong AFP in English 0917 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


{Text} Manila, Jan 28 (AFP)—Philippine customs chief 
Salvador Mison has dismissed some 400 people in a 
major overhaul of his organization's finance depart- 
ment, a spokesman said Thursday. 


Mr Mison, a retired general who took charge of the 
customs bureau in September, has been quoted as saying 
the purge aimed “to remove those who have fattened 
themselves at the expense of the government and the 
Filipino people.” 


Past governments have failed to clean up the customs 
bureau, which has long been considered the most graft- 
ridden government agency in the Philippines. 
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Employees had mixed reactions to the move, spokesman 
Roland Manuel said. 


“Some were in favor,” he said. “Some were sulking, 
especially those who will be affected.” 


Joint Committee Approves Pay Increase for INP 
HK280211 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 27 Jan 88 


{Text] The Senate-House Joint Conference Committee 
yesterday [27 January] approved a 60-percent across- 
the-board increase in the salaries of some 65,000 mem- 
bers of the Integrated National Police [INP], retroactive 
December Ist. The chairman of the Senate committee 
Senator Ernesto Maceda and Public Order and Internal 
Security Committee head Representative Rodrigo 
Gutang said the adjustment in the policemen’s salaries 
was raised to the level of members of the Armed Forces. 
The consolidated measures from the two chambers are 
expected to be passed unanimously on third and final 
reading this week. 


Thailand 


Foreign Ministry Statement on Border Conflict 
BK281100 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 
1500 GMT 27 Jan 38 


[Foreign Ministry statement regarding the Thai-Lao bor- 
der dispute in Ban Romklao of Phitsanulok Province— 
date not given; read by announcer] 


[Text] As a result of incursions by Laotian troops into 
Thai territory in the vicinity of Romklao village, Phitsa- 
nulok Province since May 1987, the Royal Armed Forces 
had issued several warnings to the Laotian intruders to 
cease the said action and withdraw from Thai soil. 
Turning deaf ears to the repeated warnings from the Thai 
side, the Laotian troops have continued to occupy the 
area that clearly belongs to Thailand. In this regard, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand has made state- 
ments on several occasions repeating that the area in the 
vicinity of Romklao village falls within the Thai territo- 
ry, and this has been confirmed by the 1907 Franco- 
Siamese Treaty and Protocol of 1907. However, in the 
statements by the spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Laos to the representatives of the diplomatic 
corps and the press in Vientiane on 14 January 1988 and 
that of the Laotian Embassy in Bangkok on 22 January 
1988, the Laotian side tried to distort and obscure the 
facts concerning the Thai-Lao boundary line in the said 
area. After a careful verification of relevant evidences by 
various Thai authorities concerned, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Thailand wishes to reiterate the facts 
as follows: 


Text of the 1907 Treaty and Protocol: The spokesman of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Laos distorted the 
facts of the 1907 Treaty and Protocol. For instance, the 
name of Phu Soi Dao, which does not exist in the 1907 
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treaty and protocol, was referred to by the Laotian side 
as a point for determining the boundary line. The 1907 
Treaty and Protocol reads: [Following passage in French] 
From Luang Prabang, the border goes south from the 
Mekong to the mouth of the Nam Heuang, and follows 
the flow of this river to its very source which is at Phou 
Khao Miang. From there, the border follows the water- 
shed between the Mekong and the Menam [River] and 
ends on the Mekong at a point called Keng Pha Dai, 
conforming with the boundary adopted by the former 
commission on delimitation of 16 January 1906. 


In accordance with the above mentioned treaty and 
protocol, the Nam Heuang was taken as the boundary 
line between Thailand and Laos at the point where the 
Nam Heuang branches off into the Heuang Paman and 
the Nam Heuang Nga. The treaty and protocol took as 
boundary line the river originated from Phou Khao 
Miang, namely Nam Heuang Nga River. In conformity 
with the map relevant to the treaty and protocol as well 
as the relevant maps are concerned, the spokesman of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Laos deliberately 
picked on the maps that are now out of use. He even 
referred to the map published 14 years ago or in 1974 
instead of the latest and correct edition of the Laos map 
produced by the Soviet Union for Laos in 1987, the 
matter of which clearly demonstrates that the disputed 
area in the vicinity of Romklao Villages falls within the 
Thai territory. As for the Thai maps that the Lao 
spokesman shows for demonstration, they too, have 
been out of use for a long time. For example, the 
incorrect edition of map series L-708 was referred to and 
displayed despite the availability of a correct edition. 
Similarly, the Lao spokesman did not use the correct 
revised edition map series L-7017. As for the correct 
boundary line, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thai- 
land has stated publicly before that, in accordance with 
the treaty and protocol and various relevant maps, the 
area in question lies within the Thai territory as evi- 
denced by the three following maps, namely map rele- 
vant to the Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907, the correct 
revised edition of map series L-7017 produced from 
aerial photography, and the Laotian official map pro- 
duced by the Soviet Union in 1987. 


In an attempt to resolve the problem, the Thai Govern- 
ment has stated the facts, both in Thailand and in 
international political fora, to promote a correct under- 
standing of the problem. In particular, the Laotian side 
was called upon to cooperate in the peaceful solution of 
the problem. However, the Laotian side has disregarded 
the Thai calls time and again. Finally, the Royal Thai 
Armed Forces had to take decisive measures to push 
back the Laotian troops from the Thai territory. 


The Thai Government is well aware of the inseparable 
and profound relationship between the peoples of the 
two countries and is confident that both sides will finally 
be able to resolve the problem by means of negotiation. 
The Thai Government has made efforts to open channels 
for substantive and constructive talks. On 25 December 
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1987, the Thai ambassador to Laos submitted the pro- 
posal of the Royal Thai Government for a meeting 
between representatives of the two countries within a 
framework that would ensure concrete results, and not 
just for the sake of having such a negotiation and 
allowing the further worsening of the relationship 
between the two countries as in the past. Despite the fact 
that the Laotian side had categorically rejected the said 
Thai proposal, the Thai Government has never given up 
its efforts and had, therefore, accordingly assigned the 
Thai ambassador in Vientiane to explain to the Laotian 
side once more on 4 January 1|987 [as heard]. 


Yet, the Laotians continued to reject the said proposal 
and even demanded that the Thai Armed Forces be 
withdrawn from the Thai territory in the vicinity of 
Romklao village. Besides, the Laotian side still further 
attempted to distort and obscure the facts by producing 
obsolete and out-of-date documents to support its alle- 
gations that Thailand made incursion into its territory. 


In addition to the proposal for talks, the Royal Thai 
Government has also proposed to the Laotian side to 
send a high-ranking economic and trade mission to Laos. 
It is regrettable that the Laotian side has also chosen to 
reject this proposal. While it was Laos that violated 
Thailand’s sovereignty, Laos’ continuous attempts to 
attack Thailand through state media, propaganda, and to 
smear individual Thai cabinet members, as well as to 
incite the Lao people with hatred feelings toward the 
Thai people demonstrate Laos’ hidden and insincere 
intention to join Thailand in resolving the problem and 
in promoting cordial relations between the two coun- 
tries. 


The Thai side has been exercising full restraint in its 
serious search for solution, and had never exploited the 
incident as a propaganda against Laos. At the same time, 
the Thai side has submitted several proposals to Laos so 
that negotiations could begin in earnest. Despite the 
existing problem, Thailand has still retained the mecha- 
nism that facilitates normal relations, such as the Thai 
purchase of a large quantity of electricity from the 
Laotian Nam Yun Dam, the promoting of trade and 
local contact along the border, and the opening of 
temporary border crossing points. 


The Royal Thai Government hopes [as heard] that the 
above Thai stance represents a firm determination to 
promote the already long-standing and close ties between 
Thailand and Laos. Thailand also hopes that Laos will 
reconsider its position and sincerely cooperate with 
Thailand in resolving the problem seriously for the 
well-being of the Thai and Lao peoples. 


Sitthi Address on National Foreign Policy 
BK280031 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Jan 88 p 4 


(““Text” of 27 January address by Foreign Minister, Air 
Chief Marshal [ACM] Sitthi Sawetsila, to Foreign Cor- 
respondents Club of Thailand [FCCT] on country’s 


foreign policy—place not given] 
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[Text] In the past 12 months, you may have noticed a 
growing public attention in the making and implemen- 
tation of Thai foreign policy. As a member of Parliament 
and a keeper of Thai foreign policy. | welcome this as a 
healthy sign of a maturing democratic society. However, 
since our foreign policy needs to be credible, it must be 
rational and not vacillate simply on account of momen- 
tary public fervour or sentiment. At the same time, care 
should be given to debates on foreign policy issues to 
prevent them from being exploited for partisan politics 
or personal glory. Every member of Parliament should 
also cooperate to deny foreign foes any opportunity to 
take advantage of our honest political differences. On my 
part, | have sought to open and maintain a channel of 
communication between the Foreign Ministry and Par- 
liament through meetings with and briefings of parlia- 
mentary members especially those of the House Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. For I recognize that under our 
parliamentary system, our foreign policy, to be viable 
needs to be multipartisan. 


Several significant international events have happened 
since I last addressed the FCCT meeting. Early last year 
saw the first visit to ASEAN by the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, signifying the political thrust of the Soviet 
Union into the Southeast Asian region. Then in May, I 
made a trip to Moscow to underscore the need for the 
Soviet Union to bring pressure to bear on Vietnam to 
withdraw from Kampuchea. I came back from that trip 
to be greeted by the copyright controversy. In July, the 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting [AMM] was held in Singa- 
pore. The Post-Ministerial Conference which was held 
after the AMM heard US Secretary of State George 
Shultz telling ASEAN countries to look somewhere else 
instead of America as the engine of our future economic 
growth. In October, Thailand and Japan celebrated the 
one hundredth anniversary of the establishment of the 
diplomatic relations between the two countries. Prime 
Minister Nakasone came to Bangkok on this occasion 
and announced the intention of the Japanese govern- 
ment to set up a 2 billion-dollar fund for ASEAN 
development. Then, in December, the superpowers’ 
summit was held in Washington D.C. and the ASEAN 
Summit Meeting was held in Manila. In the same month, 
Prince Sihanouk held his first talk with Mr Hun Sen. 


These events, although seemingly unrelated on the sur- 
face, shape the environment in which we must navigate 
our ship of state. Our two guiding principles are, as they 
have always been, Thailand’s security and the well-being 
of the Thai people. 


The greatest threat to our national security is still the 
Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. On this issue, all 
eyes of Kampuchean watchers must have; focused on the 
past two rounds of talks in France between Prince 
Sihanouk and Mr Hun Sen. The next round is scheduled 
to be held in Pyongyang, North Korea. So far, there 
seems to be no sign yet of the light at the end of the 
tunnel. The talks probably will continue to drag on 
without any significant breakthroughs. Since Mr Hun 
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Sen’s coaches in these parleys are Vietnam and the 
Soviet Union, any breakthrough on the Kampuchean 
problem must come from or be sanctioned by them, in 
particular Vietnam. 


Even if these two rounds of talks have not yet culminated 
in any breakthrough on the Kampuchean problem, the 
substantive discussions, especially those points made by 
Prince Sihanouk, have created a framework for the 
political settlement of the Kampuchean conflict. Prince 
Sihanouk asked for the total withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops from Kampuchea in | 988 or at the latest in 1989. 
He called for the dismantling of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea and the formation of a quadripartite provi- 
sional government of Cambodia to organize general 
elections. They are to be held under the supervision of 
the International Control Commission and in the pres- 
ence of an international peace-keeping force, in both of 
which France should have an important role. The gen- 
eral elections will lead to the setting up of a statutory 
assembly in Phnom Penh to frame a constitution to 
stipulate the name of the state of Cambodia and its 
political, social and economic regimes. Mr Hun Sen so 
far has not addressed himself to these issues raised by the 
Prince. He must do so if he is to demonstrate his 
sincerity about the political solution to the Kampuchean 
problem. If he evades these issues, then there would 
continue to be lingering suspicion that his objective is 
not to arrive at a political solution but to gain legitimacy 
for the PRK and to undermine the unity of the CGDK. 


Although no breakthrough occurs during the last two 
rounds of talks between Prince Sihanouk and Mr Hun 
Sen, we have noted recent encouraging trends. First, the 
superpowers summit in Washington recognizes that 
world peace requires attention not only to nuclear arms 
reduction but to regional issues. In this connection, | am 
gratified to note that the Kampuchean problem was 
discussed by President Reagan and General Secretary 
Gorbachev. Second, there seems to be a convergence of 
the opinions of the major powers that there must be a 
political solution to the Kampuchean problem. The third 
trend is the emerging consensus among all parties 
involved that Prince Sihanouk is pivotal to the political 
settlement of the Kampuchean problem. Hence, it is 
important that he be given the opportunity to negotiate 
directly with the key party who can make decisions on 
the Kampuchean issue: Vietnam. For Vietnam to use 
Hun Sen as a front to carry on dialogue with Prince 
Sihanouk is a tortuous process. Fourth, there seems to be 
an agreement among all parties involved that the key to 
the solution of the Kampuchean problem is the total 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea. 
Now even the Vietnamese Communist Party leader 
Nguyen Van Linh sees it that way. Mr Nguyen Van Linh 
said last week in Ho Chi Minh City, “Hundreds of 
Vietnamese youths are being killed in Kampuchea. This 
we do not want. We want to bring them home to work in 
the reconstruction of our country. We spend a big part of 
our budget on the army and that is detrimental to us.” 
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How refreshing to hear such candid remarks. I do hope 
Mr Nguyen Van Linh would be able to convince Mr Le 
Duc Anh and Mr Nguyen Co Thach to see the Kampu- 
chean problem in the same light. If he manages to do so, 
and I sincerely hope that he does, he is the man whom 
Thailand can do business with. As I have said before and 
I shall say it again, the only obstacle to the improvement 
of Thai-Vietnamese relations is the Vietnamese occupa- 
tion of Kampuchea. When the last Vietnamese soldiers 
leave Kampuchea, | shall go to Hanoi to resume the 
cordial relations that existed between Thailand and 
Vietnam before the fateful event of December 1978. 


Let me now turn to the immediate problem affecting 
Thailand’s territorial integrity: the Ban Romklao inci- 
dent. We have tried to maintain a sense of proportion 
about this problem. We intend to treat it as an isolated 
incident. That is why we have allowed normal interac- 
tions between the two sides to continue uninterrupted. 
We want to discuss this incident with the Laotian side in 
the spirit of mutual restraint. We have applied a policy of 
restraint in our efforts to defuse the situation and have 
used force as an instrument of last resort in order to 
protect our territorial integrity. After careful examina- 
tion of relevant historical and legal evidences, we are 
convinced that the area in question lies in our territory. 
Hence, we are prepared to enter meaningful negotiations 
with Laos only when there are no longer Lao troops on 
our soil. It would be a grave mistake if the Laotian 
government were to try to use this incident to pressure 
Thailand on other issues. Nonetheless, | am convinced 
that an amicable solution between us is not beyond the 
realm of possibility. 


Let me state firmly at this juncture that the Thai govern- 
ment does not merely wish to maintain amicable bilat- 
eral relations with Laos, but also genuinely wishes to 
facilitate any economic improvement of the Lao people 
particularly by intensifying our bilateral trade relations. 
Our two peoples and nations need to build up mutual 
trust upon which meaningful negotiations can be based. 
Our continued purchase of electricity from Laos in spite 
of its high cost as well as our cooperation in the transit of 
goods to Laos are evidences of our genuine efforts to 
promote mutual trust between our two countries. We 
will continue our efforts in a neighbourly spirit to work 
out possible modality to get us back on the road to 
genuine dialogue. 


Thailand’s security and the well-being of the Thai people 
nowadays are affected not only by military activities 
along or near our borders but from changes in the world 
economy. The degree of the dependence of our economy 
on the world economy is getting higher every year. In 
1983, our foreign trade accounted for 41 percent of our 
gross domestic product. Last year, that figure has 
increased to 51.2 percent. In view of this increasing 
vulnerability of our economy to changes in the world 
economy, we must be vigilant and flexible at all times to 
adapt ourselves to new trends in the world economy. 
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Looking back at the year that just went by, | must say it 
was a good year—a year of achievements for Thailand. 
Our economic growth registered at 5.6 percent, our 
balance of payments is doing well in our favour with 
rising foreign reserves, and our exports expanded by 22.2 
percent—the highest percentage growth in seven years. 
The success story of our exports is particularly attributed 
to the close cooperation between our public and private 
sectors. 


It must be proudly noted that last year Thailand’s 
economic achievement took place against a backdrop of 
rising difficulties in the world economic environment— 
the time when the world is inundated with trade distort- 
ing measures, increasing international debts and 
exchange rate fluctuations. At a time when countries 
attempt to defend their historical interests and monop- 
olies, the world economy is in danger of being divided 
into regional trade blocs and of sliding into trade wars. 
These are the challenges Thailand is facing. 


US Secretary of State George Shultz’s warning at the 
Post-Ministerial Conference in Singapore last July that 
ASEAN countries should no longer look to the US to 
continue absorbing rising exports from them is a timely 
reminder that the world economy we have known since 
end of the Second World War is being fundamentally 
transformed. Other economic centres are replacing the 
US as the engine of growth. The principal one of course 
is Japan, which also is becoming more and more impor- 
tant to Thailand economically. 


Since the Plaza accord in 1985, Japanese investment 
Capital has been flowing into Thailand at an accelerated 
rate due mainly to the yen appreciation. More Japanese 
investment came to Thailand during the last two years 
than during the past 25 years from 1960-1985. Last year, 
Japanese investment in Thailand accounted for 36 per- 
cent of all foreign investment in this country, more than 
that of any country and nearly double that of the United 
States. Given the long and cordial relations between our 
two countries and the complementarity of our two 
economies, Thai-Japanese economic cooperation should 
be promoted as a showcase of ASEAN-Japan coopera- 
tion. In this connection, Japan could complement our 
receptivity to Japanese investment by facilitating greater 
access of Thai goods to Japanese markets. I am also in 
favour of the idea of a wisemen’s group comprising 
leading government officials, businessmen and academi- 
cians of both sides being formed to take a long-term look 
at the overall relations between Thailand and Japan in 
the future. Such a body could help to minimize possible 
frictions and promote greater understanding between 
our two countries and peoples. 


Our increasing ties with Japan do not need to be at the 
expense of our ties with the United States, our historical 
friend, treaty ally and most important export market. We 
view existing trade problems between our two countries 
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as temporary ones arising from the success of our econ- 
Omy in diversifying our exports from primarily agricui- 
tural commodities to manufactures. We hope that the 
United States will bear in mind that Thailand is still a 
developing country, having many miles to go before we 
become another NIC [newly industrialized country]. We 
have come a long way, thanks partly to the United States, 
to the present position of being a showcase for the 
market-economy model. To undermine Thailand now 
would be detrimental to the US’s long-term security and 
economic interests in this corner of the Pacific rim. If we 
are free and prosperous our success would vindicate the 
values that the United States has been trying to promote 
in the Third World. 


What Thailand seeks to achieve economically must 
depend on ASEAN performance as a whole. Thus, the 
success of the Third ASEAN Summit last December 
augurs well for our future. The Summit agreed to 
increase intra-ASEAN trade cooperation, to attract for- 
eign investment and improve the Preferential Trading 
Arrangements over the period of five years. This may 
sound a humble beginning but it represents a giant step 
forward for ASEAN. Further cooperation and interac- 
tion among the ASEAN countries will result not only in 
a possible greater ASEAN market but in enhancing 
ASEAN’s competitiveness in the world economy. In this 
connection, the Japanese $2 billion industrial develop- 
ment fund for ASEAN is thus well-timed as a catalyst for 
greater economic cooperation among the ASEAN coun- 
tries. It is now incumbent upon all the six member states 
to proceed along this course towards an intrinsic ASEAN 
market for the mutual benefits to all of us and our 
descendants. 


In this address, I have sought to highlight certain inter- 
national events of the past year that seem to foreshadow 
signficant trends for Thai foreign policy. | am aware that 
the challenges facing Thailand will be great this year. But 
I welcome them. For I believe that what is fundamentally 
at stake in our foreign policy is no less than the survival 
of this nation as a free and independent country. 


Sitthi Willing To Meet Lao Counterpart 
BK280123 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Jan 88 pp I, 2 


[Excerpts] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila last night 
said he is willing to meet his Laotian counterpart Phoun 
Sipaseut in Bangkok next month. 


He told members of the Foreign Correspondents Club of 
Thailand (FCCT) that he has received a request from 
Phoun for a meeting with him. 


Sitthi made this disclosure while answering a reporier’s 
question, but he did not say whether the meeting would 
be related to the Laotian Government’s wish to pay 
respect to His Majesty the King on his 60th birthday or 
attempts to solve the ongoing Thai-Lao border conflict. 
He would not elaborate on the issue. 
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‘Let them be surprised,” he said when he came across 
THE NATION after the function at the Ambassador 
Hotel. 


He said he has not yet received a formal proposal from 
the Laotian Government for a meeting next month in 
Bangkok to improve bilateral ties as reported in the 
Press. 


In his prepared speech to the FCCT, he repeated the 
Thai position of not negotiating with the Laotian side 
until all Lao troops have been withdrawn from Thai soil. 


But he said Thailand “genuinely wishes” to help eco- 
nomic development in Laos and intensify bilateral trade 
with this land-locked country although Laotizn soldiers 
have intruded into Thai territory at Ban Romklao in 
Phitsanulok. 


He said Thailand intends to treat the Laotian intrusion 
“as an isolated incident” and continue normal interac- 
tions between the two countries, including the Thai 
purchase of electricity from Laos. [passage omitted] 


In answering questions, he said he believed the Khmer 
Rouge, the militarily dominant force in Sihanouk’s coa- 
lition, has accepted it cannot return to power in Kam- 
puchea. 


He said a Khmer Rouge return might prompt another 
invasion into Kampuchea. 


Diplomats Briefed on Border Dispute With Laos 
BK280827 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0000 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Text] Foreign Ministry Spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat 
reported yesterday that his ministry has invited mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps from 34 friendly countries 
to a briefing on the Thai-Lao border in Ban Romklao of 
Phitsanulok Province to let the diplomats know about 
the facts as well as the evidence and the situation. The 
diplomats were very interested in the facts and the map, 
appended to the 1907 French-Thai Treaty, which clearly 
shows that Ban Romklao is inside Thai territory. They 
also saw a map of Laos published by the Soviet Union 
last year. Diplomats from several countries, such as the 
United States, Britain, France, Australia and India, 
asked interested questions about the maps and about 
Thailand’s political measures to solve the problem. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman said that the ministry 
briefed the diplomats on the incidents, which started on 
31 May 1987 when Lao soldiers intruded into Thai 
territory and fired at tractors, killing a construction firm 
worker. On | June 1987, Lao soldiers intruded and 
captured seven Thai villagers, one who was killed and 
another who escaped while the remaining five were 
eventually released. Later, Laos sent troops to seize 
various hills in Ban Romklao. The Thai military has 
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tried to warn the Lao soldiers to withdraw. But, Laos did 
not respond. As a result, since December, the Thai 
military has been trying to drive out the intruders. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman also said that in addi- 
tion to the briefing on the situation and facts about the 
incidents in Ban Romklao, especially the showing the 
maps concerning the Thai-Lao border line along Ban 
Romklao to the diplomats in the presence of officials 
from the Royal Thai Survey Department, the Foreign 
Ministry will also take the diplomats to observe the real 
situation at Ban Romklao of Phitsanulok Province today 
{28 January] with the cooperation of the Army to enable 
the diplomats the better know about the facts from the 
field and real situation. 


Visit Disputed Area 
BK280357 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Jan 88 p I 


[Text] A group of foreign diplomats will fly to Phitsanu- 
lok this moring to observe the disputed border area 
Thailand and Laos are fighting to control. 


Thailand showed maps yesterday to diplomats of 33 
countries to back its claim that the area near Chat 
Trakan District’s Romklao Village is in Thai territory. 


Laotian, Soviet and Vietnamese diplomats were not 
invited. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat told 
the diplomats that Thailand considered the dispute an 
“isolated case” and that Thai-Lao trade relations at 
other border areas are going on as usual. 


‘We want (the diplomats) to know the truth and under- 
stand that we have firm evidence (to back our claim). We 
want them to know we didn’t ‘produce’ such evidence,” 
Sarot told reporters after a 45-minute briefing at the 
ministry’s press centre. 


Thai, French and Soviet maps showing that the embat- 
tled area belongs to Thailand were displayed during the 
briefing, joined by senior officials of the Supreme Com- 
mand’s Royal Thai Survey Department. 


Many diplomats gathered in front of the maps after- 
wards and discussed the issue. “They expressed much 
interest (in the conflict),” Sarot said. 


‘Laos has not yet stopped its (verbal) attacks on Thai- 
land. We won't resort to such method. We want to show 
our sincerity to solve the problem,” Sarot told reporters. 


The Foreign Ministry and the army have made the 
invitations so that diplomats can see the “real” situation, 
he said. 
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‘Gun Duel’ Reported With Vietnamese at Border 
BK280149 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
28 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] Aranyaprathet—Vietnamese gunners poured 
more than 100 rounds of artillery and mortar shells at a 
construction site near the border yesterday [27 January], 
seriously damaging a heavy-duty truck and a water truck. 


Military sources said that Thai forces first fired smoke 
bombs to warn the Vietnamese of the cross-border 
Shelling, but later turned to real explosives when the 
warning was not heeded. 


The gun duel which lasted a few hours ended at about 3 

p.m., the sources said, adding that the bombardment 

scared about 200 families living at the construction site 

y« Khao Din, about 40 kilometres south of this border 
istrict. 


Meanwhile, it was reported that about 200 Khmer Rouge 
soldiers launched an attack on a Vietnamese convoy on 
Highway 9/11 linking Ban Nimit with Ban Damnak 
Chek about 10 kilometres from the border. 


Heavy fighting was reported and the Vietnamese had to 
call in artillery support from a firebase in Ban Pou Bei 
Daeum. There was, however, no report of casualties on 
both sides. 


Iran’s Larijani Arrives for 4-Day Visit 
LD260808 Tehran IRNA in English 0632 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Tehran, Jan. 26, IRNA—lIran’s deputy foreign 
minister for international and economic affairs Moham- 
mad Javad Larijani arrived in Bangkok for a four-day 
visit Monday. A spokesman of the Iranian Embassy in 
Bangkok said Monday that Larijani is to review with 
Thai official Iran-Thailand relations and their trade 
exchanges. The Iranian official is also to talk with Thai 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila and his deputy today. 


Iranian deputy foreign minister is also to hold talks with 
U.N. executive secretary of the Economic and Social 
= peaam for Asia and the Pacific Shah A.M.S. 
Kibria. 


According to Thailand’s foreign minister the country is 
the world’s biggest exporter of rice. He said in 1987 his 
country exported 522,000-plus tons of rice. 


Iran imports rice from Thailand in exchange for oil. 


Larijani is to leave Thailand for Singapore Thursday. 
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Meets With Sitthi 
BK270115 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Larijani and Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
yesterday agreed to set up a joint commission to increase 
bilateral trade and economic cooperation between the 
two countries. 


The Iranian minister, who is responsible for trade, 
economic and foreign affairs, made the proposal to ACM 
[Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi and his deputy minister, 
Praphat Limpaphan, during a meeting at the Foreign 
Ministry yesterday. 


Deputy director-general of the ministry's Information 
Division, Wit Rayananon, said ACM Sitthi agreed with 
Mr Larijani’s proposal and suggested the joint commis- 
sion meet once or twice a year and that it also include 
exchanges of technical know-how in the agricultural 
field. 


Mr Wit said both men hoped to promote bilateral trade 
and economic cooperation. 


At present, Iran buys rice from Thailand while Thailand 
buys oil from Iran. Both ministers agreed that the 
volume of trade should be increased and avenues should 
be explored to raise cooperation in other areas. They also 
want trade between the two countries take a government- 
to-government form. 


On political matters, Mr Larijani briefed the Thai side 
on the Gulf War and the Afghanistan situation. 


Meets With Deputy Premier 
LD271510 Tehran IRNA in English 1454 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[Text] Tehran, Jan. 27, IRNA—Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter for Economic and International Affairs Mohammad 
Javad Larijani, currently on an official visit to Thailand, 
held talks with Thai Deputy Premier Phong Sarasin in 
Bangkok Wednesday on issues of mutual interest. 


Among the issues discussed by the two were ways of 
expanding Tehran-Bangkok politico-economic coopera- 
tion and increasing bilateral trade exchanges. They also 
studied grounds for setting up a joint economic commis- 
sion. 


After the meeting, Larijani attended a press conference 
and responded to questions raised by reporters. 


Meanwhile, the deputy foreign minister met with Thai 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila in the Thai capital 
Tuesday where the two expressed willingness to promote 
Tehran-Bangkok ties as well as mutual economic coop- 
eration. 
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In a separate meeting on Tuesday, Larijani discussed 
bilateral ties and other issues of mutual interest with his 
Thai counterpart Praphat Limpaphan. 


Meets With Commerce Minister 
BK270944 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 27 Jan 88 


{Text} Iran has proposed to buy rubber directly from 
Thailand. The proposal was made during a meeting of 
visiting Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Javad Larijani and Commerce Minister Montri Phong- 
phanit on Monday for discussion on bilateral trade 
expansion. Mr Larijani also proposed that Thailand buy 
Iranian crude oil in return for Iran’s purchase of Thai 
rice and canned food. Iran last year imported about 
380,000 tons of rice from Thailand which also made an 
equal purchase of Iranian crude under a barter trade deal 
between the two countries. 


IRNA Reports on Meeting 
LD261848 Tehran IRNA in English 1800 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Tehran, Jan. 26, IRNA—Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter for Economic and International Affairs Mohammad 
Javad Larijani, currently in Bangkok, conferred with 
Thailand’s minister of commerce on economic issues of 
mutual concern between the two countries, in the Thai 
capital Monday evening. 


The two sides adverting to volume of Tehran-Bangkok 
trade relations called for further expansion of the bilat- 
eral ties in various areas including promotion of trade 
exchanges in oil, rice and other goods. 


An invitation was extended to the Thai commerce min- 
ister to visit Tehran which was accepted. 


Larijani heading a ranking political delegation left here 
for Bangkok Sunday on a three-day official visit at the 
invitation of Thailand’s deputy foreign minister. 


Confers With UN Official 
LD261855 Tehran IRNA in English 1847 GM 
T 26 Jan 88 


[Text] Tehran, Jan. 26, IRNA—Iran’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister for International and Economic Affa.rs 
Mohammad Javad Larijani conferred with Executive 
Secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) Shah 
A.M.S. Kibria in Bangkok today. 


In the meeting Kibria referred to the large reserves of 
developing countries in foreign banks and said these 
countries should invest their capital in the regional 
countries. He also mentioned ESCAP possibilities for 
the use of the member countries. 
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In response Larijani called for further expansion of 
regional and local cooperation in order to compete more 
powerfully on world’s economic scene. He cited cooper- 
ation between Iran, Pakistan and Turkey within the 
framework of the Economic Cooperation Organization 
(ECO) as an example for such experiences. 


Larijani said that Iran will set forth a proposal for 
cooperation between ECO and ESCAP in an annual 
session to be held in Jakarta, late April. 


Larijani left for Bangkok Sunday at the head of a ranking 
delegation for a three-day visit. 


Joint Communique Issued 
LD281351 Tehran IRNA in English 1239 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


[Text] Tehran, Jan. 28, IRNA—Iran and Thailand 
released a joint communique simultaneously in Tehran 
and Bangkok at the end of a three-day visit to Bangkok 
by Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic and Interna- 
tional Affairs Mohammad Javad Larijani. 


The communique, referring to Larijani’s visit to Bang- 
kok, announced the two countries’ readiness to expand 
mutual commercial and economic relations. It also said 
the two sides have agreed to set up a joint economic- 
commercial cooperation committee the details of which 
would be specified in future stages of mutual talks. 


Larijani held talks with Premier Prem Tinsulanon and 
his deputy Phong Sarasin, Foreign Affairs Minister Sitthi 
Sawetsila and his deputy Praphat and Commerce Min- 
ister Montri Phongphanit. 


In his meeting with the Thai prime minister Larijani 
submitted him a message from his Iranian counterpart 
Hoseyn Musavi. 


Iran and Thailand also agreed on continuation of Iran’s 
purchase of rice from Thailand in exchange for its oil 
exports. The two sides also agreed to explore ways of 
Iranian purchase of other commodities from Thailand. 


During his three-day stay in Bangkok, Larijani also 
extended an invitation to the Thai commerce minister to 
pay a visit to Tehran and participate in the forthcoming 
international trade fair due to be held in the Iranian 
capital in mid-September. 


According to the communique the two sides discussed 
various international issues including . Afghanistan, 
Kampuchea, which it said affect regional security and 
peace and agreed to find solutions to these problems. 


On the Iraqi-imposed war and U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 598 they agreed to exchange views and 
stressed the importance of security and stability in the 
Persian Gulf. 
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Prem Meets Visiting Gambian Foreign Minister 
BK221521 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 20 Jan 88 


{Text} Gambian Foreign Minister Omar Sey and his 
party called on Prime Minister General Prem Tinsula- 
non at Government House at 1000 today. The group was 
accompanied by Deputy Foreign Minister Second Lieu- 
tenant Praphat Limpaphan. The Gambian delegation is 
visiting Thailand from 18 to 21 January. Also present at 
today’s meeting are Secretary General to the Prime 
Minister Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri, senior offi- 
cials from the Foreign Ministry, and Spokesman of the 
Prime Minister’s Office Michai Wirawaithaya. 


The prime minister welcomed the visit by the Gambian 
foreign minister as a step in strengthening bilateral 
relations and cooperation. He said the visit also enabled 
Thailand to realize that both countries share a common 
stand on several international issues, including the Cam- 
bodian issue. 


The Gambian foreign minister thanked the Thai Gov- 
ernment and people for the honor accorded to his 
delegation. He said his government attached great 
importance to the current visit to Thailand by his 
delegation, an effort to expand bilateral relations and 
cooperation. He stressed that Thailand and Gambia 
adopt a similar view and attitude on several issues. He 
said he was impressed by the success made by the Asian 
Institute of Technology in Thailand. This is a proof of 
Thailand’s progress in technology and industry. He 
hoped that his couptry can learn from Thailand in those 
areas. He said Gambia is a poor country and often 
suffers from drought. He appealed for help from friendly 
countries in terms of consumer goods. 


Koreans Questioned About Protest in Bangkok 
SK260544 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0523 GMT 26 Jan 88 


[Text] Bangkok, Jan. 26 (YONHAP)—Seven of the 
South Korean residents in Thailand were summoned by 
Thai police and questioned about the background of an 
anti-North Korean demonstration they staged near the 
 o- Korean trade mission based in Bangkok last Jan. 
18. 


Summoned by the Thai police authorities were Yi Hong- 
u, vice president of Korean residents association in Thai 
[as received], and six others. 


The South Koreans were asked to file written answers to 
about 20 items of questions raised by the police officers 
in two rounds of interrogations that day, the association 
sources said. 


The seven were among the scores of Koreans who staged 
anti-Pyongyang demonstration last Jan. 18 out of anger 
against North Korea’s bombing of a South Korean 
international airliner last November, the sources said. 
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A source said some of the Koreans were asked by the 
police officers to disclose whether the demonstration was 
instigated by a certain figure sent by South Korean 
Government or South Korean Embassy in Bangkok. 


The South Koreans were alleged to have said that they 
staged the demonstration in accordance with an inde- 
pendent decision of their association and only after 
informing Thai authorities of their plan to do so. 


Official on Road-Building to Lao Border 
BK240935 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0000 GMT 24 Jan 88 


[Text] Sathian Wongwichian, director general of the 
Highways Department, gave a briefing on construction 
of a road from Ban Bo Phak to Ban Romklao at the 3d 
Army Region Headquarters in Phitsanulok Province 
yesterday. Speaking to correspondents, Sathian said the 
prime minister has instructed the Highways Department 
to accelerate the construction of the 15-km asphalt road 
from Ban Bo Phak to Ban Romklao for which the Army 
engineers have already cleared the passage for the road 
foundation. The road will shorten the distance from 
Phitsanulok city to Ban Romklao. 


Asked if the clashes between Thai and foreign forces in 
nearby areas will affect the construction, Sathian said the 
danger is there but construction will proceed neverthe- 
less. He said about 30 million baht will be needed for the 
construction, which will begin immediately and should 
be completed in 4 months. 


Gen Chawalit Speaks on Armed Forces Day 
BK261107 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 in Thai 
1400 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Address by General Chawalit Yongchaiyut, acting 
supreme commander, on Armed Forces Day, 25 Janu- 
ary—recorded] 


[Text] Beloved compatriots and brave soldiers: Exactly 
395 years ago today King Naresuan the Great, a heroic 
king of the Thai people, was engaged in an elephant duel 
with an aggressor and achieved a victory of greatest 
honor in Thai history that firmly preserved the country’s 
independence and sovereignty. To observe his love for 
the country over his own life and to remind the Thai 
people to be aware of national independence and sover- 
eignty, 25 January is observed annually as Thai Armed 
Forces Day. 


Since ancient days, the Thai Armed Forces have been a 
most important basic institution of the country whose 
role and duty are to preserve national independence and 
sovereignty. The king has always held the position of 
royal supreme commander of the Armed Forces and the 
power to declare war and lead the armed forces into 
combat. Although the nature of war has changed with 
time, the king continues to maintain the position of royal 
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supreme commander and properly leads the Armed 
Forces in a resolute and courageous confrontation 
against the enemy in any situation. 


At present, the external and internal threats to the 
country are complicated and delicate and based largely 
on ideological, doctrinal, and interest conflicts. Interna- 
tional relations are important in the defense of the 
country against external aggression. For this reason, the 
Armed Forces have strengthened relations with military 
leaders of friendly countries, further cementing friend- 
ship with those countries. And with the king’s charisma, 
many foreign military leaders, including those of the 
superpowers, participated in the royal celebrations of the 
king’s fifth cycle birthday last year. The successful 
strengthening of good relations mentioned earlier has 
resulted in tranquillity, peace, and security in general, 
enabling national development to proceed smoothly. 


The internal threat, which is a very important threat and 
generates greatest effects on national security and inter- 
ests, is the threat from the Communist Party of Thailand 
[CPT] subversion and other terrorist movements. With 
the king’s charismatic power and the unity of the Thai 
nation, the Thai Armed Forces are the first in any 
country to achieve victory over the communists, partic- 
ularly over the CPT people’s war which had persisted for 
a long time. The revolutionary war situation and the 
armed struggle have ended in all parts of the country. 
The state power zones, the zones of influence, the 
stronghold zones, and the guerrilla zones of the CPT 
have been dissolved. Leaders of various CPT levels and 
CPT operatives as well as the Malayan communist 
guerrillas and terrorist bandits have ceased activities 
which threatened national security, and many have sur- 
rendered to join in national development. The Thai 
people throughout the country are proud of this victory. 
Although the armed struggle has ended, the Thai Armed 
Forces continue to have the task of waging a struggle to 
achieve further victory and success, on the one hand to 
dissolve the CPT and its united fronts which continue to 
threaien national independence and sovereignty and, on 
the other hand, to strengthen internal security as much as 


possible. 


In preserving internal security, there is another front 
comparable to a war front, that is the war against 
poverty. The king’s address on the occasion of the parade 
to swear allegiance on 3 September 1987 said: Soldiers 
must extend their compassion to the people to enable 
them to live peacefully, free from danger and other 
shortcomings. Therefore, soldiers must develop their 
knowledge and ability so that they will always be ready 
tactically or to cooperate with other agencies to support 
and improve the people’s well being. The king's address 
has aroused the Armed Forces to be aware of another 
important duty which is clearly stated in Article 56 of the 
Constitution, which says: Military forces are to be used 
for national development. The king’s address makes it 
clear that our royal supreme commander is farsighted; he 
discovered that poverty is another important national 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


enemy and has devoted his life for over 30 years to fight 
against it earnestly and diligently. The royal flag flies day 
in and day out in the rural areas, representing a sign of 
great, profound, and proud sacrifice and showing that 
the royal supreme commander of the Thai Armed Forces 
is the leader of the war against poverty. 


The Project of the King’s Benevolence for Development 
of the Northeast is a war in a great theater against 
poverty. The Armed Forces regard it as their responsi- 
bility of great importance to cooperate with the people 
and officials of all agencies to fight against poverty with 
all of their ability. The Armed Forces regard the king’s 
Suggestions on the project as sacred orders which are 
very important as far as the kingdom’s security and 
prosperity is concerned. 


Compatriots and soldiers, the tasks of the Armed Forces 
are very meaningful to national independence, sover- 
eignty, and security and people’s well being. Therefore, ii 
is the duty of everyone of us to jointly enhance the 
strength and ability of the Armed Forces, because every 
drop of blood and the soul of everyone in the Armed 
Forces is Thai. There is no soldier who is not also a 
citizen, and there is no citizen who is not also a soldier. 
The history of our country confirms that soldiers were 
citizens and vice versa, and their blood and souls were 
Thai. Solidarity and unity between the Armed Forces 
and the people are therefore most meaningful for sur- 
vival of the Armed Forces and our beloved country. 
Thus, the Armed Forces have upheld and maintained the 
institutions of the nation, religion, and the monarchy, 
and the democratic administrative system with the king 
as head of state. They will do everything to ensure the 
country’s security and prosperity and will cooperate with 
people in all sectors and all government agencies so the 
people will enjoy peace free from coercion from all forms 
of dark influence and corruption. I pledge to all compa- 
triots that the Armed Forces will resolutely safeguard 
national independence and sovereignty and the throne. 
National security and prosperity are the sacred goals 
which the Armed Forces will work with the people to 
achieve. 


Reaffirms Intention To Retire 
BK230233 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 Jan 88 p 3 


{Excerpt} Army Commander in Chief Gen Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut gave strong indication yesterday he does 
not want the defence portfolio offered to him by ACM 
{Air Chief Marshal} Phaniang Kantarat. 


Chawalit also reaffirmed his intention to retire in May. 


After speaking at the Sinakharinwirot University (Pra- 
sanmit), he responded to questions about his future by 
saying he will become a monk, though he later said he 
didn’t have any plans for his self-imposed retirement. 


ee 
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Phaniang said on Jan 12 that he was ready to quit the 
defence post to make way for Chawalit to take over. 


Asked to comment on Phaniang move, Chawalit said: 
**..Where would my dignity be if I retire only to take 
over another post relinquished by somebody else?’’k 


He said the army “‘could be better off without me.” 


“So please don’t ask me again about this matter. It’s the 
people who control my destiny,” he said without elabo- 
rating. 


Certain groups of army officers have lobbied for Chawa- 
lit to stay on as army chief. But Chawalit has repeatedly 
declared that he will retire when he turns 56 in May. 


“*I want to repeat that the system is more important than 
individuals,” he said. 


“Though my superior, that is the defence minmister, has 
offered me his post, he is only showing his readiness to 
sacrifice his job for his subordinate. But I dare not go 
along. So if you ask me what I would do after retirement, 
my answer is that I will enter the monkhood,” he said. 


The army chief, who is also supreme commander, said 
all the projects he started will be carried on by his 
successor and former subordinates. [passage omitted] 


Editorial Urges U.S. To n Economy 
BK271045 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
25 Jan 88 p 5 


(Editorial: “America, Wake Up”) 


(Text) During 1987, the United States, a major economic 
and military power and leader of the free world, suffered 
from several setbacks and problems such as an economic 
slump caused by budgetary and trade deficits, a declining 
currency, and inefficiency in production. It is believed 
that the chances of the United States regaining its status 
as the world military and economic leader is rather 
bleak. 


It is believed that in 5 to 10 years Japan will become a 
world power in a true sense while the United States will 
be struggling to restore its status of a world economic 
leader. 


As Thailand and the United States have always had close 
relations in such areas as economic, military, or educa- 
tional cooperation, we hope to see the United States 
continue as a major world economy. We wish to see the 
U.S. Government adjust its economy and bring about 
improvement. 


Some specialists do not feel the United States will be 
severely hit by the current economic decline because the 
country has been the world leader for so long and 
because of the following factors: 
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The United States is rich in human as well as natural 
resources. What is needed is efficient management as 
well as a system to best exploit and benefit from those 
resources. 


While Japan and Eu: -pe are plagued by the problem of 
an aging population, the United States has a large 
percentage of young people of working age as well as 
many highly-skilled people coming to the United States 
as a result of brain drain. 


Freedom in the United States encourages new manufac- 
turers and small-scale businesses to start up. This pre- 
vents a really serious problem of unemployment as 
experienced in Europe. 


We hope that the U.S. leaders will wake up and restruc- 
ture the country’s economy, especially in terms of 
income distribution, to achieve the same level of 
progress made by Japan. With the United States and 
Japan at similar levels of power, the world will certainly 
be closer to equilibrium. 


Vietnam 


Foreign Ministry Supports Lao Statement 
BK281235 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Foreign Ministry’s 28 January statement on “Th?i- 
land’s land-grabbing activities against Lao territory”’] 


[Text] On 25 January 1988, the LPDR Government 
issued a statement condemning a number of responsible 
people in the Thai ruling circles for continuing to send 
their troops to carry out provocative and land-grabbing 
activities against Lao territory in the area south of Bo 
Noi in Sayaboury Province. 


Everyone knows that since mid-December, the Lao side 
has repeatedly proposed to resolve outstanding problems 
through negotiations on the principle of equality without 
any preconditions. But in responding to the Lao side’s 
goodwill, the Thai side has constantly increased its 
forces, including ground, artillery, and air forces and 
chemical weapons, to launch repeated attacks on the 
above area. Of particular seriousness is that recently, a 
number of responsible people in the Thai ruling circles 
have unilaterally declared the area south of Bo Noi, a 
territory under Lao sovereignty, to be Thailand’s and 
have openly incited land-grabbing activities against Lao 
territory. 


Developments in the situation show that it is in the 
interest of the Thai ruling circles to maintain tension 
along the Thai-Lao border and to prevent the settlement 
of disagreements between the two countries through 
negotiations. They have also reiterated their slanderous 
allegations against Vietnam with a view to evading 
Thailand’s responsibility for provoking this conflict and 
to warding off their state of public isolation. Their move 
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is also aimed at achieving coordination with the acts of 
confrontation and creating tension of foreign reactionary 
forces in order to undermine the trend toward dialogue 
now being developed in the region. 


This move by the Thai authorities runs counter to the 
interests of the two peoples and to the trend in Southeast 
Asia and the world toward resolving disputes through 
negotiations and constitutes a serious violation of the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Laos as well as of 
the UN Charter and international practice. 


The people and Government of the SRV totally support 
the correct stand and the goodwill attitude of the LPDR 
and demand that the Thai side put an immediate end to 
all its military attacks and land-grabbing operations 
against Lao territory, withraw all Thai forces from the 
area, and respect the basic principles of the two joint 
statements of 1979 between Laos and Thailand. 


The most correct approach to ending the conflict and 
bringing about a peaceful life for the two peoples of Laos 
and Thailand and to contributing to the restoration of 
the friendship between the two nations and to the 
preservation of peace in the region is that the Thai 
authorities must promptly respond to the Lao side’s 
demands by quickly joining with the LPDR in resolving 
this issue through peaceful negotiations on the principle 
of equality and without preconditions. 


‘Source’ Denies Role in Dispute 
BK281336 Hong Kong AFP in English 1325 GMT 
28 Jan 88 


{Text} Hanoi, Jan 28 (AFP)}—The Vietnamese military is 
not involved in month-old fighting between Laotian and 
Thai troops for the control of strategic hills along their 
border, an informed Vietnamese source said here Thurs- 
day. 


“Vietnamese military advisors with the Laotian Army 
did not take part in the recent battles against the Thais 
and Vietnam has not reinforced its military presence in 
Laos following these incidents,” he said. 


Thai newspapers have reported that Vietnamese and 
Cubans were fighting alongside Laotian soldiers in bor- 
der clashes that began in mid-December. 


The Vietnamese source denied Western estimates of the 
Vietnamese military presence in Laos at 40,000 troops, 
saying there were “less than 20,000 men.” 


“Most of them are in charge of road construction, 
logging and various sites, and last year we repatriated a 
large number of our soldiers who had achieved their 
mission,” the source said. 


“There are still some Vietnamese units around (capital) 
Vientiane and in the north of Laos, near the Chinese 
border,” he added. 
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Thai Professor Cited on Favoring Trade 
BK281359 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 28 Jan 88 


[Feature: “Sampling of Public Opinion in Thailand” on 
relations with Vietnam] 


[Text] The Thai paper SIAM RAT on 19 January said 
the recent visit to Vietnam by some American congress- 
men is a signal for the Thai authorities to reconsider 
their relationship with Indochinese countries and to 
readjust their current policy so that Thailand's interests 
are not hurt. The paper also said: Thailand could not use 
its blockage policy to subdue Vietnam. 


Speaking in Bangkok on Thailand’s foreign policy and 
on issues about ASEAN and Indochina, Prof Sukhum- 
phan [Boriphat] asked the Thai Government to adopt a 
policy of detente. The professor held that the recent 
meetings between Chairman Hun Sen and Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk in Paris are an important turning point 
toward a peaceful settlement of the Kampuchean issue. 
Prof Sukhumphan pointed out that the Khmer Rouge is 
the main obstacle for this settlement. The Kampuchean 
issue would be solved in | or 2 years time; if Thailand 
does not change its policy it will get into a predicament. 


Another Thai paper NAEO NA remarked that some 
members of the Thai Foreign Ministry held that it is 
necessary to reconsider and work out a trade policy with 
Vietnam. Economic blockade against Vietnam and 
Kampuchea will lead nowhere. The United States, 
Japan, and Singapore have established trade relations 
with Vietnam. If Thailand continued its tough policy it 
will gain nothing. The paper also said: Trading with 
Vietnam will be advantageous to Thailand, both eco- 
nomically and politically. 


The National Security Council of Thailand pointed out 
that it is necessary to separate trade from the political 
aspect and create conditions for Thai businessmen to 
trade with Vietnam as with other countries. 


The paper PRACHACHAT quoted the chairman of the 
Association of Fishermen Beyond the Thai Territorial 
Waters, Mr Wichara Sirichai, as saying that the private 
sector wanted to sign a contract with Vietnam in fishery. 
He intended to leave for Hanoi to negotiate such a 
contract. 


NHAN DAN Commentary on Thai-U.S. ‘Collusion’ 
BK271100 Hanoi International Service in Thai 
1130 GMT 25 Jan 88 


{25 January NHAN DAN Commentary: “Thailand 
Looks For Trouble”) 


{Text} Washington and Bangkok just signed an agree- 
ment allowing the United States to build a large weapons 
depot in northern Thailand. In unpublicized negotia- 
tions between the two countries over the past few years, 
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the United States has been gradually reviving its military 
presence in the area where 13 years ago it was forced to 
close its military bases and withdraw its soldiers. 


What motivates the two countries to engage in this new 
military collusion? For the United States, the answer is 
clear. It is a premeditated act in the Pentagon's new 
global strategy in Southeast Asia, a region which holds a 
strategic position in many fields for the United States. 


After the defeat in Vietnam in 1975 when the United 
States began its new global strategy, the United States 
has to calculate its moves properly, taking into consid- 
eration the situation in the region and all possible 
consequences in order to begin from there to control the 
situation in the densely populated and resource-rich 


region. 


Implementing this scheme, the United States launched 
so-called security cooperation with the ASEAN coun- 
tries. In addition to the annual conference with the 
ASEAN countries, the United States has pushed hard for 
its military presence in the region and increased joint 
military exercises, meetings between military personnel, 
and security assistance to the ASEAN countries. 


Along these lines, the United States attaches special 
attention to its military presence in Southeast Asia. On 
19 December 1986, the chairman of the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff said straightforwardly that the powerful 
U.S. military strength guaranteed the success of the U.S. 
security cooperation policy and served as the indispens- 
able core for the independence of the United States and 
its allies in the Pacific and the world. 


But in the drive to expand its military presence in the 
region, the United States faced chronic and difficult 
problems in the past year. The U.S. military presence in 
the region amounted only to naval bases. The U.S. 
military bases in the Philippines are not strong enough to 
serve the U.S. ambition of being able to rapidly deploy 
large military units throughout the region in times of 
emergency. For this reason, the United States is anxious 
to have large land-based military bases, and Thailand is 
the solution to this first strategic problem. 


The United States is pleased to have placed its especially 
important pieces on this Southeast Asian strategic chess- 
board. That is, in the east are the big military bases in the 
Philippines, in the south are the naval bases in Australia 
and Singapore, and in the west is Thailand, which is the 
thorn in the sides of the Indochinese countries. 


The visits of senior Pentagon officials to Bangkok over 
the past few years are not accidental, and their meetings 
there dealt in detail with joint Thai-U.S. security coop- 
eration. In its military aid to ASEAN countries, the 
United States has given Thailand special priorities. The 
U.S. military aid to Thailand in 1979 totaled $37.4 
million, but this aid tripled in 1985 to $102.3 million. 
Joint Thai-U.S. military exercises over the past few years 
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increased in scope and size, while joint exercises between 
individual branches of the armed forces changed to 
combined exercises of all branches of the armed forces 
and logistics establishments. It is interesting to note that 
the annual ““Cobra Gold” exercises moved from south- 
ern Thailand to U-taphao. The Thai Navy is more 
closely linked with U.S. Air Force and Navy activities in 
the Indian and Pa.ific Oceans. U.S. 7th Fleet ships call 
regularly at Thai ports, and U.S. submarine monitoring 
P-3 Orion planes have used the U-taphao airfield several 
times during their Philippines-Diego Garcia flights. The 
United States plans to sell F-16’s to, and maintain them 
for, Thailand and sign a $100-million agreement for an 
expanded air defense system, first for northeastern Thai- 
land and later for the north and then for the south. 


This year Thailand will buy a first batch of 106 modern- 
armed Stingray tanks. Also of interest is that in 1985 the 
United States and Thailand signed an agreement which 
stipulated that the United States will assist Thailand in 
modernizing logistic control systems to serve conven- 
tional war needs, and there will be rapid U.S. logistical 
support in time of emergency. The United States and 
Thailand discussed construction of a U.S. war reserve 
stockpile to support Thailand in ‘heory. 


Everything is clear. Through the process of bargaining, 
the United States has carried out its evil scheme step by 
step. First, it justified the construction of the war reserve 
stockpile. Then the presence of U.S. soldiers in Thailand 
will be legal if an ally requests it. For this reason, no one 
was surprised when the Pentagon explained that the war 
reserve stockpile in Thailand was the first exception for 
a country in which no U.S. soldiers were stationed. But 
public opinion is asking: As the United States deliber- 
ately tries to expand its new global strategy in Asia and 
the Pacific, what other evil events will follow? Has the 
United States forgotten the lessons of its war of aggres- 
sion against Vietnam or learned anything from history? 


As for Thailand, nobody can forget its connivance with 
the United States and the reactionary powers to oppose 
the revolutionary tasks of the three Indochinese coun- 
tries. In the past decade, Bangkok has allowed the 
moribund Pol Pot clique to use its ierritory as a sanctu- 
ary to oppose reconstruction of the Cambodian nation. It 
harbored reactio a0 exiles to send them back to 
undermine Lao: e yet, in the past month Thai 
ultrarightist reaci. ..ac:es launched an armed intrusion 
into Boten in Laos’ Sayaboury Province and inflicted 
much loss of life and property. In the past week, they 
used toxic chemical agents to kill people in Boten Dis- 
trict. And now they are colluding with the United States 
to build a war storehouse near Laos, demonstrating 
increased hostility toward Laos and other Indochinese 
countries. They are colluding with the United States tu 
poison the political atmosphere in the region and create 
instability in Indochina and Southeast Asia. 


It is clear that the military collusion between the United 
States and Thailand runs counter to the common trends 
of the people in the region who want to eliminate 
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violence and confrontation and turn to dialogue to build 
Southeast Asia into a region of peace, friendship, and 
mutually beneficial cooperation. 


More than anyone else, the Thai people know well that 
peace and national security are not dependent on the 
presence of stored U.S. weapons. Why does Thailand 
court disaster for itself? Coexistence in friendship and 
cooperation with neighboring countries is the legitimate 
desire of the Thai people. To turn one’s back on reality is 
tantamount to retreading the old path which will only 
bring defeat upon the ultrarightists in Thai ruling circles. 


NHAN DAN Views U.S. Election Campaign 
BK271305 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 26 Jan 88 


(“Excerpt” from 26 January NHAN DAN article by 
Nguyen Huu Chinh: “A Tumultuous Race”) 


{Text} Dear friends, the paper NHAN DAN today car- 
ries an article entitled “A Tumultuous Race” by Nguyen 
Huu Chinh dealing with the U.S. presidential election to 
be held this November. 


After pointing out the big spending carried out by the 13 
Republican and Democratic candidates and the cam- 
paign maneuvers they have resorted to in an effort to win 
their party nominations, the article says: 


As the tumult turns more tempestuous among the 13 
candidates, the U.S. public has become more and more 
bewildered and divided. For the Democrats, it has been 
a mixed feeling of bitterness and enthusiasm. Their 
bitterness stemmed from the fact that for the past 20 
years, with the exception of Jimmy Carter’s 4-year 
presidential term, Republicans have always been the 
hosts of the White House. Their enthusiasm has been 
aroused by the thought that the electoral prospects seem 
to be smiling upon them this time. 


Undoubtedly, the prestige of the Republican Party has 
fallen. Last year, the Reagan administration and the 
Republican Party were seriously wounded. Though he 
managed to avoid being dismissed from his current term, 
Reagan was dealt a staggering blow by the Iran-Con- 
tragate scandal. Reagan also hoped that the appointment 
of Robert Bork, a notoriously conservative judge, to the 
Federal Supreme Court would sail through without 
much difficulty and thereby, enable him to win a greater 
victory in the biggest ideological battle fought as the end 
of his political career draws near. To everyone's surprise, 
Bork’s nomination was flatly turned down by the Senate 
and the next person recommended by Reagan also had to 
back out quickly and in an ignominious way. 


Nevertheless, all those sad incidents are nothing com- 
pared with the heavy setbacks for the White House on 
the economic and financial fronts. Is there anybody who 
wants to share the fate that Herbert Hoover, a Republi- 
can and U.S. president, had to bear during the time of 
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the Great Depression between 1929 and 1932? Reagan 
wanted to write his name in history, but is there any 
sculptor who would dare carve, on Mt Rushmore, next to 
the faces of Washington and Lincoln, the face of a 
president whose name will be associated forever with the 
most tragic crash in the history of U.S. stock market, the 
crash of October 1987? 


Many Democrats have said to one another: After Presi- 
dent Herbert Hoover, a Republican, President Franklin 
Roosevelt, a Democrat, followed suit. Then, after Rea- 
gan, which one of the seven Democrat candidates will 
follow suit? Though Hart seemed to be in a better 
position, no one has really stayed far ahead of the 
frontrunners. Second to Hart was Rev Jesse Jackson, the 
only black candidate in the race to the White House. 
However, a very large number of white Americans have 
said publicly they were not in the habit of voting for a 
black president. 


Other Democrat candidates include Dukakis; Paul 
Simon, a senator from Illinois; Richard Gephardt, a 
representative from Missouri; Bruce Babbitt, former 
governor of Arizona; and Albert Gore. Yet, none of them 
can gain the approval of even 20% of the Democratic 
electorate. 


At the time Hart temporarily postponed his election 
campaign, Biden had not yet backed out. The Republi- 
cans and their supporters mockingly termed the Demo- 
crat candidates the seven dwarfs. They did not take into 
account the fact that many Republican candidates them- 
selves were not an inch taller. They also revealed their 
own mediocre points of view and poorly-shaped pro- 
grams and proposals. As observed by the U.S. magazine 
U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT on 4 January 
1988, the presidential candidates offer nothing but third- 
rate solutions to first-rate problems facing the United 
States. 


The same can be said for the Republican side, incorpo- 
rating Alexander Haig, a general who took part in the 
war of aggression against Vietnam, Nixon's former chief 
of staff, and Reagan's former secretary of state; Pat 
Robertson, a conservative preacher, Jack Kemp, a close 
friend of Reagan and Representative from New York; 
and Pete Du Pont, former governor of Delaware and a 
member of the billionaire Du Pont family who holds 
very close ties with the U.S. industrial-military complex. 


As far as the Republican Party is concerned, Bush and 
Dole are running far ahead of other horses and are 
competing with each other to cross the finish line first. 


In general, the Republican Party is vigorously exploiting 
right-wing and chauvinist sentiments among voters. 
Except for Bush, and to a certain degree Dole, all 
Republican candidates have reacted coldly to the treaty 
on eliminating medium- and short-range missiles signed 
recently by the Soviet Union and the United States. They 
are ready to prove that they are even more royalist than 
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the king himself. When the U.S. stock market crashed 
recently, Dole harshly criticized the power vacuum in 
Washington although he knew that he could face a charge 
of lese majeste. Upon hearing Dole’s remarks, people got 
the impression that the White House was in ruins and 
leaderless despite the fact that Reagan was still there. 


The race is entering a more hectic stage. The Republican 
and Democratic Parties will hold their first caucuses in 
Iowa on 8 February and their first primaries in New 
Hampshire on 16 February. On 8 March—the third big 
day—the two parties will hold primaries and caucuses 
simultaneously in 20 states, mostly in the South. 


From now until the Democratic Convention, 18-21 July, 
and the Republican Convention, 13-18 August, there 
will be a lot of things for some people to laugh or cry 
about as well as a lot of potentially exciting incidents. 
Who can say that the race will only include these 13 
persons? There are many other horses waiting for a 
chance to enter the race with the hope of being the first 
across the finish line. 


The current situation in the United States and the world 
makes the 1988 race to the White House even more 
decisive. The U.S. glory of the late 1940’s and early 
1950's no longer exists, the American century is already 
over, and the United States itself is on the decline and is 
increasingly overburdened with new ordeals. In the 
coming decades, Japan and Western European countries 
will become more aggressive economic and financial 
rivals of the United States. 


More and more facts have been revealed by the Reagan 
administration at the end of its term of office. With its 
present president, the United States has thrown thou- 
sands of billions of dollars into the arms race and 
chalked up the most awful economic records in history— 
an annual import deficit of more than $170 billion, a 
7-year budget deficit of over $1,000 billion, and a 
national debt of more than $2,800 billion. 


What a broad segment of American voters expect in their 
future president are those qualities in which Reagan was 
a disappointment. They do not demand that the U.S. 
president be an extremely intelligent and eminently 
talented person. They want a president who truly works 
for peace and does not draw them into one international 
adventure after another. They also want a president with 
a good understanding of economics and who does not 
pretend naivete by asking himself why the stock market 
is crashing and does not give rise to nonsensical pro- 
grams—such as Reagan's economic policies—which will 
be a burden for generations and generations of Ameri- 
cans in the coming decades. 


Moreover, they want their president to be honest, not to 
tell lies or be contemptuous of the law as in the case of 
the Iran-Contragate scandal, not to adopt a dual foreign 
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policy, and to understand himself clearly, which means 
to understand clearly the limits of a United States that 
has lost forever its advantages as the leading economic 
and military power. 


What American voters want is one matter; but what the 
various U.S. capitalist conglomerates—those who will 
decide the outcome of the race—want and will do is 
another matter. 


The election season takes place at a time when the 
institutional crisis in the United States is becoming more 
and more serious. Under the present system, the presi- 
dent can be a member of one of only two parties, 
Republican or Democrat. 


These presidential candidates are loudly quarreling and 
competing with each other to demonstrate their talents 
as saviors and leaders. They also want to attract the 
attention of, and be appointed by, various capitalist 
conglomerates as general manager of operations during 
the long up-hill and winding process lying ahead. 


USSR Delegation Arrives for Commission 
Meeting 


Nguyen Van Linh Meets Soviets 
BK261617 Hanoi VNA in English 1548 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 26—Party General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh and Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers Pham Hung have received in Ho Chi Minh 
City a Soviet Government delegation led by Vladimir 
Gusev, deputy chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the Soviet Union, now on a current visit to Vietnam. 


Nguyen Co Thach, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and foreign minister, and Dau Ngoc Xuan, 
first vice chairman of the State Planning Commission, 
were present at the reception. 


Viadimir Gusev conveyed to the Vietnamese leaders the 
best regards from party General Secretary Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and other Soviet leaders. He brought up a num- 
ber of issues of common concern aimed at enhancing the 
USSR-Vietnam cooperation. 


Speaking to their guests, General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh and Chairman Pham Hung expressed satisfaction 
at the fine results of the cooperation between the two 
countries shown in the key projects built in Vietnam 
with Soviet assistance. 


The operation on schedule of the first turbine generator 
of the Tri An hyrdo-electric power plant demonstrated 
the efforts of cadres and workers at the construction site 
and also the Soviet Union's wholehearted assistance, the 
Vietnamese leaders said. 
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They affirmed that the Soviet-Vietnamese fraternal 
cooperation would be further developed and consoli- 
dated in the interests of the two nations and the cause of 
world peace. 


Session Opens 25 January 
BK251701 Hanoi VNA in English 1618 GMT 
25 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 25—The 13th session of the 
Vietnam-USSR_Intergovernmental Commisssion for 
Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation 
was opened in Ho Chi Minh City today. 


The Vietnamese delegation to the session was headed by 
Nguyen Co Thach, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and foreign minister, and the Soviet delegation 
by V.K. Gusev, vice chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters of the U.S.S.R. and president of the Soviet section of 
the joint commission. 


Speaking at the opening ceremony, Vice-Chairman Ngu- 
yen Co Thach said : 


“This working session will certainly speed up the settle- 
ment of many important issues aimed at effectively 
expanding the cooperation between the two countries 
along the line of restructuring and renovation”. 


At the session, the two sides checked and adjusted the 
Signed agreements with a view to guaranteeing their 
effective implementation. 


For his part, Vice Chairman V.K. Gusev reviewed the 
good results of the cooperation between the two coun- 
tries, and pointed to the need to ensure a higher effciency 
of the cooperation. 


Delegation Visits Power Plant 
BK260940 Hanoi VNA in English 0720 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 26—The first of the four |OOMW 
turbine generators of the Tri An hydroelectric power 
plant, 80 kilometres northeast of Ho Chi Minh City, 
Officially started operation yesterday morning, generat- 
ing electricity into the national grid. 


The construction of this biggest power plant on the Dong 
Nai River southern Vietnam began in 1984 with assis- 
tance from the Soviet Union. When fully operational in 
early 1989, the Tri An plant will have a total output of 
1.7 million kWh. 


Among those present at the inaugural ceremony of the 
first turbine generator were Pham Hung, member of the 
Political Bureau of the CPV Central Committee, chair- 
man of the Council of Ministers, and Dong Sy Nguyen, 
member of the Political Bureau of the CPV Central 
Committee, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers. 
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Also present were the Soviet Government delegation 
which had come for the occasion and for the 13th 
meeting of the Soviet-Vietnam Joint Commission on 
Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation headed 
by V.K. Gusev, Central Committee member of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, and president of the Soviet 
section of the joint commission, D.I. Kachin, Soviet 
ambassador to Vietnam, and many Soviet specialists. 


Shipbuilding Accord Signed 
BK271535 Hanoi VNA in English 1508 GMT 
27 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 27—The 13th session of the 
Vietnam-USSR Intergovernmental Commission for Eco- 
nomic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation con- 
cluded in Ho Chi Minh City today. 


The memo of the session and several documents on 
bilateral cooperation were signed at the closing meeting 
in the presence of Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
Pham Hung. 


The memo was signed by Vice Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers Nguyen Co Thach and Vice Chairman of 
the Council of Ministers of the USSR Vladimir Gusev. 


An agreement on bilateral cooperation for increasing the 
operational capacities of Soviet-built projects and an 
agreement on bilateral cooperation in ship-repair or 
building were signed by Cabinet Minister and First Vice 
Chairman of the State Planning Commission Dau Ngoc 
Xuan and Soviet ambassador D.I. Kachin. The first 
protocol on cooperation in ship repair and building was 
signed by Vice Minister of Transport and Communica- 
tions Tran Van Lu and Soviet Vice Minister of Ship- 
building V.G. Kazov. 


The Soviet governmental delegation led by Vice Chair- 
man Vladimir Gusev left Ho Chi Minh City for home 
today, concluding its 2-day working visit to Vietnam. 


Marine Cooperation Discussed 
BK260804 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] The 20th session of the working group for coop- 
eration in sea transport under the Vietnam-USSR Gov- 
ernment Commission for Economic, Scientific, and 
Technical Cooperation was held in Hanoi from January 
16th to 22d. The two sides reviewed their cooperation in 
the past 10 years since the founding of the group. The 
two sides worked out measures to improve the cargo 
transport and handling work and to strengthen the 
material-technical bases of Vietnam’s sea transport ser- 
vice. 


They also discussed ways to broaden direct cooperation 
between concerned sercices and enterprises of the two 
countries. 
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Agreement To Send Workers to USSR, GDR 
BK151237 Hanoi VNA in English 1455 GMT 
14 Jan 87 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA Jan. 14—Late last year, the Vietnam 
Ministry of Building signed cooperation agreements with 
the USSR Ministry of Construction for the Far Eastern 
Region and the GDR Ministry of Building. 


Under these agreements, Vietnam wili send 1,100 work- 
ers to the Far Eastern Region of the USSR to work in the 
building service and in the production of building mate- 
rials, and 4,000 others to the German Democratic 
Republic to build 19 projects. 


Arrangements are being made with the Bulgarian Min- 
istry of Construction to send Vietnamese workers there 
to construct 14 industrial and civic projects. 


This year Vietnam will altogether assign more than 
10,000 workers to work in the Soviet Union, the GDR, 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Algeria, and Iraq in diversi- 
fied forms of cooperation. 


Leaders Greet Gandhi on Indian National Day 
BK251648 Hanoi VNA in English 1603 GMT 
25 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan.25—Vietnamese party and state 
leaders have extended their congratulations to President 
Ramaswani Venkataraman and Prime Minister Rajiv 
— on the 38th National Day of the Republic of 
India. 


The message, signed by Nguyen Van Linh, general sec- 
retary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, Vo Chi Cong, president of the State Council, 
= Pham Hung, chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
said: 


“The party, government and people of Vietnam highly 
value the role of India in the Non-Aligned Movement 
and India’s contributions to the settlement of disputes in 
the region and the world through negotiations”. 


After expressing sincere thanks to the Indian Govern- 
ment and people for their wholehearted support and 
assistance to the Vietnamese people, the message contin- 
ued: 


“We note with pleasure that the relations of friendship 
and cooperation between our two countries have devel- 
oped more and more fruitfully, hence contributing to the 
cause of national construction in the two countries and 
to world peace. 


‘May the Indian people obtain still greater achievements 
in building their country and defending their territorial 


integrity”. 
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Ambassador Hosts Reception 
BK261605 Hanoi VNA in English 1539 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 26—The Indian ambassador to 
Vietnam, Pushkar Johari, today gave a reception in 
honour of his country’s 38th national day (Jan 26) 


Prominent among his Vietnamese guests were Nguyen 
Ngoc Triu, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers; 
Nguyen Di Nien, deputy foreign minister; and Nguyen 
Quang Tao, deputy head of the International Depart- 
ment of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Com- 
mittee. 


Ambassador Pushkar Johari and Vice Chairman Nguyen 
Ngoc Triu delivered speeches welcoming the glorious 
anniversary of the Indian people. They laid stress on the 
role of the Republic of India in the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment, and its contributions to maintaining peace and 
security in the region and the world as a whole. 


Hosts and guests proposed toasts to the great friendship 
and the constant consolidation and development of the 
all-round cooperation between India and Vietnam for 
the interests of the two peoples and of world peace. 


Officials Attend Australian Reception 
BK261555 Hanoi VNA in English 1545 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


{Text} Hanoi VNA Jan 26—Australian Ambassador to 
Vietnam Ian S. Lincoln today gave a reception in honour 
of the 200th anniversary of the national day of Australia 
(Jan. 26). Present at the reception were Tran Duc Luong, 
vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, cabinet 
minister Vu Tuan, president of the Vietnam-Australia 
Friendship Association, Nguyen Tuan Lieu, assistant to 
foreign minister, and other Vietnamese officials. 


Ambassador Ian S. Lincoln and Vice Chairman Tran 
Duc Luong raised toasts to the historic anniversary of 
the Australian people and their achievements in all 
fields, and the constant consolidation and development 
of the friendship and cooperation between Australia and 
Vietnam. 


EEC To Send Emergency Relief Rice Shipment 
BK261547 Hanoi VNA in English 1542 GMT 
26 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 26—The European Economic 
Community (EEC) has decided to send 10,000 tons of 
rice (worth 2.5 Million dollars) as urgent relief to Viet- 
nam to overcome natural calamities. 
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Pham Hung Addresses City Party Committee 
BK271020 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 27 Jan 88 


[Text] Council of Ministers Chairman Pham Hung last week 
chaired a working conference between the Council of Min- 
isters and the Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee. Also 
attending the confeyence were Nguyen Khanh, vice chair- 
man and general secretary of the Council of Ministers; Doan 
Duy Thanh, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
minister of foreign trade; leading cadres of the State Plan- 
ning and Price Commissions; and representatives of the 
Ministries of Finance, Supply; Labor, War Invalids, and 
Social Welfare; and the State Bank. 


On behalf of the city people’s committee, Comrades Phan 
Van Khai and Le Van Triet, chairman and vice chairman, 
respectively, of the people’s committee delivered reports on 
main points of the city’s socioeconomic situation. The city’s 
Orientations and targets for 1988 have manifested the deter- 
mination and firm confidence of its party organization, 
administration, and people in implementing the resolution 
of the Sixth CPV Congress and other resolutions of the party 
Central Committee plenums, especially the resolution of the 
party Central Committee Fourth Plenum. 


In 1988, the city will strive to develop its active and creative 
characteristics, renovate work style, and triumphantly carry 
out the state plan, thereby creating remarkable changes in the 
socioeconomic situation. Representatives of the city admin- 
istration made some concrete proposals for renovating the 
leadership of the Council of Ministers as well as guidance 
work of various ministries in order to create favorable 
conditions for the city to fulfill all set targets. 


With a frank attitude and a high sense of responsibility, 
comrades in the Council of Ministers’ Standing Committee 
and representatives of various ministries exchanged views 
with the city people’s committee on issues of prime concern. 


In closing address, chairman Pham Hung concretely 
pointed out various problems. He said: The city party 
and people’s committees must firmly grasp the CPV 
Central Committee Political Bureau Resolution No. 100 
on the tasks of Ho Chi Minh City which include efforts 
to correctly carry out its function and authority in 
socioeconomic management and in developing the spirit 
of working for, and with, the nation so as to surge 
forward to turn the city into a major economic and 
cultural center in the region and the country, thereby 
contributing to apropriately implementing the three 
major economic programs set forth by the CPV Con- 
gress. The city must exploit its great economic poten- 
tials, strengthen coordination with central sectors and 
friendly provinces, expand possible international coop- 
eration with socialist and other countries to satisfactorily 
exploit available production capability; vigorously 
develop industry, small industry, and handicrafts, espe- 
cially the consumer goods production industry, while 
paying more attention to building the city food belt areas 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


and developing industrial and agricultural capabilities to 
meet the people’s consumption demands and contribute 
to the rapid promotion of exports. 


Chairman Pham Hung urged leading cadres of the city to 
resolutely implement the central government’s resolu- 
tions On renovating management mechanism in the areas 
of production and circulation. He stressed: As a major 
center for the production and exchange of goods, Ho Chi 
Minh City must strengthen its leadership over the distri- 
bution and circulation front, consolidate market man- 
agement, and ensure that distribution and circulation 
activities really serve production and the people’s daily 
life, thereby gradually contributing to stabilizing the 
general economic situation. With its economic poten- 
tials, the city must not only surge forward to successfully 
overcome difficulties relating to the city’s budget and 
cashflow, but must also contribute appropriately to solv- 
ing common difficulties of the nation. Various ministries 
and central sectors must renovate their work style to 
fulfill their duties in a realistic manner and promptly and 
appropriately satisfy legitimate requests made by locali- 
ties, including Ho Chi Minh City. 


Chairman Pham Hung urged the party committee, the 
administration, and people of Ho Chi Minh City to surge 
forward to score brilliant achievements in the New Year. 


Meeting Prepares for Tet Offensive Anniversary 
BK270604 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 25 Jan 88 


[Text] Implementing a directive of the party Central 
Committee’s Secretariat, the party Central Committee’s 
Propaganda and Training Department organized on 23 
January in Hanoi a discussion aimed at launching a 
broad publicity campaign among the people and the 
armed forces in connection with the 20th anniversary of 
the 1968 Tet Mau Than general offensive and uprising. 
Participating in the discussion were representatives of 
the party Central Committee’s Propaganda and Training 
Department, the Ministry of National Defense, the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, press agencies and newspapers, 
and some research organs at the central level. 


Major General Cao Khoa, deputy director of the Defense 
Ministry’s Military History Institute, recalled the devel- 
opments of the 1968 Tet Mau Than general offensive 
and uprising on all the southern battlefields. 


Comrade Le Quang Dao, chairman of the National Assembly 
who had formerly served as deputy director of the Political 
General Department and political commissar of the Route 
9-Khe Sanh battlefront, analyzed the historic significance of 
the general offensive and uprising’s great success; a success 
which changed the situation of the war in South Vietnam and 
created a new strategic position and new favorable condi- 
tions for the anti-U.S. resistance for national salvation to 
surge forward and win total victory. He stressed the main 
causes of success, namely the clear-sighted and talented 
leadership of our party, first of all its Central Committee and 
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the Political Bureau, headed by respected and beloved Uncle 

Ho; the unity and singlemindedness of all our people 

throughout the country as well as their high determination, 

bravery, and creativeness; and the great, precious support 

and assistance from fraternal countries, friends, and progres- 

= mankind, including the progressive people in the United 
tates. 


Colonel General Tran Van Quang, vice minister of 
national defense and ex-commander of the Tri Thien- 
Hue battlefront; Tran Trong Tan, head of the party 
Central Committee’s Propaganda and Training Depart- 
ment who directly participated in the general offensive 
and uprising in Saigon; Phan Minh Tanh, head of the 
party Central Committee’s Civilian Proselytizing 
Department who directly participated in the general 
offensive and uprising in Can Tho; Pham Van Kiet, 
secretary general of the VFF Central Committee who 
directly participated in the general offensive and upris- 
ing in Cuu Long and Tra Vinh; and Major General 
Nguyen Cong Trang, ex-political commissar of the 325th 
Division—the heroic unit that directly participated in 
the Khe Sanh campaign, took turns recalling the fight of 
our armed forces and people in those localities. 


Comrade Dang Nghiem Bai, head of the Foreign Mini- 
stry’s North America Department, talked about Tet Mau 
Than and our diplomatic offensive. 


The abovementioned comrades recalled their profound 
and heart-touching experiences, highlighting the patrio- 
tism and revolutionary heroism displayed by our cadres, 
members of the armed forces, and people as well as their 
absolute confidence in the party’s leadership, their deter- 
mination to carry out the decisions made by the Political 
Bureau and the party Central Committee, their strict 
maintenance of the elements of secrecy and surprise, 
their creativeness and resourcefulness in launching the 
offensive and uprising, and the self-sacrifices they made 
for the cause of national salvation in order to achieve 
great success. They also emphasized the practical signif- 
icance of the 20th anniversary of the Tet Mau Than 
general offensive and uprising, expressing the belief that 
this commemorative event will help enhance national 
pride, self-respect, and self-confidence as well as prole- 
tarian internationalism; and strengthen unity, singlemin- 
dedness, and discipline for our armed forces and people 
in their determination to overcome all difficulties and 
trials so as to successfully carry out the resolution of the 
sixth party congress and other resolutions of the party 
Central Committee and the Political Bureau. 


Activities of Electronics Center Reported 
BK230731 Hanoi VNA in English 0713 GMT 
23 Jan 88 


{Text} Hanoi, VNA January 23—The Centre for Elec- 
tronic and Information Application run by the Army 
Technological Institute has become a “reliable friend” 
for more and more scientific research centres and indus- 
trial production establishments in Vietnam. 
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The centre is staffed by young technicians, most of them 
between 20 and 30, and directed by Professor Nguyen 
Huu Do, 52, a lieutenant colonel, who once taught 
missile technology. 


With the imported integrated circuits, the centre has 
restored many old-generation teleprinters and converted 
them into two-way printers. 


The centre has also used integrated circuits to modernize the 
weaving machines of several textile mills and repaired ciga- 
rette-packing machines imported from Western Europe. 


In the medical field, the centre has assembled portable 
pacemakers patterned on foreign models. It is working 
on an automatic alarm system for intensive-care units. 


Commissioned by the Ministry of Forestry, the centre 
has produced “soft disks” about Vietnamese forestal 
maps for use by foreign tourists. 


The centre is still poorly equipped, said Director Nguyen 
Huu Do. However, with a contigent of young and 
competent scientific workers, the centre is continually 
broadening its operations to meet requirements for 
higher technical standard. 


Officer Court-Martialed for Helping Escapees 
BK250339 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 10 Jan 88 p 7 


[Text] According to the newspaper THE 7TH MILI- 
TARY REGION, Senior Captain Phan Van Thanh and 
his accomplices of the 28th Convalescence Group were 
bought off by unscrupulous elements who specialize in 
establishing contact with, and organizing, people to 
escape abroad. Thanh and his accomplies on several 
occasions organized escapes abroad for bad elements in 
exchange for money and gold. They had distributed the 
money among themselves. Thanh and his accomplices 
used military vehicles of the 28th Group in organizing 
escapes abroad for hundreds of people in exchange for 20 
taels of gold which they distributed among themselves. 
This wrongful action of Thanh and his accomplices was 
detected by Captain Le Tien Thanh, a medical doctor, 
and Dong Xuan Vien, a member of the 28th Group. 


The 7th Military Region Military Tribune has sentenced 
Phan Van Thanh to |2 years imprisonment. The remain- 
ing culprits received prison terms varying from 5-11 
years and a 3-year suspended jail term. Sixteen taels of 
gold and hundreds of dong in cash have been recovered. 


Editorial on Dealing With People’s Complaints 
BK241255 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
16 Jan 88 p I 


[Editorial: “Deal With Letters of Complaints and 
Denunciations Locally, Promptly, and Thoroughly”) 


[Text] It is the state’s order and the party’s responsibility 
and instruction that all petitions, as well as complaints 
and denunciations, submitted by the people be dealt 
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with and settled promptly and thoroughly. Through a 
thorough understanding of the concept of letting “the 
people know, discuss, do, and supervise,” many party 
and administrative echelons, mass organizations, sec- 
tors, organs, and basic units have paid attention to 
settling complaints and denunciations, receiving the 
people to hear their views, and quickly dealing with 
numerous cases of negativism. 


A matter of concern at present is that the number of letters of 
complaints and denunciations submitted by cadres, party 
members, and the people to various party and state organs of 
leadership at all levels remains substantial while the number 
of persons who choose to go directly to various organs to file 
their petitions and lodge their complaints is still on the 
increase. These petitions and letters of complaints and 
denunciations are focused on uncovering the many negative 
phenomena such as the violation of the rights of citizens, 
lack of democracy, oppression and persecution of critics, 
violation of socialist property or private property, and con- 
tention fo,r and appropriation of, houses, ricefields, and land 
in an illegal or immoral manner. This constitutes an abnor- 
mal manifestation and proves that the people's right to 
mastery has not been respected. Many petitions filed by 
cadres, party members, and the people have not been scru- 
pulously studied; and their letters of complaints and denun- 
ciations have not been settled promptly and thoroughly. 
There are cases of complaint and denunciation that have 
been left untouched despite the fact that conclusions on these 
cases have already been reached. Some complaints and 
denunciations have repeatedly been lodged with many ech- 
elons and organs but have not been definitely settled. These 
shortcomings have weakened the masses’ confider. : i. /h* 
party and state organs. 


The party Central Committee Secretariat has just issued a 
directive on intensifying the tasks of dealing with letters of 
complaints and denunciations and of receiving the people. 
This new directive of the party requires that we truly expand 
and promote democracy; uphold discipline in the party; 
consolidate the close links among the party, state, and 
people; strengthen the socialist legal system; prevent and 
overcome bureaucratism; and help carry out the campaign to 
purify the party organization and state machinery, enhance 
their militancy, and ameliorate social relations. 


The question that should be raised at present is how to 
reduce step by step the number of letters of complaints 
and denunciations. This can be achieved only when all 
echelons, sectors, and socioeconomic establishments— 
such as enterprises, cooperatives, city ward and village 
organs—and all law enforcement sectors (public security 
services, courts, and organs of control), party and mass 
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Organizations, and Army units correctly enforce all party 
positions, policies and state laws and fully apply the 
party’s principles of organization and operation to 
ensure the rights of citizens, realize social justice, and 
limit the numbers of cases and acts involving negativ- 
ism, lawbreaking, and the oppression and persecution of 
the masses. It is necessary to ensure democracy and 
openness in all socioeconomic activities; put into play 
the role of the people’s councils and various mass 
Organizations; intensify the operations of the people’s 
inspection committees, cooperative supervisory boards, 
ard city ward and village arbitrary teams; pay attention 
to inspecting and supervising the activities of all party 
and state organs, cadres, and personnel; and scrupu- 
lously resolve all disputes among the people. These are 
important and practical measures designed to help deal 
with petitions and letters of complaints and denuncia- 
tions of citizens thoroughly, promptly, and locally, as 
well as to prevent bad elements from framing slanderous 
charges against innocent people. 


Experience shows that all localities, units, and organs can 
settle, in accordance with both feelings and reason, a 
matter raised by the masses if they know how to carry 
out satisfactorily the task of receiving the people and 
their cadres try to stay close to the grass-roots level and 
listen attentively to the people’s suggestions. By fixing 
time for receiving the people regularly and by assigning 
cadres with the right abilities and qualities to perform 
this task, we wil! be able to deal with and reduce to a 
minimum the number of letters of complaints and 
denunciations that have been sent to many organs with- 
(ut going through the proper channels. 


All units and echelons should strive to settle by themselves 
various cases and matters as well as complaints and denun- 
ciations lodged by cadres, party members, and the people 
that are under their responsibility. They should not let 
cadres, party members, and the people waste time, effort, 
and money in lodging their complaints with one organ after 
another or through many echelons without procuring a 
settlement. It is necessary to avoid a situation where many 
Organs and cadres seek to evade or shift responsibility on 
each other when it comes to settling complaints and denun- 
ciations. Letters conveying suggestions concerning socioeco- 
nomic development, party building, mass motivation, and 
administrative work should be forwarded to various respon- 
sible organs for their study. 


All echelons, especially grass-roots party committee ech- 
elons, must pay attention to caring for and staying close 
to the masses and seeking an understanding of their 
sentiments, worries, and difficulties to settle and gradu- 
ally reduce the number of complaints and denunciations. 
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